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Is. 
Have heer onely briefely given thee this 
Meditation as aw adattion or ſtep for-1'® 

ward, inthe love of Godtomankind'to fee 

hu ſpecial love to Beleevers , and how the 

may walk in it "which thou and I attai« x 

ning, our groweth to the harveſt, and pers 

fetion in the harve#' will :be certain ſhin 
which being my deſire ; Ve 
I. Reſt Fade 

Thy well-willerinand for px 

ſu Chriſt WS 

Eno. Mooxfty 
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ad Jus mien 


(3. 
A Mzpitarion 
Of 10h. 15. 9. 10, and occationty.. 


from 1, to 10. 


Iob. 15. 9. As the Father hath loved mee, foe have I lo- 


ved, you , continue 368 ins my love. ; 


to If yea Leepe my commandments, yea thall abidei 
my love , even as 1 have keps my Fathes com 


T2 
y 


mandments , and abide in his love. ' ' 


HE coherence of thefe words with the former 

ſhew them to be a farther encouragement exorta- 

tioh, and direction to Chriſts diſciphes for abiding in 

ChriFf, and'that he by his word , and Spirit may 

tide in them, for he had before beene inſtructing, adryory- 

ing and encouraging them to abide in him, and he ii them. 

" Verſ- 1.5. Tam (arthChriſt) the Vine,the True Vine,2 vine was 

known to them,to be one of the trees of Gods Creation, ani 

ifion. for man fuch a one as brought forth ſach frune, -as 

did teſtify the goodnes of God to man, Zark:$. 12. fuch a one 

25 in the promu(e, or givine of which was unplyed, plenty, 

: ace,ahd fafetye, Det. 8. 4,8 9. By. 31. 4.5. 3. IL Kong. 4. 

25. Such as the frunte thereaf did<cheare both God, ard mam 

becauſe being filled with his goodheſſe , they offered of it'to 

God, and drank thereof in their ſacrifices , withthanksto 

God, which Ke'accepted, and confidence ih God, in which 
they were refreſhed! Pſal.'rt6. 12. to 216: - 

ow that Jeſps Chriſt is the Vine, tht Trixe Fee, is for ſuch 

as they noe hard ſaying tg underſting, according to the letter, 

which is the ſegce the. words import; ſeeing the Scripture 


Firiehciones wa men or two Adims , the firſt man' , who is 


the firſt Adam; and the ſecond man' , - who is thelaſt Adam. 
1. Cor. 15. 45. 47. And ſuitably two creationes ; the firſt 
Pe=rion, en. 1, & 2, wer 'y new creation, Rev. 2t.x, 

he firff Adam, being natural, and earthye, and oe the old 


deation,that is ſupported for him , 1. Cer. 15. 46. Pſal. 55.3, 
The ſecond, or laſt man being fpiritual , aud heavenly, ap4 
a A 2 ſoe 


(4) 
foe the new creation compleated in, andthrough him. r Cor; Þ 1 (1 
15.46. 1ſa. 65.18.19. Soe as when in Scripture, wee readef} yy 
of vine, hg-tree , dore , &c. as it ſpeakes off, and is aplyable-Y,nq4 
tothe trſt man with the firit creation for him, 2nd thmgs per-E eli 
taineing thereto , wee may underſtand it ſuitab'y , whether} wi 
naturally , or mec- phorically, yet ever as the words in thatY Zp 
ſentence, and buyſineite import ,, which is the literal ſence; pea 
or as it ſpeakes of the {ſecond man with the new creationff and 
compleatcd in, and thro:tgh him,and things pettaynidy there-f the 
tg, wee may underſtand it ſpiritually, whetherin more gene. 5, 1 
tzl,or more peculiar ſence; yet ever as the words in that pon 

e, and biiyſinefle import , which is alſo the literal} © V 


SE; and ſgaccording to the letter , or words written inf and 
ylinefle. I amthe vine; being ſpoken by, and of Jeſu} that 
Chyiſt the ſpiritual man, andthe thi | 
plainly, that verily, * 81 

I. Hec is the vme; the tree of life, Rev, 2.9. -& 22. 2.14.Þ Cani 
The-ercene Olive-tree in the houſe of God. Pſal-y2:; F 
Theirgreen fir-tree,from whom their fruit is found. Hoſ. 14.8. 
And ſqe the vine as heere, Vevſ. x. 5. 

I 1. Hee is the vine, or fruitful tree of Gods proviſion,and 
preparation for man z for the good of man, 1. Pct- 1,2. Iſa. 
s. 1. Ih. 4. 14. In, and through whom is teſtitied, the goo 
neſie, and love of Goto mankind. If..55.1.4. 196.3.16.17 
And tys peculiar love to his choſen, Rem. 8. 32. Fob. g. 3.6 

I 11. Hee s the vine, whoe fruit cheareth both God,a 


gs of him ; it ſhexwerh 


man; hee hath in mans nature, and ſtead foe dyca Form I 
-finnes, and nfſen for mans juſtiiication, and offered up himſelf ſuc! 
ſuch a perfect , and acceptable ſacrifice to God for man; tha Cre 
in him mercy,and truth are met. Pſal. 85. 10. Andit is as iff ope 


all had dyed. 2. Cer.5.14. And with him, yea, in him God 
well-pleaſed, Mar. 3: 17. & 17. 5. And through him light & 
mercy isextendedto men , tilingthem with good, Fch.1 

$.9. Act. 14.17.$0as in beholding,and receiving his love hee eq \ 
through teſtified; they may give thanks to God,and be comg 30., 


forted in God, Pal. 107.21.22.42.43. ut 
LV. Hee is the vine, in which is all fulneſſe of liveing,at I 
uickening ſap, that effectethrlife, and fruitfulnefle,it pleaſe yen 
the Father that in him ſhould all fulneſſe dwel , Col. 1.19. and 


fulneſle of grace, and truth, Toh. 1. 14. Grace is powred int fng 
his lips, Pſal. 45.2. Hee is immeaſureably anoimttd,and fille p 
withthe Spirit. Pſal. 45, Iſs. 42, & 61, 1, Jn himare hid « 

[4 
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\  Bthetreaſures of wiſedome, an4 underſt-hding, in him dwels 
7.1 the fulnefſe ofthe God-head bodily, Coll. 2.3.9. 
def Y. He is the vine, in promiſing of whom God promiſeth, 
le-Yandin giving of w hom God givet ,and inreceiving of whom 
er-Y believers receive, plenty ot durable riches. Pro. 3. 13. 18. 
Ver Wiſedome,righteouſneſſe, &c. 1. Cor. 1. 30. Enheritance, 
natY £pb. f.rr.Kinred, Mar.3.35.Pleaſures, Pſal. 16, Utt. Alſo 
ce: peace,even peace with God , in conſcience, with brethren, 
onff andtowar:ls men ; peace paffing underſtanding,that wil keep 
re} the hart,and mind in Chriſt,and jo m the Holy Ghoſt, Rem. 
ne-Þf 5. 1. 2. 5. & 14.17.Pbill 4.4.5. And ſafety for ſuport preſerva- 
hatY gon, and eternall ſalvation, Joh. 10. 28.29. . 
ral V1. Heeisthe vine, in and through whom at piriniall 
ng and quickening ſap, and powre of the devine nature flowes,, 
ſua} that brings forth good grapes, or fruites that are acceptuble, 
that will either ſatisfie or be gathered of his Father, and him, 
*»| Pſal 52.8. Hoſe.14.5.8. 1, Per. 2.5.9. 1. Joh. 5. 12. Jo. 3. 6. 
be Cant. 4.1.14. and 5.1, 
| Thus is Irſus Chriſtthe vine endeed, and not only allegori- 
4.8. ny Lag metaphorically , but minding the buyſinefle ſpiri- 
tually, hee is ſoe truly , andreally, and other natural , and 
andſ earthy, yea or metaphoricall vines, are ſo cal'ed in reſpet of 
-434 that which they reſemble , and ſhew forth of ſome ſmall 
od4 goodnefle of his in whom the true gobd is ; verſ. 1 I am 
( ſaith hee.) the Trae Vine) And this may bee underſtood, in 
opoſition too , or reſpect of others that are fo called; or in 
ſoom ſort are vines, 

I. The naturall vines, the trees ſoe called, that bring forth. 
ſuch frunes as aforeſaid, truth theſe vines, are yines endeed, as, 
Creatures that have theire being Laporte ad 
operation of their fruits from God through Chriſt. Iob.3.4,11. 
Pſal.75 :3.Coll.1.17. Without whoſe word, or fort et 

bir blefine, choſs vines languiſh, andbring forth noe frune,. 

r bringing forth fruits, yet cannot nouriſh, nor are acompatis- 
ed with thoſe bleſſings of plenty peace, and ſafetie. Deat-28. 

0.49. Hab.3.17. Ames.4.9.Hag.1.6.&.16.17. Soc as theſe are 
for events infeamencall,enddece yeing vines. 

But Iefws Chriſt: ever.oppoled to theſe 1s the Trae Vine, &, , 
ven that which endureth tor ever, hee in whom God dwe 
and through whom God doth all, foe as by his wofti of 1 

- fing menlive, andthe whole old, and decayeing 10n 13 
£2 dfor its time. Dew. $.3. In him we live move, & have 
' A 3 our 
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our being, what ever fruite wee eate, or drink, Act. 19.28. 
Hee is our life, and the length of our dayes. Dexe.30.20. That 
ſo eventhat life that we live in the flelh, and that part of it al. 
ſothat reſpecteth the bodie, and naturall life, wee tight live 
ir by faith of, and dependance on him, that hath loved us,and 
viven himſelfe for us.Gall.2. 20. Who is the true, dureing,atd 
ruitfull vine,the true vine eminently. 

IT. Adam;thefirſt Adam; as the publick man , and roore 
out of which all men come , metaphorrically may be called 
a'vine, being a figure of himtocome, Rom:5.14, And all Hit 
children branches, and their worki,or fruites grapes , this itt 
ſome ſortmay appearc fromthat Rev, 14.18. And theh Adam 
ſoc conſidered is appoluted and decaved vine ; in whom all 
ſinned; and fie!l under condemnation, and death. Rom.g.12.18. 

And fo all nien that are the branches of him , as they corti 
out of him ar polluted, and defiled. Rom,$.19.Eph.2.1, And 

ſoe bring forth evill ge:pes, orfruites, the motiones of ſin, 

working in their members,and bringing forrh fruite ro death. 

Roms .21. &,7.3. Soc that Adam is but a wild vitie , abd as 

wee come from him, and abide iti Him ; wee can neither fuck 

in life;not bring forth any good grapes, or fruits : 1 Ce#.2.14. 


Þþ.3.66. 

Wit Tefus Chriſt the ſecond min, the 1aft Adam, the Lord; 
the quicketting ſpirit; hee is the true vine, in that hee as the 
publick man hath for men , and in mans nature,in his owne 

erſonh by death, reſurreRion , and ſacrifice taken away fin, 
lah. 3:5. Wrought Fightroulneg,anc received eternal life in the 
man;andfor men, Rom.3.24.& 5.18. 1.Toh.g.rr. $06 as all 
that come into him , ſhal receive righteouſheſle and eternall 

,1.Toh.g.12. That will eplive,and renew them, and bring 
forth hood fruites, Roms, 19. 2.Cor.5.17.8 3.8. 

HIT. Theunion, confederacy, and fellowſhip of the men 
of the world for atayneing , keeping and encreafing greats 
neſfe, riches, fame, &c. looking therby, andrelyecing an their\ 
pollicyes , and waves to obtaine ſoe as their lives ſhall be 
more comfortable;this metaphorrically may be called a yine, 
and they that-are brought into this union, and fellowſhip, 
branches, andtheir works, grapes; but this is as the vine of] 
Sodom,their grapes gall,their wine poyſon , Dex. $2.32:34- 
Whente ſuch warning not to conſent, or zoyne withthem in 
agronnorracy, Iru.t 4c.e6 19. Iſa.8.11.12. 


t Teſws Chriſt # the Trie Vine, In union , andfellowihipy 
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with whom all that come inta that ution, receive that which 
bring forth good fruites, his loves better then wine; 1. Tok.1.3. 
(IIS 13. 

IV. Theſtate ofthe common wealth, andchurch of IC 
rael, as it was appointed, and ordered by God, andfurniſhed 
with the wo , & orracles with Priefts , prophets, kings; 
with temple, ſabboths, acrifices, was a right noble vine, and 
fit ro bring forth good grapes, yet really mn all the outward, 
but as apertaining tothe fleſh , and tipically}, in figuring out 
the true; Iv. 2.21. Pſal.80.8.14. 

But _— Chriſt iS the Trac Vine ; in whom the truth 'of all 
tiped is found : hee the word , Tob.1.r.14. The King, Prieſt 
Prophet, Heb.3.& 7. The temple of God, Coll.2.9. The reſt, 
Heb. 4. The ftin-offecing the meat-offering, &c. Is.1.16, 
27.% 14.6. 

, A The convocation of the feyned , & Sour children of 
Godin their laws, precepts;doctrine,and fellowſhips,ar called 
metaphorrically , a vine; andtheir ſcocieties vinyards ; and 
their doings grapes, but all vaine, empty and bitter, Cane. 1.6, 
Mat.15.1.9. Iſa.66.5. Aburthen toallthe true borne ſeed, 

all 4.28: 

But Jeſus Chriſt 1s the Trae Vine, In union with whom, and 
in whoſe teachings , and opperationes:reall comforts ar met 
with, Jb.16.27, & 14.21.23, & 15.1.10. 

VI. The members of Chriſt in their ſeyerall ſcocieties, in 
union with Chriſt, and one another are vines, Cant. 2. 15. & 
C.11.& 7.12. 

Bat _ is the True Vine ; Hee in whom they have their 
being, & from whom their growth , and name of vine;; hee 
of, and in himſelf in his owne perſon 15, the vine, they nenther 
in,nor of themſelves are ſoe, but as they are in, and one with 
him; whence the particular perſons, ſcarce ſoc called, butthe 
ſocieties, as they are one together in him; who is the greene 
_ ; from whom their fruite is found Cont,q.15.Pſolm. 52.8. 
Koſe.14.8. 

$0 that if we would have the preparation forlife , God 
hath'made receive the teſtimony of love be hath given , and 
receive his promiſes with which comes plenty , peace, and 
ſaferie, drink of the wine that cheareth both God, and man, 
have the fpirit of life, & be fruitfull in it ; Abide in Chrifthee 
-isthe vine in which all this is , if wee would be freedfrom 
being ſnared with outward mercies from perriſhing inthe 
$13 A 4 polu- 


(F) 
polutiones, and witherings of Adam;or by the polutiones of 
the world, or documents of men: if we would not reſt in ſha. 
dowes,nor be puft up by grace received;Jit wee would exzoy 
the bleſſing in mercies , andthe lite that is for ever, &ſoe 
receive ſaving comforts, and refreſhings; Abide in Chriſt; and 
know,that hee,even hee, & hee only, is verily, the True 
Vine, 1gain; our ſaviour haveing inſtructed them concerning 
himſelfe doth likewiſe inſtruct them pteceming themſelves, 
inreſpec of their condition in him,anJ in reſpect of him,and 
that hee is; Hee the Vine; And to them he faith, Verſ. 5. Tea are the 
Br anc hes;hee ſpake to0,and of his diſciples, that had recerved 
his word ,; were cleanſed by it , and ſoc in him;Ferſ.3.4, In 
which Gying to his diſciples, are two things very obſervable. 

Furſt that all ment ave not in Chriſt; al men are not branches in this 

Trae Vine: Men are children of God, and ſoe branches in this 
vine by faith in Chriſt, Gall.3.26. But all men have not faith, 
2 Theſ.;. 2.$ome without Chriſt, Epk.2.12. Some writ in the 
earth, united in hart to earthy things. Fer. 17.5.6.13- Rev.1z. 
x8;Some till verily naturall as they are of Adam, 2.Cor.2.14; 
Some ofthe worldly combination , all which lie yet in wic- 
kedneſle, 1. 1oh.2.15. & 5.19. Yea and many in proteſt church 
aſſemblies, that yet ar not in Chriſt, (ant. r. 6. Rev. F 9. 
Yea it is very probable, that in comparriſon of others, they 
are but few that are branches in Chriſt, Iſa. 53. 1. Mat.”7.14. 
L#k. 12. 30. 32, True it is, leſus Chriſt tooke the nature of 
mankind, of al men, al that come of Adam, «Act. 197. 24. tob.r. 
T4. Rem.8.z. And in that nature hath dyed, and rifen,and 1s 
r_ filled with life, and Spirit for men, Romy. 24. 

ph.4.8. Pſal.68. 18.But this nature of Adam or man,Chrift 
tooke of man, Heb.2. 14. Gall:4.4. Not wee of him this frayle 
nature, but hee of us tooke this , whence hee is called; the 
ſon of man, of Adam. Ioh.y.1 4. Lnk-9.36.and F 38. And though 
in himſelfhe hath reſtored, and glorified this nature tor us, 
yet our comming in to him to partake with him is by the 
Spirit,or powre of the devine nature that is in him, 2.. (or. 
5.17. 1. (v1. 30. 

And ſo al men by nature, and firſt birth be Adams ſons, and 
as the Gentils in opoſition to the TIewes were of the wild 
Olive-tree, ſoc a] men comming from Adam, and remaming 
an their natural Rate,opoſed to Chrif , and thoſe born of him 
be of py, > mm vine,dead in treſpaſſes, and hvs, 
Eph: 2:4; 2:3.' Yearyen the Jewes them(clves, though _-_ 
; Cacs 


” + w. * © 


—_ WW” 0 


(9) 


hes of the true-olive : and tipicall vine; yet in reſpeRt of 
piritual on@nefſe in, and with Chriſt ,they by firſt birth are 
get branches in him, .but children ot the fleſh, dead in ſinnes, 
Raw. 8. 9. Andneeda new birth to bring thacmanco Cheiſt, 
that they may be branches in him. 1ok.3. 3. 5. 
Soe that noe man by his firſt birth is bratich in this wine 
norany, but ſuch as are zn fome fort Lorn 2gaine ; ſoe that 
Chriſt hath for all men taken their nature, and reito- 
red it, yetal men ace not in kim, aud 10 receive not that 


T&eftoration, 


Secondly , we have to note, that ; theſe ſpokentog , new 
were , but alwayes had nt beene branches in this Trae Vine ; 
They were by nature dead in fins and treſpaſles once, Eph. 
2.1.2.3,4.5. Sometime ofthe world. -1. 7. 5: out of which 
they were ſince choſen, Toh. 15, 16,19. Soe that inthis,that 
they were now branches jn this vine ; wee have fowre things 
conſiderable; I, How they came to bee branches in Chrutt 
the true-vine. I I. In what fence theyzare ſaid to be in him, 
II1, What degrees are conſiderable about beeing in Chriſt, 


as branches in the vine. I'V. What is intimated by their 
beeing in Chriſt , . as branches in the vine ; andall this as 
Scripture ſheweth , ſpeakeing of ſuch things, apeares ta 
bee: That 

I. Their becomming to be branches inthis vine was not 
by, and according to nature, and naturall meanes; for Jeſus 
Chriſt is a ſpiritual man, the Lord from heaven heavenly,and 
foe in that not like the firſt Adam , who was a natural man, 
and had his poſterity in his loynes, to come forth of him by 
a natural generation , 1 Cor.15, 45, 47. Gen. 5, 2, 3, 4. But 
as the Lord Chriſt is a ſpiritual man , to his ſced is a ſpirienall 
ſeed, not naturally fpringing forth from him , but ſepernatu- 
rally, and fpir.tually by a new bicth from above : brought in 
to him, Toh.3, 3, 5. and 6, 44, 45. Soc agnore are branches 
m Chriſt \ but ſuch as wwe irandee of the-arit , and fallen 
Adam firtt, Pro. 8, zr, 32. 1oh.1,4. Whence thirthanks far 


Spurit, Job,3,5. 14.441 3425+ — 1 bb, 5,6. 
R b 


ſome, Rom. 6, 17. Soc as for comming to bee branches int 

heiſt, there muſt be a ſetting forth of Chriſt , to the natarall 
branches of Adam to bee believed in. Rym. 3.' 24, 25, 26: 
And therein a takeing out of the old Adam , 2nd ngroafing 


auto Chriſt the new ; like that, Rem. 11, 17. Aud this iseffe. 


Ged as the new birth, (beeing the ſame with it) by water,and 


I. By 


(10) 

I. By water; ( which fpiritually underſtood is ) the free 
love of God inthe gift of his fon , & commendedthrough 
his ſon. , as ſet forth, and declared in the Goſpell or word of 
grace ; with fach prefence of ſpirit as makes it diſcernable, 
—_——— 4 er 9p 1:T6h-5.6.7.8. Which the. 
wes how Chriſt was broken, and opened for us, Ifa.53; What 
God hathdone, and prepared forus in him, 2.Cer.-5.19; And 
ſo evidenceth the love of God to-call , and draw us to him, 
Rom. 5.9:10. Tit.3.4-5. Ioh.4-10;And ſo are they begot to him 
by the word, Verſcq. Jam. 1.18. 

IT. By the holy fpirit of Chriſt or power of the devine 14. 
ture; entering the word intothe hart , ſo pin light , an 
glorifying Chrift to the hart , and Gods Tovet rough tm, 
nor 3-Pſal.119.130. Toh: r5.26:& 16:14.15-2.Cor 4:6: £ 
as he therby breakes of all old Adam like confidences, andis 


ſome meaſure enables to believe in Chriſt, and ſo brings intc 
him;enableing them to receive the teſttmonie, Phil. 3.3.7.8. 

Act 15.20.21.1. Theſs.1.5.2:Thefs.1.10; So as they begin tc 
wy on God in Chriſt. Rem.4.22,25.And to love Chriſt & h; 
1:Pet,1.9.21.22.23; And fo come in to himto attend on him 
for teaching, and life, 19h:667.68.69. In whichteaching of 


his by his ſpirit, they ar united it hart; or ſpirit to him, and 
renewed, Tit.3.5.6.7.2.Cor.3.17.18. 

Ando were theſe borne againe , and brought.into.Chril 
and made branches in him, Mat. 16,16. Ioh.14-14-19.& 15 
14-16.79: 

IT. Thefence in which they art ſayde to be branches ir 
him is likewiſe ſpiritual , ſuitable to > bs ſpiritual man , and 
ſonot to be underſtood of a carnal nnion,or in beeing; but of 
a ſpiritual union and in being in Chriſt , the zoyneing is by 
fprrit, 2nd union ſpiritual one ſpirit, 1 Cer.6 197; And ſo as hee 
1s in the believers ſpiritually and by ſpirit, and ſpiritual oppe 
r2tiones, Viz. 

I. Byhis gracious word, by ſpirit put into their hart, Pſ; 
er9.130. Tfa.5 9.21 Toh.r9.6.8. 2. (or.3.3.andy.n9, 

FI By that ſpiritual evidence, and teſtim@ny of kiraſelfe 
and his,and his fathers love given into their hart, which he 
hath enabled them to receive , and hold, 1. 1T9h.5.10,2.74 
1 12.Rom$ 15.16 

HI By his ſpirit, or ſpiritual difpofition, and mind, infuſc 
tothem , andcreated in them;as an indweller , and liveir 
pripciple, with its motiones Ezek,36.26, Rom. 8.9.1. (or, 
| I 


(ir) 


16. aindragBilg.e0.00.03 And thus is Chriſt 
in them ſpiritualſly;and ſo, and inthe ſame ſence are they in 
him,that is ſpirituafly, And ſo, 

I. Byfaith,ortheTpitiroffaith , inreceite ofthe teſtimo-. 
nye comming into him , cloſeing with him, andre'yein 
on him by believeing in him,2. (r.4.10.13. Gal.3.26 29, lob, 
1.14.1, nd ſo in him by faith. 


| love fpr from his1ove ſhead abroad in their 
_— t «holy oirke, which they love him, and Godin 
hith;atd him at vhe right Landof Go , and him n his ſpiri- 
eudl preſence in his peop'e, Row.5.5. 1.10.4 19 20.21. and 
F 1.1.Pet.1.8 22, And fo they cleave to him,and are in him 
by love, deſires, delight, and well-pleafednefſe in him, (8.3. 
1.2.11.1 (o.16.22, Joh. 14.21-23 and 16.24. Pſul.y3.25, 
HI: By a ſweet, and harty ſubmiſſion to be under histeac- 


hings, and in fellowthip with him, and his people, Pſal.73. 
8 24. 16b.6.68.69. Gall.2.2D. 

n tc And thus were they in Chriſt by faith, and love, arid delight 
t hi in him, ahd ſubmiſſion to his teachings, in ſpiritual fellowſhi 
hinj with him, ahd his people in his ordinances, Pro. 8.34. 3 Pak. 
g off 27,7.4.5; And rhus were they branches in this ſpiritual, and 
and} True Vine. 


TV. The degrees conſiderable about being in Chriſt : as 
bramchesin the vine are threefold, I. Preparing, and drawing 
ro him, HT. EttaBlifhing, and firmeing in him, 1 IT. Fartherrod. 
« - og in knowne , and growne eftabli{hment and fruicfut. 
neſle, 

I. In Some ſence,or degree, or preparation, and drawing 
to a nighneffe with Chriſt into the outward court of his rem. 
ple , and under his ſhadow , and teachings, into fellowſhip 
with his people, mm his ordinances; to beare his nathe, 2nd for 
mto the way in which waiteing they ſhall be faſtenedin-him, 
as that Pſal. 49, 5.8.2nd _. 1;3.4; And this is when in the 
heavenly call,or in the declaration of the Goſpel! , foe much 
light ; and powre of the ſpirit goeth forth, that they are 
brought ro diſtrne , and believe the truth of the report, Gal. 

1; Sofaras to admire the exceltencies of Chrit , and his 

octrine, Gall 4. 14; To defire after him, Iob 6.34 To yeeldto 
be his diſciples, to attend among his people in his orctin-nces 
3nd to make profefſion of his name ; ſoe fac rhofe of whom 
Paule was yet afraid, Ga# 4.1 1; Yes ſo for thaſe, 1,Joh.2.19. 

Yea foe far Indas,and Simon Mayus, H&.8.1 3. , 
ut 
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But yet theſe are not ſo prevailed with by the grace exten- 
ded,asto yeild up ſoe far to its opperationes,as to deny them. 
Rives cndlee al their owne intereſts goe for Chriſt ; and ſve 
to be drawne out from ;the love and fellowſhip of the world; 
in the eſtimate of , reliance one , and deſire of retaining the 
repute , and dyantages of humane wiſdome rigkteouſneſle, 
honour,riches, &c. & to have all their delighs & ſatisfying in 
Chriſt, who is not yet formed inthem, nor they yet come to 
keep ſabboth in him; Gal.4.9.19.Heb 4.1.4 ; Theie alſo are of 
thole that are called, but not yet choſen, and ſoc though with 
ſuch choſen ones,as, 1. Pet 2.9; Yet not ofthem, 1, 1oh.2.19. 
Though while they abide, they are reckoned brethren,and 
together with the reſt branches in the vine , andin abiding, 
there is hope fulnefle, that they in duc ſeaſon, th21! be ingra- 
ted, and firmed; Gal,4,7,11,12,13,and 5,4.19, Yet of theſe 
their be two ſorts one ſort, that are humbled , and gained 
through the grace belicvel, to take heed tothe word,as to a 
light | ce. ma dark place, 2,Pet,1,r9, And in waiteing to 
yeild themſclvesto obey thedoctrine , andgrace of Chriſt 
and of theſe little feare, but great hope, Heb. 3,7,14- 2, 1ohyg. 
The other ſort ſuch as doe ſecretly allow themſelves to ſatis- 
fe ſome pardomunat luſt, of coveteouſnes,pride,&c.and as Iu- 
das and Simon Magus,and of ſuch , though while abideing, 
ſome hope they may be prevailed with yetits but (mal and 
doubrfull » and the feare great, 1, Ioh,2.19, Whence that de- 
Rtinction, Iad,22,23, Andthat exortation to one of theſe lat; 
ter, AQ,8,22,23, 

II. There is a farther degree, whenthrough the grace be. 
levedin the heavenly call, they are pervailed with,to ſuffer 
the loſle of all for Chriſt and by the powre of the grace be. 
lieved, enabliedto take ſatifying in Chriſt and hens to reſt 
on god in Chriſt for eternall life, and all that 'apertaines ther- 
to0,and ſoc given up to be the Lords, Act, 26,18, Rom,q,23, 
25-And heerinrece.veing in believeing remiſſion of ſins, and 
the ſpirit of adoption, to inhabit, comfort, and lead them, 
Rom5,1,5.and8,2,14,15. They are ſoc knitto Chriſt, andto 
his cho'en ones, that their delight is in him, andfellowſhip 
with him; and them; ſo as they cannot depart from him, Io, 
6,68,69, fab, 142, 14.200 2,19,20. Pſal,16,1,2,&c, Andthus 
are they by grace choſen out of the world;the ſtate, love,and 
fellowſhip of the world, into Chriſt andlove; and ape ca: 

with him,and his, Tehz15,16,19,1,P(t,2,9, And ſoc hough 
Weak- 


(nz) 


weakneſſe be found in them, and they may yet be wanting in 
the fulueſſe of zoye, in reſpect of cleare knowledge and uſe- 
fulneſle of thewreſtabliſhment, yet are they not ot the world 
but in a ſtable condition, and ſuch as ſhall never be forſaken, 
Heb,8, Ier,z1;And thus werethcle fpoken too branches inthe 
vine, in Chriſt the True Vine. | 

I11. Yetis there afatther degree of rootedneſle';, and' 
growth in onenef{t inthir vine, ſuch as was for theſe 
that were already 'one 1h him, Job, 17, 20, 23 ; - Which is in 
a more abundant, and bright diſcoverie of the excellencies of 
Chriſt in the hope of his call and glorious riches of his inhe- 
ritance in theſiints , and the powre of the reſurreCtion, gi- 
veing more full teſtimony ', and knowledge of eſtabliſhment 
and foe full afſyrange, :bbroconformin to Chriſt, Eph. 1.14. 
17-20, Rom.$.16.17.32:33: &c; Which theſe alſo had after 
C your his aſſencion, and giveing of the Holy Ghoſt, 2. (ar. 3. 
18. anc 4-6. »- + Fo 

Tothole ofthe firſt degree is hopefylneſle in abiding ; and 
the greatneſſe ofthe dzyger mncionedin ynfruntuineſle,' 
and departure to thoſe of the ſecond degree ſafety , though 
not alw ayes the knowledge , comfort, and uſefulneſle oft, 
and tolofle of much may they come by unfrunfulneſle, and 
want of conſtancy 1n abideing, in drinckmg in, and yeilding 
to the opperationes ofthis grace. 

To thoſe off the third degree is aſluranee, and know]edge, 
and uſefulneſle of their ſafery, with more growth in rooted- 
neſle, and fruitfulnefſe ; Now this Crying 1p this place, -7e4 
are the branches : is ſoe ordered, that though it bee immedia- 
tly, anddirectly ſpoken to theſe ( at that time') ofthe 'ſe- 
cond degree, yetit hath its uſefainefle to both the other, as 
is hinted in this already ſayd of them. 

I'V. That which is intimated, and ſet forth in their bei 
affirmedto bee in him,and hee in them ; Hee the vine, they # 
Branches ; and ſoc branches in him , is more then I can rea 
in my underſtanding, much lefle can I exprefſc it, but accor- 
ding to what I am helpedto underſtand, I will briefly men» 
ci0r as acco'ding to Scripture I may. 

I. Their union, that they are one in and with Chriſt, and 
as this in cther ſimillies is ſhewne ; as that of a marriage , in 
which is, a donation by God of Chriſt to the hart, and of the 
hart to Chriſt an acceptation, conſent, and covenant between 
Chit andthe hart , and a fellowſhip for fruites, in which 

: tacy 
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they become que Spirit , Roe, 7.4. 5:1: (o.6.17. Andt 
of 2 building, ,atemple,or houſe »hercke met n;the = 


leevers together bulded on him , his temple or houſe, for an FP 


- 


habitation of God , through the Spirit, x.Pet.2.445-, 2. (or. 
6.16. In Whicls ORs elle, Epb.2, 19.23, . And, that of a 
body hee the head, andthe beliexers che members , united 
to ham; 4 Sedritta, and koji ether, aud Jed by one Spi- 
rig of life 1p him the beadimmegſugeably, inthemaccording 
tothe meaſyre of his dilpenſation , flawingfrom him jngo, 
and througb each member , by which they K7OW wp in him, 
and are compact together, and foe amang, them ove Spirit, 
and one body ,, Zpþi4-3 5.16.4. and 5-30 And ſoc of agreen 
glive-tree , Fa dt a) ns he rr vine ,, andthe 
branches; which 3t hur one zree. .,, bake were and.Qll 
fe yncd believers are-0nean, and with ( if by » devine 
aith, begoc by Carving ſtimony iv their hart, Gaſtening in 
riſt, and by the operation of his devint love in their hare, 
pringia up fpricnal and devine Jaxe ,cloſcing with , and 
cleaveing.to him, and.by the operation of his inſpired word 
of life, which ghey having received, - ar by x ſubpucdrg his 
teachings,leading into fellowſhip wi 4 apd ſuch unzon, 
and one-nefle have.they as is before hewne , .in whichthey 
are one Spirit with the, Lord: one body of the Lord , one 
Temple or houſefor the Lord to dwell in ; one tree or vine- 
tree, hee.the rgote., and mayne Body.they the bowes , and 
branches, and .ſge not oaly in him, hut ſtill entering into far- 
ther union, andgeowth, forfarther fruitfylneſſe, - Heb, 4. 3. 
Not oaly 43n cephilene in him, love to bim , and receite of 
teachiag from him- but both an al this , and through this in- 
$0 farther,one-nefle with him , and ſoc with Godthe Father 
in, and through him: into 
I, 'One-nefle with Godin his great defighne, of glonfying 
Joſs Wrayes ; and homes forth all tus andnelſe \ Fo 
rough him; reat delighne; ofe , . and buſinefte. 
alight Godzis, = beene, all be,to plority hill 
oY gloriring his Son , that himiſelfe may. be glorified in, and 


through his Son ; Toh.12.28. Pro.8.22.34. Joh.5.20.23, The 
maine deſighne of Chriſt is the me , un all the glory he re- 
£civeth from the Father, Jeb-17+1,6-and 7-18. And the belee- 
vers abiding in him, grow. into ynjqu with him an this deſigh- 
ne; toglorefy Chriſt that God may be glonhedin , andby 
him, P hull 1-20. 
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(25.9 
I 1s One-neffe with Godin ſpiritual habitation; ip delight. 
full love,and well-pleaſedneffe, his delightful Nove,apt Well.” 
pleaſednefſe being in his ſon, and through him ith "i thoſe ma_ 
deone with, andions jn his fon, Mat-3-17-and 175: $1 by 
Pſal «os oe 148-14,and 149-4; Ando their'Uctight, 
and well-pleaſedneſle in Chriſt , and through himin all that 
by grace ar made one mm him, P hilk. 3.3.8 9-10.and 4.4. Zſal.73. 

25,40416.2. 

* I 1 OQne-neſſe with God'in bis will andlove of com- 
paſſion towards them that are yet ignorant, and through igno- 
rance-unbeleeving; willing their preſervation, & repentance, 
waiteing with, patience: tor them , and yſeing meanes to- 
wards them, that they might repent, and come tolife, r. Tim. 
24 Pſd. 145. 8.9.2, Pet.z.g. Mat,y.44:45.Tit3.2. Act 26.18, 

I 111. One-nefle with Chriſtin yeilding rhe fleſh, or old 
man to be crucified; to have the new revived, and foe tolive 
inthe Spirit to God, Rem,6.3.6- Eph.4.21.24. 1-Pct.3.18.and 


MI-2, 
l Andſoe one.nefle with Chriſt in all his intereſts, avdpri- 
villidges next tnenfioned, 
| I 1. Theſe ſayings yown mee ; Tin you ; Tithe Vine; yed the 
Branches (2s as the other ſimmalics of one-nefle betweene 
husband, and wife in marriage foundation, aridþuilding in a 
temple,or houſeheat!,, and members ina body) doe fettorth 
their intereft and right 40 participatign,and ſpiritual partici- 
pation.i = firſt fruites now, andfulneſle in the harveſt of all 
— +44" i crO riches of Icſus Chriſt, ob, x, 12, 
4.4,7.3.22,23. 

9» os Hat verily , , His Father is their-Facher, 15-20, 
3 » 17:Pſal.89:26, Ram 8.15. ,, His Spirit is their Spirit,to 
» » dwell mand comfort, andlead them, Gab-4.6-7. , , His 
» » -Bzethren cher Brethren, Tok. 20. 17. Mar. 23 #:His Promi- 
Jes their Pramiſes , , That God-hath made Ntable in him 
for them, 2- Cor-1-20.21, 2. Pet. 1.4-And not ovly , his death is 
heir death, and hisrefurreFtion their reſurrection ; burtthis 
wiſedom, nghteouſnes, holineſle, redemption,and life,is their 
wiſedom, righteouſnes, holineſle, redemption andlife, 1. Cor, 
#39, Joh 14-1 9-Rom.$-2-Yea his goon 1s their people, his in- 
heritance,their mheritance, Ga | >= Agua 17. And pe his 
agenoy end gloric,their kiagdome,and glory, Luk 12-32. 
and 22,29-Coll 3,4 Yea in aword , his ſervanis for attendance 
and ſervice;betheir ſervauts for attendance , and fervice-Heb, 

I. 


(16) 
x.6-5.14 Yea hot only ſuch\, but hisfervanits for uſe, and 2d; $, 
vantage, beſides their wil are ſo, theirſeryants alfo, r, Cor. 3-22. &, "> 
Soe are they mtereſſed in all rhe priviſlidges ofthis True 
Vine,in the glotious husbandman the living ſap , the vite- n+ 
yard, and the fruites. - 
I 11: This fayeing you 2 mee ; Tin you, Ithe Vine, yea the Yo; 
Br an: hes doth ſet forth 2 great deale ofhonour , that God þ,.; 
doth put upoathem, according to zhat. Joh-12-26- and'5-23+Þ,. 
with, 1:5 2p.2-30 In that as be doth allthings by Chriſt, and & 1 
ſheweth forth his righteouſkeſſe through Chriſt whois theYp, 
ighteouſneſſe of God , in &hom God dwells, and through wan 
whom the devine nature ſhewes fotth its vertues, and oppe- Bj; 
zationes: Joh t-Heb-21- Tok 5-1. Tim.3.16- Soc 10w, as Chriſt is Tru 
the fruitefull vine, evenſoethe grapes , 1is vertues ſhall be ©; 
brought forth through A He aot only cloathes B,. 1, 
theng with his ſon eb — wy eſe, Phill 3-8-9. But al'Þ,.. 
ſo makes them the righteouſneſſe of Godin him, 2-Cor-5-21, ſy.Þ. 
Pro 
I 
kno 
Gah 
and 
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Soe 2s even his devine power in Chriſt for convencement, 
alureing to Chriſt, comforting,edifying by $pirit , ſhall be 
effected in their miniſtration by word, and conferſation, bb. 
x6-7-15:1-Cor-3.5.2 Cor-13.1.2.3.1, Theſ.r. 8. Yea hislove, and 
mercies ſhall apeare through theirtove and mercy, 2. Cor: 5. 
14-19, £9, Yea hiscightcouſneſſe ſhall apeare through them, 
and they ſhall be hif witneffes, Pſal.q2-15. Iſs 4310.12, Soe 
now in 2 meaſure, and after in fulneffewil he be ſeen, and ad- 
xiired in them, 8c, A great hononr- 2.Theſ 1.10, Pſal.149-4:9. Þ his | 
I V. "This theirbeing Branches in Chriſt doth father rm- 13.3 
port#that-al their life, comfort, and fruitfulneſſe, dependerh 
not on the firſt Adam;themſelves or any wiſdome, firengrh! 
induftrie,orereature at all, but him, and on him onelie, ſoe 
that being,and abiding in him , they receivelife from him, 
who is full of powre loye , and faithfulnefſe and none cam 
overturn him, In whom all fulneſſe dwells, and lowes. bb-v 
4416. Coll r:19-Tob,n1-25-26-and 14-19. : 
' And as he inſtructed them about himſelfe, and themſelves 
fo he inftruted them likewiſe about lus father, the great AL 
mighty God,'the father of our Lotd Ieſus Chriſt, and in hin 
thc ather of al that by faith are one him, Verſ. r.(As he ſaith.) 
And my father is the Husband-man; which holds forth- 
I. That ht hath made, and prepared this vine, as his ov 
eculiar,the wine wherof himſelte wil drink , and withthe 
ame refrelh his choiſe freinds, Cam,5.1- Pſal-36-8-9-He __ 


(17) 
! » omar; fo Ag Hee gave his ſon. Tob-4-16-t- oh 414: 
ce made him fleſh- 19h-1-14. Hee made him to be fin , and 
arſe for us,2. (5 21- Gall 3.13: Hee raiſed him fromthe 
lead;and made him wiſdome, and righteouſneſle for us, Rom. 
25-1-(or-1-30 Hee hath accenteſhus ſacrifice , and taket 


_ rell-pleaſednefle in him Heb. 10: 1.10. Mat: -17-ard 17-5 Hee 
00 Bhath filled him with ſpirit, and eternal life for men, & ſo hath 
pl made him a quickning y_ Pſal.68+18-Ifa 61,1+ 1-Toh-5 19. 
oa 11 1,Cor-35-45- And ſohath ſet him forth for a propitiation, 
WY Rt 25-A witneſſe, leader and commander, Iſa,y5 4- The 


© medium of diſpenſing ſpirit , Iſai.42 1-2 And comming into 
» him , and ruitfuſheſle, Ieh-10 9,Soc is hee the vine ; the 
* | True Vine, which God hath made, 2nd prepared. . 
I1- That fromthe beginning he by Biek; m ſuch me-nes 
Fas he uſed hath beene drawing in ſome to his ſon . :»ndtheſe 
« Fare his choſen, his vineyard, in whom his word is pur, an4 ſoc 
" ghecinthem , that from them he may be declaredto others, 
NU, E Prog. 1. Iſa.5-and 28-16. 
be 111, Hee Gil uſeth meanes through Chriſt, to make him 
ob. knowne,and ſoeto open him, and call, nd draw into him,and 
wm him , this bEing peculiarly in fome ſence the 
5 Ffathers worke , T6 1.13-Mat.16.16. Tok 19 6-7.8-and 6-444 5- 
MM, Band z.14-t5. Rom 5-8,102. Tim: 1.9. And ghis he doth by his 
OC ys goſpel, Rem. 1.16. Andthat both in his ſervants miniftration 
I#h.17.20 23-Ro-10.14 15.19.1.Cer-3-5- And alſo by 
9 & his ſpicit opperating therein, and therwith, Act.11.21,2.Cor- 
m-y 14.3 Whence that Acr-26.18. 
th} 1 V. That when God hath made'knowne His ſor by the 
Goſpel ; and vouchſafed the miniſtration of it by his fervants, 
with ſome moriones of his ſpirit calling to Chrilt, and foc into 
His vineyard, he (According to his ntghdrawing in the mea- 
pes , anddrawing them nigh to Chriſt and his) looke* tht 
> EEthey hould bring forth fruites, Iſa-5-4 Luk: 13-6- Even fruits 

* of repontance, Mat-3- Faith, love,joy, peate &c- Gal ts > 
OL Ard glorifying him,that others therby might come to pre 
ALY him, Mar-4-16- 

V. When he hath uſed fiich meanes, md ftriven with them 
and waitedfor them his time , and ſome bring-forth noe | 
yaite -,- that 18 ſuitable to the meanes , andfor him, Het 
taketh them away , cither by taking goſpd , ahi chiiteh 


JThy 


im 
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- Axe from them, Mar.21-42 43-and 23-37, 3%-2- Chron-36,16 17. 
elf 1s 5:5: 6- Orby taking away  — opperationes from 
cheat 


— 
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them , and io reprabatingithem , Ter* &- 16: 31+ Exck 
13- May 3- 1. lob. 2+ 19+ H. 2. 1.4. and 10- 29; 3% 

V I. Thoſe whichby the meanes , and ſpurittherin « 
bring forth fruite hee , purgeth that they may bring fon 
more fruite- 

I- He purgeth, and cleanſeth, by the grace, the promiſe 
the ſpirit givenall opperating, to reprove lin, Ieh- 16-8-9.1 
Todeny ungodlinefſe, &c-Tit-2-11-12- Tocleanſetrom alfi 
thineſle of fleſh, andfpirit,2. Cer,7.1, And ſoc is withering, a 
crucifying the fleſh , with the affectiones , andluſtstheree 
Iſa,49.6.7.Gall.5.24. 

. Hee pucgeth by afflictiones,, andcorrectiones (as « 
ten os is)to | downe pride , breake amen how : 
terpr.{c he them from their ſtrayings , and haſtent 
to himſelf tha Pay 


condemned with the world , bur partake of his rightcouſnef 
:.Pct.1.6.Ioh.;1. 16.24. Heb.12.6,11,1, Cor. 11.32. 1ja.27.8.9. 
I11, Hepurgeth them , in nurtoring with the crofſe 
Chriſt enablingthem,ro ſuffer ſhame, loſle, hard-thip,&c,fc 
the name of Chriſt by whomthe world 1s made as a crucihfe 
thing tothem, and they become ascrugitied tout which free 


from many ſnares,  Galk.6. 14.2, Tim.3.11.12. , 

And al this purgipg is,y they may partake ofthe vertue of | 
reſurrection of Chriſt, & bring forth more fruit, Row. 6.4. 5.6 
V 11. Heeaccepteth , and treaſurethup thoſe ftuitest 
are brought forth by the opperationes of his ſpirit, in , 2 
through thoſe that abide in Chriſt avd make them uſeful 

-L. Pt.2.3.4.5:9.Cant.5.1. 
V 111. Hee owneth, knoweth, keepeth, and approv 
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eif,that they may being judged in the world, not be | 


this vine, and vineyard, and branches with the fruites thereotY® 


Mat.3. 17. Pſa. 16.2, Tim.2.19.Cant.6.2.3.and 7.12. He hath nc 
only a right overthem , to diſpoſe of them, for fo all are hi 
Pſal. 119.91. The earths the lords , and the fulneſle theroh, 
the world, and they that dwel therin, Pſal. 24. :. Yea the whole 
held is his, Mar. 13. 24.But theſe are his garden, Iſa.5+.3. Hi 
vineyard, P ſal.80. 15. His pleaſant portion. Jer. 12.10, His p 
culiar , aboye al the field:his treaſure, Dexg.n9.6.Pſal. 135.4 


His enheritance, Dem. 9.26.29. And his jewels. Matt. 3. 17. Soe 


that they are owned as his choiſe portion, withſpeciall lo 
care, and porteCtzon. : 
And thus hath he inſtructed his diſciples , and us inthem 


bout,hus father, haniſelfe, and themſelves, which as it might b 
; a m0- 
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ch. 24 motive to deter all from harmeing them, - and to alure meu 
o come, and ſuffer themſelves by the doctrine of Chriſt to be 
irawne forth of the field into this vineyard, and ſo into Chrift 
id a ſtrong morive, to thoſe that are in Chriſt, &have of his 
rord; and ipirit in them, to abide, and walke in him, inthe 
Faith, and love of him and ſubmiſſion to histeachingy', and to 
re his word, & ſpirit, 21 its opperationes abiding in them ; 
mg they are in fuch a vine ; and have ſuch a Husband. man. 
Againe : As our Saviour had beene inſtructing his daſci- 
-reafFÞ'es , fo hee had been 2dmoniſhing them in warning them of 
danger of unfruifulneſſe, and not abiding in him, namely: 
as ff 1. at while they abide inthe beleife of him , 'and his 
ir word enlightened to their hart : and in fellowſhip with his, 
nd his wordabideth in their hart , there is a poffibillity of 
bringing forth fruite to God , Pſal.58. 5.6.7.8. A@. 28. 25. Heb: 
12. And in ſuffering its opperationes , and yeeldingup ther. 
o0 aſlurance of bringing forth fruit, Rem. 12.1. 2.Col).3.16. 
[ſa.48. 18. As heere,Verſ. 2.4 5.6. . 
11. That not abiding in him, and his word, but ſufferingit 
itherto be ſtollen away, or not to have its opperation, and 
Frooting inthe hart it 1s unpoffible to bring forth fruit , that 
will 2bide,or be accepted, Mar. 13. 19.20.21. As heere,Verſ.5.6. 
ITE, Thatthoſe to whom hee is made knowne , and his 
ord come , and they brought tothe vineyard , and br 
preth noe truite, God taketh away in withdrawing his hght, 
nd ſpirit fromthent', and foe cloſeth their eyes, and grveth 
hem up to hardneſſe , Ivh. 12.38. 39.40. 2. Thefs: 2. ro. And 
afteth them forth, even from the hart, and ſpiritual fellow. 
ſhip ofhis living people , Ir. 14, 11.1: loh.g. 11, and 2.79.'and 
fiftunteſteth them, 2. Tim. 3.9. Pſal-r2.5. 
nat FV. That whenthey ire tiken away, and caſt forth, they 
+ Wither, and ar ſoone withered;their monſture, light, zeale,and 
rof, yy -cr] bewty is gone, Pfal.125,5.8. Exck,19.10.13. Ind, 
ole? 2. As heere. Ver. 6. 
Hil V. That whenthey are withered, men gather them; while 
pe[they retamed his word, and{till the light ſweetnefle , and fa- 
r. 4 your ofit was dried up they conldnot be fo exfily drawne by 
poet Satan, ortuffs, or men, to other dottrine, or to idolatrie,ot op. 
prefſion, peticeution, or the like byt being withered, they are 
driven with every wind, and men gather themto any ſuper. 
1 {ftition; 'opprefſion, &c. they turne into Egypt, or the world 
befſ 2gaine,and their ſin greg and they become Afthe ſeer 
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of the Serpent , the worſt of men, Iam. r. 14. 15. Tal 
4- 5.12, Mat. 5.13. Asheere, Verſ.s6. | 
V I. Menthus throw them into the fire , and they fall us 


der the wrath of God, and tus angels ſhall bind them in bung 
les, andthey ſhall be throwne imo everlaſting fire, Fre. 7. 
27. Mat. 13.30.41.42. As heer,Verſ.s, 

A faire, = whats ſome warning, with mightterrify ar 
that receive goſpell from remaining as high-way , of toni 
orthorny ground , or harbouring ſuch a ſecret evill diſpoſ 
tion , as Iudas , and Simon Magus did orfrom difpiſing th 
word, and quenching the ſpirit , andit isa wholeſome 
monition to al believersto ſhun all degrees of withdrawing 
and backsſliding from faith, love, or any opperationes of the 
grace and ſpirit of Chriſt , and now farther our ſiviour wit 
this admonntion joynes, and gives to his diſciples for quic 
ning up their ſpirits , a ſweet, and forceible exhortation, ar 
encouragement, to abide in him,and that hee; and his wort 
may abile in them, and this from manifold ſure grounds ;at 

ng motives”, that willmeete in one, Viz. 

I. Theexpenence they had already found of the good 
neſle of him., in, and by the word he had fpokentot 
Verſ.z. He hadſpoken, and giventothem, the word, go 
or glad tidings of peace , remiſſion of ſinns, and everlaſtir 
life, which the tather hath prepared in him, which word, « 
goſpel the father gave himto ſpake; Mar. 1.14.1 5: Ib. 12. 
$9.and 17.6.7, In whigh word,or goſpell is declared ; Thi 

cace,or atonement, Chriſt by fea reſurrection, and ſacr 

ce hath wrought , andthetulneſſe of grace , andtruthi 
him; and the greatneſſe of Gods love in giving him , andh 
readineſſe to accept all that believe on yum , Lu4-24. 46. 41 
Ioh.1.4.9.12.14-16, 2nd 3.16.19. And the father ſending fort 
ſpiritin this declaration , didſo enlightentheir harts , ar 
prevaile with them that he therein brought them to beleev 
Mat.16.16. In which repentatice was wrought in them, 
they received remiſſion of ſins, andlife, and io were turne 
fromdarkoeſle to light, begotten to Chriſt made cleane, 
righteous in him, and ſo ſanctified to God, and had intereſt 
the things of Chriſt, 42.11.18. and 10.43. Rem. 5.1:5-8.10.14 
Tir.3.4 5-6. Ioh.3. 5. In which they expetimented his wo 
to be the words of eternall life doh. 6.68.69. 

 Sothatas in him , through that he bath done in himſelf 
life was prepared for men, eysnſo through him by his we 
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andſpirit bringing the word to theic hart , they had received 
of the life in him, and ſo experimented the gooineſle of him 
in his word , and to them and ſuch as they this muſt needs be 
a ſtrong, and forceible motive , to abide in the faith, and love 
of him, and to have his word abiding, and opperating in them, 
Pſal.119. 93. 1. Pet.1, 21, 22. 23. and 2.2. 3. Whence that, 
2.Per.1.9. 

I 1. The powre effecacy, andfruitfulneſle of the ſame gra- 
ce, that will operate and ? (he forth it ſelfe in frunfulnefle in 
thoſe that abide in him , and have his word abiding inthem, 
Verſ. 5. So that ſuch 2s abide in mindfulneſle of his word, and 
ſo in their belicfe, eſtimate, love of, and ſubmiſſion to him, and 


his teachings , and ſo ſufter his word to abide in them1n its 


opperationes, it will be profitable, and fruitfull in them, and 
make them fruitfull alſo , Heb.q.12.1ſa.55.3.10.1:, I, It will 
free them, not only from that caſting of, withering, and burn- 
ing foremencioned, 1ob. 11. 25. 26. Burt alſo from thoſe out- 
0 6 hart condemnationes, and ſore correctio- 
nes that others, by inconſtancie, and forgetfulneſle of him fal 
into, Rom. 8. 1,2. Its 2, Pſal 119.9.92. 1.Cor.15.1. 


4 

I 1, It will bring torth plenty of fruites inthem , of love, 
joy, peace, patience, meckneſle, heayenly defires, and motio- 
nes that will ſpring forth ro ſpirituall , prayers, confeffion, 


converſation, &c. Coll. 3.16. Iob.n. 3839. 

III. Itwill leade too , and bring forth bleſſed fruites in 
their word , and converſation for convincing unbelievers, 
aluring the convinced to Chriſt and edifying believers , Iſa. 
61.3.7. 2.Pct.1.9.8. 2. Cor.13.18. Andthis alſo is a trong and 
torceible motive to abide in Chriſt , and that his word may 


"ol abide in us. 


I 11, The abundantlove of the Father to Chrift his Son, 
# ſoc that a} that are brought to,and abidesin this his Son, and 

have him in his Word and Spirit abiding in them , he loveth 
them as he loveth his Son, r4 the ſame delightful love. Joh 12. 
26, & 14.23.& 19.23. And giveth them eternall life , Job. J-3e- 
36. And whatſoever they aske of him;they abiding in Chriſt, 
f and his words 1n them; it ſhall be done to them, veyſ 7. Ch. 16. 

23.24. 27, Which aiſo is a ſtrong motive to abide in him, and 
that his words may abide in us. Pfall. 66. 18. 19. 20* 

I'V. The aſſured comfortable ive of all , namely : That 
in his word abiding in them, and they abiding in him, and {@ 
bringing forth frunes, their ms yn delighne , and buyſineſſe; 

3 even 
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even thatin which they are one with God and Chriſt , ſhall 
be accompliſed , to the ſatisfying, and joying of their harts, 
that is, God thall be glorified , and fo they ſhall be diſciples, 
and followers of Chnit, like himendeed, verſ 8. Phill 1. 20, 
Whichis a ſweet prevayling motive ; And how much more 
all theſe in one, the fore-experiments , and preſent opera- 
tion of his grace, the Fathers love,and anſwer of prayers,and 
glonfying hiadcifin their fruittulneſſe , is it a ſtrong motive, 
to exget, and encourage to abide in Chriſt , andto have his 
word abiding in us, 

Ard our ſaviour having thus already inſtructed admoniſh- 
ed,andencouraged his dijciples, proceedeth in the, 9g, and 1g 
Virſcs. To a father encouragement direction and inſtruction 
of them to-rchis Abiding that their joy might be ſal, From which 
practyſe of our ſaviour might be obſerved. 
. , I. That the work of the miniſtration = Goſpcl 15 a conmtrun- 
al works tobe followed , not only for bringing in men till to 

ſt, but even alſo for building up , and nconm_eng thoſe 

that are in Chriſt while they axe in theſe clay tabernacles, fo 
was the miniſtration of the Goſpel by leſus Chriſt trom the 
IHning of it, from the baptiſme of lohn, till the day that he 
the world, A&. 1,21.22. Ioh.16.28. and 19.4.12.13. Andfo 
Was the minjftration of his ſervant till the time of their ——_ 
ture,. 2. Tim, 4.6.7.8. 2. Pet.1.13.14, Andſuch is the miniſtre- 
tian of his ſervants ill to be a continued worke, and that not 
only that they may continue being the ſilt of the earth , and 
the hghe of the world , and by their light ſhining to win in 
mentoglority God , Mat.5.13.16. But olſo for ſuch as God 
hath bleed their miniſtration unto , and made them inſtru- 
ments by which F ſpirit hath brought them to Chriſt enabled 
them to believe on him, and writ his mind in their hart, they 
are npt then to ceaſe their miniſtration towards them , but 
thento follow one , and more abundantly to care for watch 
ayer, pray for, inſtruct, admoniſh, and entourage them for 
their father building up , and preſervation in the Faiths, and 
provosation tolove , and good works, 2.Cr.3.2.t0 x7. and 

31; 2,3. led.1.y, A. 20.28. 

; iT I, That thoſe, who are through grace brought into be- 

-, -heve , made cleane by the word of Chriſt applied 

them, 2nd ſo4n Chriſt and hee inthem it is meete , needtul, 
oh Srofeable,and fafe for them, tobe ſtill attending the mayiſtra- 


gion of Chrifh in the Cofpell,and to be further inſtructed, ad} 
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moniſhed;exhorted, and encouraged , and that againe, and 
againe, while they are in theſe clay tabernacles, 1. Cor. 13.10. 
12,Yea'though they bee ſinceere, and fruitfull, Ph4l.1.7. and 
2.1.13. and a 1.2, 10. And know , and are eſtabliſhed in the 

reſent truth, 2. Per. 1.12.13. Yea though their faith, love,and 
ba e be ſtedfaſt, and opperative, and their election of God ſo 
teſtified as may be knowne. 1. Thefs. 1.3.5. and z.2. Yet ſtil the 
miniſtration of the Goſpel] is meete , needful, and ſafe even 
for them, becauſe of oppoſitiones in fleſh, and weakneſle,(and 
warits that yet may yet be found in the uſcfulnefle ) of their 
faith, and love,and orderly walking, 1. Theſs. 3. 2.3.10. 

And good ends, and reaſons for both theſe points are given 
in the ſcripture it ſelf, as fo inſtance briefly a fave. 

I. To ſtit up,and keepe mindfull, and waking the harts of 
the believers , 2. Per. 1. 13. and 3. 1, Thatſo they may not 
ſuffer that loſe in opportunxties which forgerfulnelle, & flee- 
pineſle endangers too, * Cant.5. 2.3.6. 

II. Toprevent, and ſave from ſedycements by falſe doc- 
rine, which enſtrange from God, and Chriſt, i. Cor. 15. to the 
end, 2. Cor. 11.1. 2.3.11.1. 1oh.2.19. 

I 11. Toprevent, and fave from the intiſements, and de- 
ceitfulneſle of ſinfull, and worldly luſts that withdraw from 
God, Heb.3.1.12.13. 1.16h.2.16. 
IV. To edify in faith, love, & hope, 1 Theſf. 5.11, Ind. 20. 21. 22, 

V. Toprovoke to fruitfulneſſe inlove , and good works, 
Tit.3.8, Heb. 10. 24. þ 

V I. To help forward to fulneſle of joye , and comfort 
that may abide and hold in times of tribulation ; 1.1oh.1.4. 
1. Theſs. 3.2.3. | 

$0 that in the truth of theſe two obſervationes , in Chriſt, 

ractiſe,and teaching it appeares, that it comes not fromthe 

: irit of Chriſt for any diſpenſour ofthe Goſpell , to think 
that when any are by their miniſtration brought to Chriſt 
that they may then leave their care over them, and ceaſe their 
miniſtration towards them, all the ſcriptures ofthe Apoſtles 
ſhew the contrarie. Nor is it from the Pri of Chriſt for any 
that in believing know themſelves in Chriſt,and hee inthem 
tg@mnceite , they now need no more to attend the miniſtra- 
tion gf the Goſpel! , the whole ſcripture ſheweth the con- 
vr pe this might alfo be an exhortation to us, bath to the 
woſe of , and attendance to the continual miniſtratian of the 

Goſpel), 2.Tim.4.2. Heb,13.7.8, &c, Now inthe g. and 10. 
_ B 4 Verſes: 
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Verſes: For the better , and more full underſtanding of that 
which is therein held forth tous , it is meete firſt to conſider 
ſome circumſtances about the words , and then that which is 
ſet forth in the words themſelves. 

Firſt : For the Circumſtances,theſe three are conſiderable. 

I, Whoitis , that affirmeth ſoe great Love. I I' To :and 
of whom (ſo great love is affirmed. I11, To what end the 
ſaying is recorded. 

I, Forthe firſt , whoſe affirmation this is of ſo great , and 
peculiarlove ; Itis evident from the chapters before , and 
ver 1.0fthis chapter, that it is the affirmation of leſus Chriſt, 
who i5 the Son of God. Rom. 1.4. Job.11. 27. And the Saviour 
of the world. Toh. 4.42. 1. Ioh.4. 14. And Read, and husband 
of his Churh. (p4,5.25.32. Who is the truth it ſelfe, Toh. 14.6. 
All whoſe words are truth,and nothing falſe, or wreathed in 
them, Fro. 8. 5,8. Hee of whom the => hath born teſti. 
mony. Mar. 3.17. I»h.5.37. He of,andto whomthe Holy Spi- 
rit of truth, hath bo-ne,and doth beare teſtimony, Toh. 15.26. 
Tr. 6h. 5.6. Hee whoſe lips are full of grace, P/al.gs. 2. And 
in whoſe mouth was never any gvile found, 1. Pcx, 2.22, So 
that of the truth, and verity of this affirmation , how great 
ſdever it were great ſin to doubt at all, and needfull it is, that 
wee be 'firme int behefe of this greatneſſe , power love, and 
truth of oyr ſaviour his one-neſle with God , and his one- 
nefſe with ut, his tove to mankind, and his peculiar love to 


the church,that ſo wee may firmely believe the truth of this. © 


afhirmatiop ofſo great love,&c. 19h.3.31.32.33. and 11.25, 
ff. Forthe ſecond , whothey areto , and of whom ſo 
great , andpecuhar love is affirmed , and invitation , and 
drectzonfor abiding therein given it15 evident to be the dif- 
ciples of Chrift : Ioh.13. And though they were the cleven 
Apottles, Tudas Iſcariot being gone gut, and their could be 
no more at that time , becauſe it would have beene above 4 
competent number for eating the paſſcover together, yet this 
affirmation was tothem, as they were his diſciples, and did 
beleeve on him , and love him, and ſo concerned all that did 
believe on him, and love him, as well as it did themſelves that 
were p_ to heare, andthis appeares by the tearmes,and 
titles, by which they were called, as, His owne which were 
m the world, Ch. 13. 1. Which alſo were al given,and brought 
to him by the heavenly call, Tþ:6.39.44.45. and 17.2.8. And 
diſciples ,Ch.13. 5. 22. 35. As all were that did believe 08 
im, 
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him,and love him, Mat.s.1.13.14-15-16. And little children, 
chap. 13-33-appliable to all that believe on him,and love ham, 
Joh. 14. 1. 1. Joh.2.12. 13. Andit appeares likewile by the 
new commandment given them, chap. 13-34. Which is given to 
all that unfeinedly believe on him, 1. 164. 3.23.24. and 4.21. 
And it alſo appeares by the [5 —_—_ ofthe Girk tothem, Joh. 
14-16. 17. Whi h promiſe belongs alſo to all that believe on 
him, lok.7.38.39. A@&.2.38.39. Andit appeares allo by the 
metaphor, and expreſſiones uſed in this r15.chap, In which al 
that it ſaid of being Branches in him , Verſ.2.4.5. Ot being 
cleane through the redemption , andpropitiationin him, by 
his preaching the Goſpell ſpiritually appliedtothem, Ver. 3. 
Of abiding in him , Verſ. 4. Of impoſſibillity of bringing forth 
any ſpirituall , and acceptable truite , without abiding in 
him, Verſ.4.5. Ofthe withering of ſuch as abide not in Pim 
Verſ. 6. Ofthe acceptation , and anſwering the prayers of 
ſuch as abide in him, Veyſ. 9. Of the glorif ying God by bring- 
ing forth muchfruite by thoſe that abide in ham and his weed 
in them,Veyſ. 2.7.8. Every of which, and all of them applya- 
ble to every behever, Heſe. 14.5.8. And nothing in al thas 
is ſpoken which is ſo peculiar to the Apoſtles , Bur that 
i appertaines alſo to all believers, yea , andtothe Apo- 
ſtles themſclves, rather as they were believers, then as they 
were Apoſtles, like that, Mat. 16. 16. 17. 18. So that 
the affirmation of this ſo great love , is to , and of his 
diſciples , that did believe on him and love him , in whom 
wee have for our better underſtanding , avd uſe-fulneſſe 
two things to be noted , one that they were endeed, belie- 
vers in, and lovers of him, the other, that at thattime,they 
were but babes, and cumbered with many infirmuties. 

I. They were ſuch as by the ſpirit of grace enlightening 
the Goſpell,or word of grace totheir haat, were brought to 
beheve m lefus Chriſt:and in that believing to love him , and 
ſo were alſo beloved of the Father. Mar.16. 16.17. lob. 16.27. 
They were not ſuch as did challenge an intereſt in kim, and 
his grace from any changes , orrighteous works or frames 
of their owne, like the old Phariſees, Lak 18:9,11. Or new 
followers of them that by ſuch changes ; and works truſted 
in themſelves that they were Chriſts, 2. Cor. 10.7.12.18. Nor 
were they ſuch as were brought to believe only through an 
gporant admiration , and good perſwaſion of Chriſt occ3- 

wned by ſome reports , and ſight of ſome great, rare, and 
By wonderful 
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wonderful works done by Chrift as Nichodemus before he 
was borne againe, ob. 3.2.3.5. Nor were they ſuch as were 
brought to believe his doctrine \, and admire him only 
through the beholding ſome excellency in his doctrine, and 
the pany” + and ma reſtical) manner of his teach- 
ing , as thoſe who were yet farfrom being borne againe, 
I6h.7.46.and8.30. Norgaied only to ſome fleeting deſires 
after zood from him, as thoſe, Toh.6. 28.34. Who yet tooke 
offence at his doctrine, but they were ſuch as were brought 
$0 tlus their believing. 

I. By a fpirituall lumination , revelation, or ſecret ſpiri- 
tuall evidence and teſtimony grven by God,through the Go. 
ſpellto their harts , evidencing to them and enlightening 
themin the great love of God in the gift of his ſon, and in the 
fulneſle of grace andtruth in Teſus Chriſt and that hee is en- 
deed the Chriſt the ſon of the living God , the ſaviour of the 
world, who hath made the atonement , and in whom 1s life, 
in which diſcovery, and evidence, their harts were drawneto 
him, and enabled to believe on him, and love him, 6b. 1.14. 
15.16, and 14.1. 1. Joh. 4. 14. Mat. 16. 16. 19. Iſa.y 5-4-5: 
Rom.5.1.11.1. Pet. 1.21.22. | 

I I. By a fpiritual communication, and infuſion of grace 
by Chrift into their hart, Row. 5.5.Tit.2.4.5.6.7. Chriſt re- 
vealing his father, and his fathers love tothem and ſo giving 
in his fathers words , orthe Goſpell he received to miniſter 
ito their harts, in receite whereof they experimented love, 
and found life even eternall life, and were 5 rw knit both 
in love, and confidence to him, Toh, 19.6.8. and 1. 16. and 6. 
68. 6g. 1. Pet.1.21. 22. and 2.3.4. 5. Thus through the 
Colpell with fpiritual :lumination , and communication of 
grace, they did both believe in leſus Chriſt,and love him un- 

einedly : And ſuch they were. 

I 1. They wereſuchas ( notwithſtanding this their faith 
in Chriſt,and love of him ) were yet but babes,and ſubject to 
like infirmities , as we now are , and that not only fo far as 
thoſe, who were farther grown, then theſe yet were. A@. 14. 
1415. Jam 5.17. But as then weaker,and more lyable to bee 
foyied with iafirminties, and paſſiones in ſome meaſure ; then 
ſuch grown-men were. 

I, They were as yet to that time of this affimation,bnt ba- 
bes, and weake in the knowledge of heavenly miſteries, not 
yet able to underſtand parables, though the y were not of the 
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moſt miſterious parables, Mat. 15. 16, 17, Nor yet apt to un- 
derſtand the ſayings of their own maſter, and teacher, Mar. 
16.6,9. Nor yet able to bear the ſayings that Jeſus Chriſt had 
to make known to them, Fob. 16. 1 2. Noc did yet underſtand 
the ſcriptures that ſpake ot the lufferings, reſurrection, and 
Kingdome of Chritt, Luk, 24. 25. 26.29. 

Ii. They were as yet when this love was affirmed to 
them;but babes, and weake, in reſpect of therule, nd oppe- 
ration of grace, and their content taking therein, and bein 
formed to the likeneſſe of Chriſt thereby,being at ſome time 
ready to diſlike , and take offence , at their maſters plaine 
ſpeaking of his croſle, and ſufferings,and to fault him, Mar. 16. 
21.23. May.$.3.32. Some times ready to wiſh vengeance on 
ſuch as dealt dijeourteouſly with their maſter,and them, L#k, 
9. 53. 56. One ſome occafion ready to envie one another , 
Mat. 20. 20. 24.25. Somtimes to envie ſuch as wrought mira- 
cles in the name of Chriſt, and did not follow them and to for- 
bid them, Mary.9.38.39. Sometimes to be ſtriving,and reaſon- 
ing who ſhould be the greateſt among them , Mas. 18. 1. 3. 

r.9.33-34- 

I TI. They were as yet but babes, and weake for ſpiritu- 
all trength for ſtanding , and walking , enher in approvin 
things moſt excellent , or giving excellent teſtimonies of 
love when tried, being ſometimes ready to —_ of, and 
take offence at the excellent works, and fruites of love, both 
in leſus Chriſt their Lord, and maſter, Mey. 3. 20.21. 1b. 13.8. 
Andin ſuch as greatly loved him, Mat 26.8.16 Andat one 
time of trial not able to watch with htm one howre. Mat 26. 

7-49-41. And againe in trial ready to withdraw though not 

m their faith, 2nd love ; yet from the walking in , acknow- 
ledgement, and teſtifying of their faith and love, Mar. 26.56. 
50. Theſe, and ſuch like infirmities were they yet acumbred 
with which when they were better growne , they were 
more freed from, A@&.q4.8.12. and 5.29.41. Though in ſome 
tryals, liable to be overtaken with ſame infixmiries fall , Gall 
2.11.12. 

$0 that they were believers, and as yet but wake believers 
ſuch as were yet ſubject to many infirmities,and yet notwith. 
ſtanding thoſe infirmities , were unfeyned believers , and 
lovers of Chriſt to whom our ſav;our did affirme ſo great Jove, 
with invitation,and direction to continue tn that h15 love, 

For the third, to what end , and for what uſe this affirma- 
non 
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tion,invitation,charge, direction with promiſe of ſuch pecu- 
liat love is written and lift upon record to be read , preached, 
heard,meditated, and this appeares to bee. 

I. More Generall, and common for all that come to heare, 
or reade the ſame , that in heanng , and reading they might 
believe the truth of this ſo great , and peculiar love of Chriſt 
to thoſe that are come into him,and believe on him , and love 
him, that in beliefe thereof they might deſire after him, and 
come in,and ſubmit to him , and receive his gracious words, 
that they alſo might there-through be brought to believe on 
him,andlove him, that ſo they might come to partake of this 
peculiar love, Toh. 11. 42. and 17. 21. 22. 23. and 20. 3r. As 
Jeſus Chriſt ſet forth the privilledges of his ciſciples, in 
the hezring of the muititude , Mar. y. 3. 8. That the 
multitude hearing the ſame might bee alured to become 
his diſciples, that ſo they might alſo come to partake of ſuch 
priviledges. 

I I, More ſpeciall, andpeculiar, for ſuch as by the ſpirit 
of grace are enabled through the Goſpell in the knowledge 
of the propitiation made by Chriſt and the eternall life that 
3s in him, andthe love of God inthe gift of his ſon, to believe 
thetryth , and goodnefſe of the report of the Goſpell fo as 
therethrough they are convinced , and empried of their for- 
mer delight, and confidences, and alured, and overcome to 
fubmnut, and come into Chriſt, Row. 6. 17. Ifa. 5 5.4 5. 6.6.44. 
45. Andin believing receive from God through Chriſt : re- 
miſſion of ſius , peace in conſcience , and acceſle to God. 
AS. 10. 43. Rom. 5.1. 2. Eph. 2.17.18. $0 as heerby they 
are enabled to believe , both the redemption, and reconct- 
liation wrought in and by Chriſt with God, which 1s in him, 
and hee is , andthatreconcihation that by his ſpirit he wor- 
kethin mento God , and the eternall hfe that is in himro 
beſtow, and inthis believing to depend on hum for the ſame, 
and in that dependance, to love both hum, and their brethren, 
Rom. 5.6. my 11, and 4. 22.25. 1. Pet.1.8.21.22.23, Theſe 
though yet accumbred with ſuch like infirmities , as theſe 
diſciples were , are yet true believers in,end lovers of Chriſt 
and built upon him, and in the ſame condition, and fo loved, 
even -2sthey were , asis evident by comparing our ſaviours 
profeſſion to Peter , -and Peters aplicatioh of the ſame to all 
unfeyned believers, and lovers of Chriſt, Mar. r6.16. 19.18. 
With i. Pe. 2.3.4. 5.9. And our ſaviours promiſe to all ſo be- 
: leving 
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leving in,andloving of him, I4.14.21.23. Andthis affirma- 
tion,charge, and direetion 15 recordedfor their learning,that 
through patience , and comfort of the ſcriptures, they may 
have bope, Rem. 15. 4. Ando not only know ; they are be- 
loved, but evenſo be'oved of Ieſus Chrilt, even as the Apoſtle 
writ to thoſe that believed, and knew they had life, that they 
might farther know this etecnall life , and their having of it, 
and ſo believe more,and more, and have their joy full, 1. lob. 
$.10.11.12.13, and 1,4. with TJoh.ry.11. | 

Chbjef, It ſeemes as if believers now could not have like 
aſſuranceof ſuch peculiarlove, and fo ſuch conſolation init, 
as the c hadto whom Chriſt ſpake it, becauſe they had it from 
Chriſt his owne mouth , which none now can have becauſe 
he is in heaven. 

' Anſ. This is a great miſtake and wrong conception, con- 
futed by our ſaviour himſelfe , who before he lift the world 
did teſtifie, that he would ſend another advocate, and c omfor. 
ter, even the Holy Spirit of truth in his ſtead, and place to be 
with the believers for ever , andthat his Spirit ſhould bring 
his words to their remembrance , and teachthemal things. 
Job. 14. 16. 17. 18. 21. 23.26. Yea oe as it ſhould be noe dam- 
magetothem,that he leftthe world, and went to his Father, 
but more gainfullto them, then ifhe had not gone in bodily 
preſence from them. Job, 16. 7.8. 15. And this Holy Spint 
gives to believers a twofold knowledge of this peculiar love, 
though not both alwayes at once ; and this-he doth. 

I. By making a man a believer , glorifying Chriſt & in his 
hart, as hee not only brings him to believe the propitiation 
made by him, but in believing that love, and goodnefitro 
depend 01 God in Chriſt, forfarther ſaving, and tot that eter. 
nall life that is in him, 1. Per.1,21. Rem. 3.24,25. 28d 4.23;25, 
and 5.8,9,11, Andtherein effects love , anda Chriſt-like &- 
ſpoſition, 2, Cer.z.3. In which believing, be gives them inre- 
reſt in Chriſt, andin al that is Chriſts, x,Cor.1.30.and 3.22323, 
Andſuch in their believing veiw of this afimation , and in. 
vitation , may know themſclves ſo beloved , and envited 
of Chtiſt, and have the ſame aſſurance , and conſolation 
thereofthat theſe had to whom Chriſt pake.If not ſomthing 
more then they had till after his afſencion, that they re- 
ceived the- promiſe of the more abundant portion of the 
Holy Ghok compare , Rom, 15. 4. 5. i, Joh, 5. 10- 13+ 
with Joh. 16. 7, 35. and 2%. 31. 

IT. By 
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I 1. By « more peculiar wieneffing fuch love as this into 
their believing hart. Row. 8. 15, 16, 19. By a ſupernatu- 
rall illumination, and inſpiration of his gracious word , and 
promiſe intothe hart, in which hee cleares up , and theads 
abroad, even this peculiar love more” abtndantly therein, 
Toh. 14. 26. Rom, 5. 5. Tit. 3. 5, 6. By which Spirit Chriſt 
doth manifeſt his preſence with them, & acquaint them with 
the things of the Father ; and himſelfe, which gives more a- 
bundant conſo'ationto the beleevers, as it didto theſe, when 
they receivedthe ſame, Foh.r4. 21, 23. and 16, 13, 14, 15.7. 
AA. 2. Cant. 1. 2. , 

Andto this end was this recorded ,' that believers might 
know certainly their intereſt inthispecu'iar love , and have 
the conſolation of it, & waite therein for the more full ,& pe- 
culiarteſtimony therof; & ſogreat their conſolation thereby, 

From theſe three things thus obſerved, '( Viz. ) Thzt it is 
Jeſus Chriſt, that hath affirmed fo preatlove , &c. And that 
it was affirmed to believers, and that it is recorded for belic- 
vers, that they may know how they are beloved. 

I. Althat reade, and hearethe ſame ſhquld be ſtirred up, 
to obey , andembracethe Gofpell of Chriſt, in which nor 
only de"iverance from fin and death is declared, and tendered, 
but alſo for ſuch as doe believe ; ſuchpeculiar love, ani cter* 
nall life, to be farther found in Chriſt, and the greater grace it 
tenders, the greaterthe ſin, andthe more woful the condition 
of al-that doe flight, and diſobey the cal thereof. A7.8. 38.39. 
41. Hoſe.11,7. Heb.2.3.and 12.25. 2, Theſ. 1, 8. Ohthatmen 
would beleve, atid turne. 

I I. Believers have good cauſeto praiſe , and glorify God 
for recording the affirmationes of , and invitationes to ſuch 

ous the Goſpell. Rev. 22. 16, 17. And alſo, togive 

e more erneſt heed to this great love, and ro the invitatio 
and dire&ion for continuance therein; ſeeing it is from Chri 
to them: Heb. 2.1, 4. And according to this threefold confidp- 
ration vew the words themſelves, now in the words thent- 
ſelves are three things conſiderable. | 

T. Our Saviour ſerious affirmation of his love, and the man- 
ner of it to his diſciples, As the Father hath loved me, ſoc have 1 
leved you. 

I I. His gracious exortation, invitation, or charge, Come 
tinue yee in my love. : ; 
I1I, His ſweet, and ſafe direQion how to ——— 

ove 
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love, including a promiſe in it ; If yee krepe my commandments, 
yee ſhall abide in my love , even as 1 have keps my Fathers cone 
mands, and abide in bus love. , 

I. The firſtthing to be vewed in our Saviour ſerious affir. 
mation, 

A's the Father hath leved mee, ſo have I leved you. In which 
are two things obſervable ; One that our Saviour loveth his 
diſciples , that believe on him, and love him; and this put 
downe imcluſively, as athing ſo known tothem, that it need- 
ef no affirmation ; The r: that our Saviour ſoc loves 
them , asthe Fatherloyes ham, ſo that heere are twothings 
affirmed. I. Chriſt his love to belieyers. 11, The peculia- 
rity , and manner of his love tothem , whenceſpring two 
obſervationto verw, 

Of. 1. Thar leſus Chriſt hath loved , and doth love all, 
that inthe Heavenly call are brought mn to believe on him, 
and love him; andthat with fuch an apecaring , and manzfe- 
ſed love,thatthey may know hee loves them, whence the 
affirmation is heere about the kind , and manner of his love, 
aud not fimply of his love, as knowing they did not que- 
ſtionthat ; For that is ſoc abundantly teftified , that unleſle 
they cloſe their eyes, and harden their harts,the y cavnot but 
know , and believe that he loves them , and that he loves 
them much. 

I. Inthat he tooke our very nature upon him ', and was 
made fleſh yea for our ſakes tooke ſuch fleſh , and bloud, as 
wee have,ſubject to weakneſſe, paines, and death, and ſo not 
only being God, became man,but being in the forme of God, 
equall with his father in glory |, -and majeſtic , hee our caſe 
requiring it, became not only man, butan faſhion as a man, 
in torme of a ſervant in the likenefle of ſinful Retb;, - as a wor. 
mezand no man, a reproach of men and deſpiſed of the people 
for our ſakes,and was not this great lave, lob. 1,14. Heb. 2. 14, 
Phill.2.7.8.9. Rem, 8.3. Pſal.22-6. 

IT. Inthat hee alſo in this meane ſhape in ovr nature, aud 
ſtead, became under the law for us, and ſo in the ame bong 
with us , andtook upon him our dept , aud had all.our-ling 
imputedto him , ——__ made fin tor us, -and ſo though-be 
was innocent , yethe bare the imputation/;; and the ſhame, 
and ignominy of all our fins, and who can deny but this gre 
love, Rewm:3.19. Gall 4-4-Iſa.53-6.12. 2. Cor.5.19:21 Pſal-go, 
I-Heb. 12-2. . 

| LEH. In 
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TIT. In thathe alſo bare the trokes , ſuffered the puniſh. 
ment,and curſe and died the death that was due tous , and ſo 
roſe againe acquit of all our fins , -and a victorer over curſe, 
and death, and preſented himſelf to his father, as the ranſome, 
and propiriation for our fins, and heerin appeares great, and 
true love endeed,, Iſs. 53.4 y-7.8. 1: Pig. 2. 24- and 3, 18, 
:. Tin.2:6. Gall. 1.20. 

I V. Inthat he hath left his Goſpell , and received fpirit 
toſend forth to make knowne this grace , that men might 
come in ', ad receive it and procure mercy , andpatience, 
waightmg,nd leading to repemtance that wee might repent, 
md betiore, and ſo-partake of thir grace, and this is love en- 
deed, Rem.10. 18. Pal. 68.18, Rom. 2.4: 

V. Inthat he hath done all this for us freely , while wee 
not on'y did not deſerve, but were even ſinners, ungodly, 
and his enimies, yerfo greathistove , thatfarlefle then this 
is hardly to be found among friends , andno greater can be 
required in usto a friend, then he ſhewed to us, when wee 
. were enimies to him,Oh love without compariſon, 1. Per. z, 
18.Iſa.53.2.34-T16h.15.13. Rom y,67.8.10:Coll. 1.20.21, 

In all which the believer may ſee love abundantly mani. 
feftedrohimi , andthis knowne , and believed there needed 
no ſuch particular «affirmation that he loved them , forthey 
ſee ,and believed it in his becoming the propitiation fortherr 
ſins,ſo as there is no cauſe to doubt of his love , 1. 1ob. 3, 16, 
and4-10.16. Ga'".2.20. 

Objef. Tefſus Chriſt hath ſo lovedalt men, as to take their 
narutfe,beare their fins, and dic theirdeath, and give himſelf 
2 ranſome for them and become the propitiation for their 
ſins, and procurethpaticage and metcie, with ſome, light, at 
ſome tile ro lad then to repemance, 1. Thn.2.5.6. 1. Tob.2.2, 

vþ.1.9. "Therefore all men may know themſelves ſo loved 
of Chriſt as well a»believers. 

Anſ. The propoſition is True, but the inference falſe, 
for thouvh it be True that he hath ſo loved all men, 14.3. 16. 
17, And hath beene witneſſing this his love to them in ſome 
meaſure , AE. 14. 17, Moreclearly where the ſound of the 
Gofpell comes, 2. Cer. 4. 13. 14 Yet all men have not faith, 
8: Thep. 3. 2. The men of the world , harkening tothe ets 
chamments , anddeluſiohes of Satan, believe not the good 
nefle of God, no not where the Goſpell comes, and fo haw 
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but go one in ſerving theirluſts, Pſal. 14. 1.2. and 50. 2r,_ 
and. 10. Orelſeifthey chinke of his wrath , theyiſuppoſe to 
_ him by ſome other ſatisfaction , and righteoufneſle, 
om. 9. 30. 31. and 10. 1. 2. 3- Andſothey lic in wick- 
edneſle, 1. 1oh, 5. 19. And ſothough love ofcompaſſion be 
towards them (as it istoall not given overto Satan ) yet 
they not believing , it is not maniteſttothem , and ſo they 
lying in unbeliefe they are under wrath, and condemnation 
becauſe of their unbeliefe , 1h. 3. 18. 36. And therefore 
ant intheir unbelicfe know themſelves fo beloved of 
1 
But ſach as through grace believe they have ſeene , and 
knowne, and believed this love of Chriſt irfall the before-ſaid 
hve reſpects, whence its rightly ſaid ro be manifeſted rothem 
and through this knowledge, and faith, they come to receive, 
and have a taſt of his firſt loving them, r. leh. 4. 10. 16. rg, 
and 5. 20. And aretherthrough brought to depend on him, 
and love him, and deſire to be conformed to him, Rom. 5. x. 
11. Tit. 3. 4. 7. 1. Per. 2. 3. v9. And thus , though ſuch 
love hath thewed it felfin Chriſt for all men , yetitis not ſo 
manifeſted to,nor knowne,and believed of ſuch, as lic in un- 
believe,and ſo they have it not”, but the believers know this 
uu love in believing, and ſo have it,/and yet this is not all, 
ut it is farther evidenced to them. 
V I. Inthat when God by his Spirit did through the Go. 
ſpell evidence Chriſt , endefiis his love , and thefulreſle of 
race, and truth in him to them,'and ſo made himto appeare 
0 glorious to them , that it made all other excellencies as 
droſſe to them, and drew their deſires after him, and ſo cauſed 
them to come in, and ſubmit to him, and deſire to be found in 
him, andenjoyc him , Iſa. x5. 5. Toh. 1. 14. 17. and 6. 
44 45- Phill. 3. 75. $. 9. Though then they were found 
in their owne bloud and filth, ſo as they could not endure the 
ſtinch of their owne filth , nor the fight of their owne black. 
neſſe, and bloudineſle , Exch, 16. 1. 9. Iſa. 64. 6. Yet 
then cid not he caſt them away , but waſhed them with his 
bloud,ſpake peace to their hart , Joh. 6. 37. 45. Rev. r. 5, 
Heb. 12. 24. And though they wore found ſome thing Rub- 
borne, untoward , and gainſaying, yet did not he faint, nor 
ive over, but overcame their evill with goodnefle , and fol. 
wed on his-entertaiment , and wooing of them, till he ac. 
quaitted them with bis fachers? words, and love, and o—_ 
rnew 
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them to himſelf in faith, and love, Iſs. 42. 2. 8, Toh. 17. 6. 
7.8. And though happily ſome even brethren, might through 
their weaknefſe murmur at the receite of ſuch prodigals and 
black-mores,to advance them toſuch nighnefſe with himſelf, 
as the elder brother , at the youngers entertainment with his 
father, & Aaron, & Eminam, at Moſes marrying an Ethiopian 
and the believing jewes , at ſuch familiarity with believing 
Gentiles, Luk, 15. 28, Numb. 12. 1. 2. Ad. 11. 2. }. 
Yet he di'dained them not, nor was aſhamed of them, but as 
one that ſaw,and would not ſee their deformity, heredily,and 
kindly entertained them , and ſet his love upon them , and 
ſpake comfortably to their harts; Oh love endeed never to be for« 
gotten, Iſa. 42. 19. 20. 21, Pſal. 113. 6. 7. 8. 

V IL. Inthat he hath accepted the:r faith , and love, and 
pcayers, and returned them ſome diicernable experiments of 
his goodneſle, in ſuports, in troubles, ſome deliverances out 
of temptationes,graunts of many requeſts, ſome acceſſe, and 
approach to himſelf , ſome roome 1n his houſe , and in the 
harts of his ; with many refreſhings in his courts , andſome 
hope of tuture happinefſſe; All ſrnites of love, Rom. 3. 26. and 
5.2.5. and 95.24.25. Pſal.16.2. and 92.12. Iſa.56.5.9. 

V ITI. Inthat they have his wort forit , even written 
alſo for their conſolation, that they may know that he loves , 
and is not aſhamed to be knowne to love them, Prov.$. 17. 
Ih. 14-21.23. F 

1X. Yea they have had ſome hints , and evidences of the 
Holy Spirit given into their hart , of his love to them, and 
the Spirit 1s truth, and the comforter, 1. 1oþ.3.24-and 4-19. and 
5:5.6.Rom.$8.15.16. 

X. By all the former they come to ſee him to be their 
— prieſt interceading in heaven for them , Heb. 
7. and 9. 

$0 that it is many wayes evident, he loves them, and they 
knowing , and believing his love, in redeeming them with 
his owne bloud, when they were his enimies, and receiving 
them,and waſhing them when they were intheir bloud, and 
ſuch Ethiopians , affording them ſo many favoures and ſome 
viſits of his Spirit ſince , as from all thefe they have diſcer- 
ned ſuchlove of his , as hathcauſed them to believe in hum, 
andlove him ſo having attainedto belieye.in him , and love 
him , they cannot deny , but they khow that he hath loved 

them, aud that he loyes them nnich ;* $ca io as if they te” 
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cloſe their eyes by ſome fleſhly ceaſonings , and ſuffer them. 
felves to be withdrawne from the remembrance of his love 
thus maniteſted, it will draw them into admiration, and ack. 
nowledoement of this his love, and inflame them with more 
love to him, and defires after him , andframe them to be like 
him in loving their brother and hee alſo will returne mani. 
feſtationes of more love to them, of which will be ſpoken in 
the next obſervation, Cant. 1, 2. 3. 4. and 2. 3. 5. 1: Toh. 
4- 16. 19. Toh. 14. 21. 23. 

Andthis being a ſure , and undeniable truth , that Teſus 
Chriſt hath thus verily , and manifeſtly loved thoſe that be- 
lieve ia him, andlove him, yea through his love manifeſted, 
did make them believers in him, and lovers of him , yea ſo as 
they might have the knowledge of his love tothem,and their 
love thereby inflamed to him. 

I. Informeth ws : That ſuch as do unfeynedly believe in 
Teſus Chriſt and love him , they have an inward principle of 
life , and love with in them that as it was begotten , ſo it is 
noms ng moved by a fountaine of life, and love in 

hnſt to them, 2. Cor. 3. 3. (oll. 3. 10. rt. Pſal. 16.7, 8. 
Hoſe. 14- 5- $8. Job. Ig. 3. 2. 5. 2. Cor. F. 14. 15. 17 
Pſal. 36. $8. 9. Which ready to mind them of Chriſt and 
his love,and ſo to move, guide,and leade them,as todeny all 
fleſhly luſts, and ſervices; ſo to all ſervices of love to, and for 
Chrif » Exch, 36. 26. Jer. 31. 34. Rom. $8. 14. Gal. F. 
17. 22. Ti. 2. 11. 12, &c, Yea , and this alſo upon all 
occaſiones that in their way are offered to them , as on the 
ſight, and veiw of mortal! men, to remember the love of God 
to mankind, whom he created, and for whom provided a ſavi- 
our, A#. 17. 26. Tit. 3. 4. Heb. 2. 14. Andthe low eſta- 
te that Ieſus Chriſt abaſed himſelf unto for our ſakes , in be 
coming man, ſubject to humane infirmities, Phil.2. 6. 7. 8. 
And how he died for, and gave himſelt a ranſome for all men, 
Heb. 2. 9. 1. Tim. 2. 6. And on ſight of the evills , and 
follies committed by men, toremember the ſhame and igno- 
miny that Chriſt rooke on him, in being made ſin for us, and 
the curſe he ſuffered , being numbred with tranſgreſſors, and 
put to death on the tree for us , 2. Cor. 5. 19. 21. Gal. 3. 
13-1. Per. 2. 24, And the propitiation that hee by his 
bloud hath made for our ſins , and the fins of the whole 
world , 2. (wr. 5. 14. 1. Joh. 2. 2. And the great. miſe- 
ry , and wickedneſſe , the worldlicth in becauſe they do 
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not know, believe,and come into Chriſt for this grace, Im. 
2. 8. Ioh. 3. 18. 36. 1. Joh. 5. 19. And the great love of 
God to themſelves ( that were even ſuch ) in bringing them 
out ofſuch, darkneſle, diſobedience, and a acquail- 
ting them with, and making them partakers of lo great grace, 
2. Pet. 2, 9. 10. Tit. 3. 3- 4 5- And piving them tuch 
hope to hold forth to thoſe that are yet in darknefle , and in 
no worſe caſe then themſelves were once in , yea having the. 
wed them mercy forthat end , 1, Tim. 1. 12. 15. 16. 17, 
and 2, 1.6, Andin ſight of believers, and the grace appearing 
through them to remember the faithfulneſle of God, in per. 
forming his promiſe of bringing into Chriſt , Iſa. 55. 4. F. 
and 53. 11. Andthe faithtulnefle of Chriſt in ſending torth 
Spirit through the Goſpell, Mar. 28. 20. Joh. 16. 7. 8. 15, 
And the vertue of his bloud by his Spirit applied too , and 
iprinckled on the conſciences of men, Heb. 9. 14, and 12, 
24. 1 Pct. 1. 2, 3, 21, 22. Andthe relationes, union, and 
fellowſhip they are brought into , and the hope giventhem 
through Chriſt, Eph. 4. 4, 7, 12, 16, and 2, 17, 22. And 
ſill are they more minded of all theſe things , as they expe- 
riment the fraily of humane nature, the oppoſition of fleſhly 
luſts, or the opperation of grace in themſelves, 2 Cor. 4. 7, 
a3. Gal. 5, 17. 1 Toh. 1. 7, 9, and 2. r, 2. Andfulare 
they more minded of theſe things , in reading, and hearing 
the things of Chriſt ſet forth in the Goſpell , 2 Per. 1, 12, 
and 3, 1, 2. 

And as this inward principle of life, and love doth leade,and 
apt them by all theſe meanes to ſuch minding of theſe things 
ſo inthe minding of them, it ſelf, is opperative , and ſprings 
forth in motiones of love, joye,peace,confidence, rooduefls, 
and deſires,to conteſle,and to pray to God,and to praiſe him, 
to mournefor,and pitty , and compaſſionate men,to _—_— 
for,receive, and edity brethren, to ſhew mercy, and walk in 
truth, and rightcoulneſſe, and blamelefſely towards all, Eph. 
4+ 20, 24. Cell. 3. 1, 12. Gall. 5, 22, 23. Phil. 2. x, 6, 
12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 1 Thef. 5. rt, 14, 23. And fo to 
haſten tothe comming of Chriſt , waiting for him to perfect 
and tit them for it, Tir. 2. a1, 12, 14. 2 Tim. 4. 8. 2Pet. 3.11. 

And becauſe they know the love of Teſus Chriſt their life 
to be ſo great to them, they eſteeme highly of his word , and 
Spirit, and the ordinances which in his word he hath apointed 
them, and wherein they may teſtify ſubguſſion to hum, and 
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confidence in,andloveto him, Pſal. r19. 138, 129, 149. and 
143. 19. and 84. tothe end. And foe waite through the Spi- 
rit toreceive all help, ( for all things geedfulto perfet them) 
from him through his word and Sp:rit,andin fellowſhip with 
him,and his choten ones in uſe ot his apointments. 1ſe. 26. 
7. 12. Gall. 5.5. 6. n, Job, rn. 3, 4 Pſal. 100. 4, F. 
And therefore will not turne aſide for helpfulneſſe to dead 
images, ordevices, and traditiones of men, knowing that in 
ſo _y hou!dſitlooſe from him their head , anddif- 
honour him, as wantinglove, or Spirit, and procure to them- 
ſelves blaſting, and witherdneſle in their life, and love, and 
darkenings in perceiption of his love, which is their life. P ſat. 
ery. 1, 14. Cell. 2. 6, 8. 9, 10, 16, 23. 1, oh. x. 20. 
21. Pſal. 30. 5, 12. Gall. 6. 8. 

I I. This maniteſted love of Chriſt , doth Admoni/h thoſe 
that believe in Chriſt, andlove him. 

I. Inall conditiones, and how.ever things apeare to ſence; 
yet to acknowledge himto have loved us, and tobeloving, 
and gracious to us,to be good , andto doe good, and praife 
ham for his kindneſle, and wonderfull works, waiting on hin 
for his goodnefle to be ſhewne us in due time, Pſal.7z. r.and 
145. tothe end. Phill. 4. 4. 7. Pſal.107. tothe end. r'Theſ. 
5. 18. Lam. 3. 26, 31. Let hoe affliction cauſt 'us to mur. 
mur againſt him, or be jealous of hislove , forthat is great ; 
wee have cauſe to be jealous of our own love , and he might 
ſayto us, wherein have you loved mee , and wee might be 
Gene; but yet he accepts and remembers, the ſmall fruites of 
his Spirit in us , and forgets not the love of our eſpouſealls ; 
thought were but the fruites of his own firſt diſcovered love. 
Cant. 5. 1. mo 3. 2. Heb. 6. 10. 1 Tov. 4. 19; Andfſhall 
wee for alittle hideing,and filence of his, ' or a few affliftions 
from him call in queſtion al his lbve , and in beholding the 
fulneſſe of others ſay to him , wherein haſt thoy loved us : 
far bee it from us; hee can not but behold it as an evill in us, 
that he hath ſo loved us, as to take our naturt, beare ous fins, 
ſuffer our curſe , andgive himſelfe a ranſome for us , and be- 
come the propitiation for our ſins,and al this for us, while we 
were his enemies, and yet we to ſay wherein haſt thou loved 
us. If thouſay , hee hath ſo loved al mep; yet I pray the 
conſider : he hath not ſo made it known to al men, and ſweet- 
ned the knowledee thereof to their harts, as he hath done to 
thee, they are thy Brethren, created by the ſame God, pur 
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_ ehaſedby the fame Lord , andofa5s good nature, parts, and 
other naturall qualificationes, and performances, as thou,and 
no worle,then thou wert , yet he ſuffers them to lyc in dark- 
nefle , and to reſt upon ſuch mountaines of worldly, riches, 
friends, fleſhly wiſedome , or ſelf wrought righteouſneſle, 
ai he hath blaſted, and will bring downe , a, po will fayle 
them ; But he hath diſcovered to the, the mountain of Iſrael, 
and brought thee out of darkneſle into light, and gained thee 
to himſelfe , with the knowledge of + a ſoe manxfeſted, 
that himſelfe might be thy mountaine, thy peace,thy righte- 
ouſheſle, thy life , and hath often made thee taſt his good- 
aeflſe ; and is now but confirming thee to him, in his crofle, 
and death, that thou mayeſt partake of his reſurrection, and 
life, and wilt thou ſo forget alf his goodnefle as to ſay where- 
in haſt thou loved mee. Ohdoe not fo , let us not ſoill-re- 
quite him, as for any thing to be offended in-him. Mad. 1. 1, 
6. Kom. 6 3, 5. 2 Cor. 4.10, 11. Phill. 3. 10, 14. 

I I, Tolearne of Chriſt to love others, as wee haye been, 
ahd are loved of Chyziſt Jeſus, to love ſuch as are yet enimies 
to us, and know not Chriſt with the love of compaſſiones, as 
Chriſt did us when we were enimiesto him, & without parta- 
Kivg of their (ins, or delightfull fellowſhip with them in their 
wayes., to uſe meekeneſle patzence , and long-ſuffering to 
them, and pray forthem , and ſceke to overcome their evill 
with goodnefle » Mat. 5. 44, 45. Rom. 12. 17, 21. Ti. 
Fo 2. 3» 4: 1 Pet. 2. 22, 23, 24. Tolove believers, with 

ove ot delight exerciſing bowels of mercies to them, bearing 
their infirmities, and burthens, having fellowſhip with them, 
continuing in Brotherly love, Cell, 3. 12, 16. Rom, 14 and 
I5. 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. Heb. x0. and 23, 1. But this with 
ther uſes do more fully flow from the next obſervation 
joyned to this. 

11 L This love of Jeſus Chriſt ſo manifeſted may bee 2 

ound of exortation tous, to mind, and heed wel this his 
4 that we may be more abundantly firmed in the beliefe 
heeroft, it becing the ground of our believing,and that which 
believed doth facillitate our belicte of that more abundant 
love, that followeth to be ſpoken of. Rem. 5. 1, 5, 10, 11. 
and 8, 31, 36. Gal. 2. 20. And while there remayneth 
Goubrfulneſſe inthis, there can be no ſtabillity in the beliete 


. of that which followeth now to be ſpoken of in the next ob 
ſervation. Foh, 3- 12. and 6. 61, 62, 63. 
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I T. Obfe. That Tefus Chriſt loveth thoſe that believe in 
him, andlove him, evenas the Father hath loved him; In 
which obtervation, there 1s ſomething cloſely intimated , na- 
mely : That the love of Jeſus Chriſt , .and ſo of God the Fa- 
ther in, andthrough him, to ſuch as believe in your Chriſt, 
and love him, is a fpeciall, and peculiar love ; above all that 
love in which he loveth any other of the ſons of men, Dc. 
fp 6. 7. Truth it is, he loveth all the ſons of men ( till they 

come of the ſeed ot the Serpent ) with the love of compaſ 
fion, and willingneſle to have them come into him. F ſzþ145. 
8, 9. Pre. 8. 4, x, 31. Joh. 3. 16, 17. 1 Tim. 1..15- 
Yea even while they are ſinners , and know him not , and 
while he is angry with them for not believing on him. Rom. 
5- 6, 8, 10. 1Foh. 2. 2. and 4, 10. Joh. 3.18. 36. And 
this their not knowing, and not believing this his love, and 
my 1s that which holds them in impenitency, andun- 

er ſin, and in wickedneſle ſtill. Pſal. 9 10. Rom. 2. 4 5. 
Joh. 16. 8, 11. 1 Fob. 5. 19, 20. 2 Theſs. 2. 8. Butfuch 
cleare and powerfull diſcovery of his love, and goodnefle,as 
doth cauſe the hart, ſo to know , believe, and acknowledge 
the ſame,that one is overcome thereby to believe on him,and 
love him,is a ſpec1all, and peculiar in his love, not only love, 
and grace with general! efteCts, but a ſpecial favour, and (pe- 
ciall gift of grace. <AMar. 16. 16. 17. 18. 1 Pet. 1. 21. 1 fob. 
4+ 16, 19. and 5. 20 Tir. 2. 11, 12+ and 3. 3, 4, 5. 
Eph. 2, 8. Abovethat which apertaines to al men. 2 Thef. 
3. 2. Aadthispeculiarlove is heere cloſely intimated , of 
which is already ſpoken in the former obſervation. 

And ſomething in this obſervation is full y, and plainly ex- 
preſſed, namely Fich a peculiarlove , as is not peculiar only 
1 reſpect of the manifeſtation, . and diſcovery thereof as be- 
fore mencioned, bur it is peculiar alſo in it ſelte, ſuch as never 
was, 1s, or ſhall be to any but them,and ſuch as they are. Pſal. 
132. 13- 14. 15. and 148. 14.' and 149. 4. Dewt. 33. 
26. 29. And foe it is acculiee, both in the love it ſelf , and 
alſo in the manifeſtation of it, Toh. 14. 17. 21. 22. 23. & 
16. 27, Thefruites whereof come through his advocation, 
joyned with his propitiation , which advocation is peculiar 
forthem that believe in him, and love him, 10h. 17. 9, 10, 20, 
27. 1 Joh. 2. 1. Andthis peculiarlove , with ſuch peculiar 
manifeſtation is ſignificantly called the favour to his wa 
the good of his choſen, andthe enjoyment of it, the gladneſſe 
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of his nation, Pſal. 106.” 4, 5. -And this is a peculiarlove, 
above all the love he beareth to any other of the ſons ot men 
in which alſo he makes them a peculiar people to- himſelf, 
« Pet, 2, 9. And ofthis love 1s the obſervation now in hand, 
which cannot be betterexpreſled then in the words of our 
ſaviour himſelf, which alſo 1s the proof thereof. 
As the Father hach laved mee , { have I loved you. 
In which for our better underſtanding , and uſefuineſle, 
there are three things contained to be viewed , and heeded 
us. 
I. . The firſt intimated, as denied by none, viz. the Father 
hath loved Ie ſus Chriſt his ſon. 

IT. Theſecond to be inquired intoin other his ſayings, 
which giveth light to that affirmed, viz. how the Father hath 
boved Iefus Chriſt h1s ſon. 

I I I. Thethirdexpreſle, viz. the affirmation it ſelf, as the 
Father hath loved mee, ſo have Iloved you. 

I. For the firſt that the Fatber hath loved Ieſus Chriſt his 
ſon,and ſo loveth him,is exprefly affirmed, Joh. 5, 20. The 
Father loveth the Son , but an explication is to many more 
needfull inthis,then a proofe, leaſt the conceptiones ot ſame 
bee too ſcant in this matter, in which wee are notto conſider 
Teſus Chriſt only as the ſecond perſon of the three, and ſo the 
ſon in reſpect ofthe devine nature, without conſideration ot 
the fleth, that once was to be,and now is taken, and ſo of the 
love only in which the three perſons in one God , delight mm 
each other, and ſo God hath all fulneſle of delight m himſelf, 
but wee are to conſider the ſecond perſon, the ſon of God (as 
once he was to take, and now hath taken fleſh , and ſo) as he 
was found in ournature and ſtood as the publick perſon in the 
roome of all, and became the propitiation for the ſins of the 
whole world, and the Advocate for belicvers,the king, pricſt, 

and prophet, andthe head, and Husband of the church, as 
he ws vile, and diſpiſed inthe account of men,and yet a lover 
of men, and ſo approved ofthe father, and ſo hath the father 
loved him,as hee is ſuch a one,Pro. $. 22, 23, 30. Mat. 12, 
18. Mat. 3. 17, and, 17, 5. Yeaheloved him in his laying 
downe hislife ; and making the propitiation \, Joh. 10, 17, 
Phill. 2, 7, 11. As alſo in his miniſtration , Mar. 17, 5. 
And inreceit, and approbation of thoſe given him in the hea- 
yenly call, Iſa. 42. 1, 2, 8. Toh. 16, 27. And leſus Chriſt 
thus conſidered as he tooke our nature , and wrought for ms 
. the 
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the father hath loved him ,, Iſs. 53, 1, 4, 6, rr. 12. 

I I. For the ſecond thing how the father hath loved Ieſus 
Chriſt his ſon, and our ſaviour, it is beyond conception , 'and 
expreſſion of mortals though ſome what thereot may be 
conceived, and expreſſed, as the ſcripture declares, Eph. 3. 
18. 19. Andſo according tothe meaſure of hight given wee 
may conlider it rwo wayes. 

I. Negativcly; Not with a worldly, and humane love, ſuch 
a5 ir in the men ofthe world , and as the men of the world 
teſtify their love, whodekre for, and wiſh unto, and to their 
abillity confer upon thoſe whom they moſt love, moſt of the 
honours, riches, authority, powre, liberty pleaſures, and good 
_— among men, that is in thus world and the things there- 
f , Heſt. 6. 6, 9. Dan. 6. 1, 2, 3- Gen. 41.39%, 44: 
Of this love is not heere-ment , but of the love heere-meut,it 
may be ſaid as of the peace Chriſt giveth, it is not ſuch 25 the 
world hath , andgivethnorſo given, Teh. 14. 297. Form 
theſe things the father did not ter' forth his love to [efus 
Chriſt his ſon , and our ſaviour, but abaſed him .n al! ſuch 
things, for worldly honours he wes notfild with , but :b.iſed 
mthe meanenefle , and contemptiblenefle of hus birth in re{- 
pect of parentage , andplace, Luk, 2. 4; 7. In his exile 
after his birth into a ſtrange countric , Mat.''2, 13, 15. In 
the place ofhis longeſt aboad, and bringing up, not in the fa- 
mous city of leruſalem , but in Galilee , outof which they 
uſed toſay,there ariſeth no prophet, 6h. 7. 52. Inthe man. 
ner of his life before his miniſration;a carpenter, Mark. 6. 7. 
Inthe places of his miniftration , not alwayes in the temple, 
and Sinagogues, or houſes of the rulers, and Phariſees, but 
often in other houſes , andin the houſes of the Publicanex; 
and inthe wilderneſſe , and on the mountaines , and by the 
ſea-ſide and in fiſhers ſhips , Mat. 9, 10, and 5, and 5, 
32, 33- In his diſciples and attendants on his miniftretion , 
unlettered,fiſher-men,a Publican, a Canaznite, Sc. Mat. 4: 
1g, and 9, 9, and 10, 1, 10. Andhis hearers, and follo. 
wers a deſpiſed people, Toh. 7. 48, 49- As for worldly rich- 
es, hee was not furniſhed, but in that reſpec very pore, Mr: 
8. 20, and 17, 27. As for humane , and outward autho- 
rity, offices, and powre from and among men, he had none, 
Mar. 11, 28. Luk, 12. 13, 14. loh. 18, 36. As for hy 
mane repute, and good report among men of moſt credit, and 
eſtecmc in the well aud their followers ; he was by them 
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defamed, reproacked, and ſlandered , andthat many wayes, 
they defamed hun by his parentage, and kinred, this the car. 

enters ſon,&c. Mat, 13, $5, 56, 57. And by his trade he 

d uſed before his miniſtration , Mary. 6. 3. Thisthe car 
penter , andby lus not having beene trayned up at ſcoole; 
whence hath this man theſe things , &c. Mat. 13, $4, 57 
Mar. 6, 2, 3. Andby his wan: of outward , and pompous 
authority among meu thus fellow, Toh. g.-29. And not ny 
defamed , but alſoſlandered him for his converſation wi 
men, to be a gluttonous perſon, and a wine biþber,and a friend 
of Publicanes, and finaers, Mat. 11, 19. For his readineſle 
to do good,and to ihew mercy at all ſeaſones, a breaker of the 
Sabbaths, Joh, 5, 16, and 9, 16. For his zeale, to havea 
devil, and his miracles to be done by the devill, Joh. 7, 20, 
and 8, 48. Mat. 9. 34, and 12, 24- For his doctrine to 
be a deceiver , Mat.' 27. 63. Ioh. 7, 12. And for his holy 
and plaine confeſſion of the truth, to be a blaſphemer of God 
Joh. 10. 36. Mat. 26, 65. Andan adverſarie to Ceſar , Job. 
19, 12, Anas forliberty and pleaſures among men, he was 
olten conſpired againſt , continually perſecuted , and at laſt 
buitetred , nailed on the crofſe between two theeves , and 
there deriJcd,and ſcoffed at,and ſo died, Mat. 22, .14, 4 
26, and 29, Ina word , he was ſo far from being glorious, 
or great 1n. the world, that in ſuch reſpects,%he was as a wor 
me,andno man, a reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the peo- 
p'c, without forme or bewtie,rezected of men; &c. Pſal. 22.6.7, 
So that the love wherewith the Father loved Ieſus Chrit 
was not 2 worldly love , nor teſtified by filling hum with 
worldly things,the abundance whereof, he very often giveth 
to his enimics , ſometimes , as rewards for ſome ſervices he 
hath done by themthough they knew him not , Exck, 29. 
18. 19. Sometimes, in judgement to their farther ſaaring, and 
hardening,and overthrow, Pſal.7;3. 18, and 92, 6, 7. 
as this love is not worldly , but heavenly, and though hes 
venly yer. 

Not only alove of compaſſion , which may be toward 
ſuch as one 15 angry with , and counts ſinners LET evils, 
and is conſtrainedto aſlitthem , though with bowels of 
compaſſion yearning over them, ſo as inreturning, they may 
be ſaved,and in rebelling given up, Hoſe. 11. 4. 9. Luk, .1%, 
41, 42. ForſoGodlovedthe world , Toh. 3. 16, 17, 1, 
i9. Buthis love to bis ſon was a greater loye then = 


 favi 
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"FG 1.18, r9,and Heb.r.to the end. Yet though it were a grea- 
ter, and more peculiar love. 
It was not fromthe firſt appearance, to the accompliſhment 
of full perfection in the glonous harveſt a conſtant appeari 
and brightly ſhining love. , admitting no clouds, darknefles, 
noreclipſes ; but ſuch love it was,as had its degrees of appea- 
ring, and ſome intermixtures of clouds , and darknefle , in 
reipect of the viſible appearance , anda great eclipſe on the 
crolſe, before all clouds were paſſed, and thefulnefle of the 
"ee appearance,and enjoy ment came into its perfection. 
#k. 2.tothe end. Mat. 3. 17, and 4, tothecud. and 17, 
5, and 26, 8, 42, and 27, 46. 
I 1. Afirmatively, the Father hath loved his ſon, our ſavi- 
our Ieſus Chriſt with a devine, heavenly, pure, Fatherly;and 
$pirituall love beyondall our conceptiones , only wee may 
yew 1t in the properties of it. 
I. Itisamoſtfree , and righteous love , it isafree love, 
which with out any fore-deſert did faſten upon the man 
Chriſt Ieſus , and choſe him into union of perſon with the 
ſon of God, and ſoto be one,and his only fon, and allo to be 


the ſaviour of the world, and alſo to be the mediator,and the 


eſt prophet, and King,and head, and husband of the 
and that all fulneſſe ſhould dwell in him, and that in 


9. Phill. 2. $, 9, 10. Pſal. 20, 3, 4, 5, and 

IT. Itisa moſt well-pleaſed , delighttull, an 
love,taking up all well-pleaſed in the beloved, and affording 
all well-pleaſedneſſe,tothe beloved, the Father _— 
all his delight in his ſon that he delighteth in him, andan all 
that is in his ſon, and in nothing out of his ſon, that he taketh 
all fulneſſe of content , and well-pleaſednefle in his ſon, and 
in that which his ſon hath done,in his miniſtration, ſufferings, 
ſacrifice , and victorie,andin that which his ſon doth , by his 
ſpirituall opperationes,and communicationes ofprivilleager, 

a 


] 


all things he might have the preheminence, P ſal. 89. 19. 20. 
23, .28. Iſa. 42, r, and 4% 6, 7, $, Meh. ©, in 6 and 
7. Coll. 1. 19. And allthis treely, becauſe it fo pleaſed him, 
and ſuch his love , yetit is alſo a righteouſly love, flowing 
upon him accepting, and preferring him, in, and for, and ac- 
cording to all that he hath done inthe work of redemption 
,andthat he doth in ſpiritual application to , and in, 
and adyocation for,and goverment of ds called, and choſen 


ones, Iſa. 53. 11. Rom. 14,,9, 12. Toh. 10. 17, Heb, 2, 


F3 6, 7, 8 
ſatisfying 


ſo let 
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afd in all that afe in hisfon , and preſented by him, ſoas in 
that his well-pleaſedneſſe he afforils well-pleaſednefſe to his 
ſon,andto all thatare in, and one with his ſon, Pro. 8, 22, ſp 
23, 30. Iſs. 42.1. Mat. 12, 18, and 3, 17, and 27, 5. 
Heb.10, 7, 12, 13, 14. Pſal. 20, 3, 6. Toh. 16, 27. Gall 
3- 16, 29, 1 Cor. rn, 30. G I 
I1I., Ttisa moſt abundant, and flowing love , reſting not 
till the beloved be partaker of , and filled withall his ownef 
things, and with umon, and fellowſhip with himſelf, ſo hath F, 
the Father loved Teſus Chriſt as he hath him ever with him, 
an before him;as the ſeale on his hart, and the ſeale upon his 
me,in all his cpunſels, and works preferfing him, and ſhe. 
wing him all that he doth, yea ſo as he doth it by him , and 
in-keth him the doore thereof, Pro. 8, 30. (ant. 8, 6. Ih, 
i.1-2. 3-8. and x5. 21. 25, 26. Yea fo as heeis one in, 
and with the Son, andthe Son one in, and with him. I, 
10. 39. and 14. 10, 11. and 17, 21. Yeaſo as hee confe- 
reth on his Son, and maketh him partaker, and owner of al 
his own things ; 'his devine nature , his Holy Spirit, his 
attributes of wifſedome , power, goodnefſe, &c. His ſpe-f 
c1all people , and all the works of his hands, ſo as : allthat 
is the Fathers is thc Sons, Toh. 16. 15. and x7, 6. 19, 
Heb. 1-12.43, _ 
LV. Itisa moſt glorious, honourable , and honouring of} 
love; the Father hath ſo loved his Son Jeſus Chriſt our $a. 
viourthat he hath honoured, or glorified him with his own | c. 
ſelfe , with infinit glory, yea , and with ſuch apearing 
honour al/o, Teh. 17. 1. 5. That he wil not be known , or 
acknowledged, loved oc honoured in any thing by any man, 
by any way,or meanes,but in,and by hisſon, and as the man Þ},.. 
knoweth acknowledgeth, loveth , and honoureth his Son 
Chriſt, ob 5, 23. and 14. 6, 7. 1 Þ6h. 2. 23. Whomhe J}.. 
will have honoured as himſelf, yea he hath honoured his Son, 
by giving an honourable teſtimony of him, Pſal. 8g. 20. } | 
2r, 28. Toh. rv. 33. Mat. 3. 17. and 17. 5. Heb, rn. toc 
the end. And ſending forth the Holy Ghoſt to beare teſtimo- 
ny of him. Joh. 14. 26. 15, 26. 1 Toh. 5. 6. Yea hehath }y, 
olorified, and honoured him , by exalting him at his right 
and; Giving all authority unto him , and making him the 
Lord, andjudge of all. Heb. 2. 9. and Y, 1. Mar. 28. 18. " 
Þh. 5. 27. Yea he hath giver him the Kingdome , andthe 
enheritance, and made himthe King , and he ſhall cayn for 
ever 


(45) 
ermore , Pſal. 45. to the end. Heb. x. tothe end. Yea 
ke ſo preferreth his ſon in honour,that he honoureth all thoſe 
hat 3n the day of grace do honour him, Toh. 14, 21, 23, and 
6, 27. And will repay thoſe that perſiſt un hating bim , 
P (al. 68, 

V. Itis aneternall , and everlaſtinglove , hee loved hing 


25 1h 
0 hit 
22, 
7, s. 


Gal om all eternity , andto eternity , hee s the prime elect, 
no} $/* 42> 7: Hee loved him before he tooke fleſh, and when 
he tooke fleſh , yea alwayes while he was heere on earth, 


hath #2 all his remprationes , poverties, ſufferings , miniſtration 
death, ad reſurrection, and now at his right hand, and ſo for 
er , Pro. 8, 22, 30, Luk, 1. 3O, 32. Joh. 5, 20, 27. 

Pſal. 2. 6, and 16, 6, 7, &c. 

:# And with ſuch devine, Fatherly love, ſofree, righteous, 
jelightfull ſatisfying , abundant flowing, hononrable , and 
honouring, and everlaſting love, hath the Father ever loved 
theſon (though it was not in all times fo viſible ) when he 
' {was heere on earth) and ever doth, and will thus love him , 
; Fand thus wee have ſome ſmall diſcovery of that which in the 
excellency, and perfection thereof, 15 beyond all our con- 
ption, much more beyond our expreſſion , his love being 
Inteint,and in comprehenſible, paſſing knowledge. 

ITI. Forthe third thing, viz. the affirmation it ſelf , « the 
Father hath loved mee, ſo have I loved you, this is the profeſſion, 
endexplanation of his great love with the peculiar manney 
g2 þf his loving, as the Father hath loved him, vi. | 

"'F I Not witha humane, and worldly love, to be teſtified 
after the manner of the would, in advancing them, and freeing 
WS $them from ſufferings , in ſuchglory,fame, good report, ho. 
: nour,riches, authority Friend. ſhi , liberty among men, as is 

" fin, andof this world , whereinthey ſhall be falſely accuſed, 
hated, perſecuted, and have many tribulationes , as hee had, 
the but in him they ſhall have peace,, and comfort', as he hadin 

his Father , Mat. 10, 17, 25. Joh. 24, 27, and 15, a8, 
21, and 16, 32, 33. 

IT. Noronly with alove of compaſſion , and extention 
of ſome fruites thereof , for ſo he hath loved all men , Pſal, 
136, 26, and 145, 8, 9. Aud fo he loved them , when 
they were his enemies, Rom. 5, 7, 20. Nor yet only with 
tuch a peculiarity inthis loving , as to make them to know, 
and enjoy the comfort of this his compaſſionate love , inthe 
he (8'Ying himfelf,, a canſome for them, and the peace , the pa- 
| tence 
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etence,the bownty', the ſupports,and ſupplies there throug 
vouchſafed them in all their needs , and trialsſo as they may 
experiment hislove,and tender mercy in the ſame, Pſal. 116, 
x. 2. 8. Rom. 5, 2, 4, 1 Cor. 3, 10, Wherein he tende 
them in ſome ſort becauſe of their weakneſſe , more they 
himſelton earth was, Pſal. 22, 6, 7. Andthough this low 
of compaſſion made knowne and en;oyed be ſweete , grac, 
ous, and opperative love , yet this love is higher and mon 
peculiar, Tit. 3, 4, $5, 6, 7. Yet 

I TI. Notſucha love , orſo loving as adnuts nocloug 
darkenings, oreclipſes from the knowledge , or percepty 
on ofthe beloved, after the firſt appearance, rill the harve# 
or fulneſſe of enjoyment , but ſuch as betweene the firſt a 
pearance, andthe full comming in of the harveſt may admr 
tomeclouds, hidings, and eclipſes for a ſeaſon, x Pet, 1, 
C, 7. Feb. 12,6, 7. Iſa. 8. 17, 18. Cant. 3. 1, 4, 
and xs, $, 21. 

But with ſucha devine, ſpiritual! , and peculiarlove, 
yn which his Father loveth him, his ſon, he loveth thoſe thu 
believe on him, and love hum. 

I. Witha moſtfree, andrighteouslove, hee hath 1o 
and doth love them moſt freely , not for any worth , => 
ſert , orany excellency found in them,or thoſe from whon| 
they received their firſt birth, for they were ſo far from hu 
ving any thing deſerving love , that they were full of ſuch 
filth, as deſerved hatred, yea ſuch as could not bee taken d 
without his dicing for them , which he did even while ther 
were his enemies , Ezck. 16, 1, 9. Rom. 5, 8, 10. And 
notwithſtanding , he ſtill found them ſinfull, and rebelliow 
tothe day of his call , 1 Tim. r, 12, 13, 14, 15- (@ﬆ. 1 
13, 21, 22. Yeaeven when he ſet his eye onthem to take 
them to himſelf, and for his owne , he found them in ther 
filth, and bloud, andinoneneſfſe, and fellowſhip with the 
world, and vet did hee freely ſet his love on them and by hi 
Spirit waſhed themfrom their ſins in his owne bloud , and 
graciouſly choſe them out of the world, Ezeck, 16, 6. Ren. 
T, 5. Joh. 15, 16, 19. Tit. 3. 3, 4, 5, 6. ; 

So that his love :s altoyetherfree ; and as it isfree, ſoity 
righteous hee having offered the ſacrifice, and preſented hu 


bloud to ls F-ther , ſo2s mercy and truth are met and by 
vew of his bloud purged their conſciences , and preſenting 
themin himſclfto the Father, who counts them righteous 
Tn, 


-ept,| hee do 
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him, hee loving them with a righteous love, Pſal. 85. 10. 
11, Heb. 9. 12, 14. And alſo: 

Hee in this freenefſle of his love having given his promiſe ; 
{hee is righteous toperform, hee is alſo fo righteous in love- 
aJing, that he will treaſure up, and not forget, but both make 

proſperous , and alſo recompenſe every fruite, and worke 
| of his own Spirit irfthem, and that according as his grace, 

revaileszn them, andleads them, to yeild up "wes vs 

and their members therem, andthereto, inthe ſervices, and 

18 ſufferings of love for him, and their brethren, and this alſo 

oth freely, and for his own ſake, Cant. 5. 1. Heb. 6. 

10, 2 Cor. 9. 6. Gall. 6. 8. Mat. 10, 41, 42. £tſal. 19. 
11. 1 Cor. 2. 9. 

TI. With a moſt _— yr and well-pleaſed love,he hath 
ſet his delight and taketh pleaſure in them, Pſal. 16. 3. & 
33, 18. and 149. 4. And 1s well-pleaſed with them , as 
they are in him, and have himliving in them, Job. 15. 1. 9. 
Gall. 2, 20. Andſoe with all that which by his Spirit hee 
$ worketh in them, and which through that Spirit, hu cau- 

ſeth themto doe, inprayers, praylics, and (ervices of love. 
Jer. 9, 24- Prov. IF. $8. Yea ſo delightful is he in this his 
love, and ſo well-pleaſed, that he hath ſet his deſire , and 
{ placed his reſt for an habitation in, and with them, (ant. 4- 

9, 10. Pſal. 132, 13, 14. Yeaſo as hee affords them fatis- 
tying, and well-pleaſedneſle in this his well-pleaſedneſſe 
with them. Pſal. 23. and 30, 3, 4, 5* and 116. 1. 


2, 10. 

I11. With a moſt abundant, and flowing love, his love 
ſoflowing on them, that he hath them ever Ei him, and 
his gracious eye upon them, Fſal, 34, 15. Sothat hee ſets 
them as the ſcale upon his hart, and as the ſeale on his arm. 
Gant-8. 6. And hath graven them upon the pn of his 

It 


hands, Iſa. 49, 16; Sothat hee worketh al their works in 
them, anddoth all his wocks for them, and cauſeth all to 
work together for good to them, Iſa. 26, 12. Pſal. 138, 
8, Rem. $8, 28, Yeaſo as in due ſeaſon, he 1mparteth all his 
counſells, -and maketh them to know his mind, and all his 
works , Ioh. 15, 15, 16. 1 Joh. 2. 20, 27, Yea even fo 
that all his ſufferings , death, reſurrection, aſcenſion , his 
victory , wiſedome ,. righteouſneſle, ſanctification , and 
redemption is become theires, asif they had done all. Job. 
14. 12. 1 Cor. 1. 39. 2 Cor. 5, 14. Yea hee conferreth on 


them, 
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them, and maketh them owners, atid partakers of all thiti 
his; even of his devine nature, 1n union, intereſt , uſeful 


neſle, andcomformity ; and oe of all things pertayning to? 


life, and godlinefſe, 2 Pct. x, 2, 3, 4 Yea ſoe that 
Father, himſelf, his Spirit , his covenant, his privilidgeg 
his inheritance , his people are all theirg; Andthis fo ops 
rative, that they and all that is theirs , 1s gainedto bee, and 
made his, 1 Cor. 3. 22. 

IV. Witha moſt honourable, and honouring love , the 
Lord Jeſirs fo loving thoſe that believe on him, and love him, 
that, hee wil! not accept to be loved,received, and acknow. 
ledged of any , thatdoe notin, with, andfor him in a mes 
ſure, love receive, and acknowledge them ; but counts all 
th:tis done tothem, as done to himſelf, whether in love, 
or hatred, and will not otherwiſe reckon of it, but in ſoms 
meaſure will have themin, and for him loved as himlſelfe, 
Mat. 18, 5, 6.andqy, 40,44 Luk 10.16, AQ. 9. 4, y. 
« Toh. 4, 17, 21. He putteth his name uponthem, and hu 
Spiritin'them, and ſo beareth teſtimony, in , to , and 
through them, 2 (ron. 7, 14, 16. Iſs. 59. 21. Rom. 
16. Heb. 11, 3. Rev. 2, 17. Hee giveth to them the 
Kingdome , and enheritance, the Father hath given him, 
Link, 22, 29. Neb. 12, 28; andhee will have themto raine 
with himſelfe , and make them rule over the nations , aud 
udge the world , Rev. 2. 26, 27. 2 Cor. 6. 2. Yea hee 
lefſeth, and honoureth with bleſſings , ſuch as bleſle, love, 
elteemthem. Gen. 12, 3- Pſal. 15. 1. 4. And this ſo ope- 
rative, that they ſo honour him. 

V. With aneverlaſting loye , hee hath lovedthem from 
eternity, in the roote and nature, Pro. 8. 30, 31. And 
doth ſoc love them to eternity in roote and branches , as 
they can never drop out of this love of his, Jer. 31, 3. T6. 
13, 1. Helovedthem beforethey were, 2 Tim. 1. 9. And 
when they were his enemies, Rem. 5, 6. 10. And when 
he called them, Tir. 3, 4. 79. An1heelovesthem , even 
When he ſpeakes hardly to them , and chaſtiſeth them , ler. 
31. 20. Feb. 12. 6. And when they are intribulationes, 
and ſufferings for his ſake , Pſal. 116. 15. And when they 
bring forth the fruires of his Spirit , and approach to him, 
Cant. 4. 9, 15. Yea he will love them forever , andit ſhall 
ſhine forth upon them , without any darkneſſe , or interup- 
tion, whenthey ſhal be with im, aqd ſee his glory Going FI 
they 
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they are ſeene,, and being made like him , and ſo re)oycing 
in his love forever, and ever\, Doh. 17, 24 1 Toh. 3. 1. 2. 
| Rev. 21. and 22. Andthisfo opperative, as it unites them 
in loye to him for ever , and thus asthe father hath loved his 
ſon Teſus Chriſt , ſo hath , and doth Ieſus Chriſt love thoſe 
that believe on him , andlove him , only in this wee are to 
heed this caution , to keep us ſober in the beliefe of ſo great 
love, viz. That as leſus Chriſt made the propitiation him- 
ſelf for us in, and by himſelf without us, ſo hee, and hee only 
isthe fountaine and cauſe in and through himſelf , of all this 
| love , andfruites thereof to us ſo that ,in this reſpect he hath 
ho partner$ , 1 fob. 2, 2. Pal. 36. 9. Hoſe. 14, 3. And 
for the communication of this h1s delightful love, and truites 
thereof, he doth it according to his Fathers mind, whoin al 
things will have his ſon Iefus to have the preheminence , his 
portion with our bounds, of meaſure, immeaſurable, but ro 
every one that believeth on hit, a meaſtice, according to the 
meaſure of Chriſt, Coll. r, 19. bob. 3, 33. Eph gÞ- 7: And 
this obſerved, wee may ſafely affirme, and verily believe, that 
2s God the Pather hath loved all men with a love of compat- 
fion , fo hath Ieſus Chriſt ſo alſoloved them that he hath g1- 
ven himſelf a ranſome for all men , to be teſtified in due time, 
Ih. 3. 16, 17. 1 Toh. 4, 14. 1 Tim. 2. 6. Evenſoasthe 
Father hath loved , and loveth his ſon Ieſus Chriſt with a 
higher degcee of love, and a more peculiar love, thett he 1o- 
ved the world for whoſe redemption he ſent himforth , 1oh. 
F, 20. Rom. 14, 9, 12. Even ſo the Lord leſus Chriſt hath 
loved, and doth love all thoſe , that by his grace and Spirit 
are inthe heavenly call brought into believe in him, and love 
him, even with the ſame devine, Spirituall, free, righteous 
delightfull, well-pleaſed, abundant, owing, honourable, 
honouring, andeverlaſting loye , in which the Father hath 
loved, andloveth him, himſelf, having affirmed it. 

And to make a little uſe of this point , before we enter on 

the next, 
Pfe. 1. 

This may be an formation to ws, both of the greatyeſſe of 
the love of God, and Iefus Chriſt our Lord, to ali that believe 
in Teſis Chriſt , andlove him , and alſo of the happy , and 
bleſled condition of ſuch believers 

I. Forthe love of God to theſe his people, wee may better 

exprefſe it by admiration, theri deſcription , For how great 
D | 


I£ 
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is his goodneſle which hee hath 1aid up for them that feare 
him, and wrought for them that truſt un him before the ſons 
of men, + ſal. 31. 19. That neither know, orlove him, or 
them, it was love endeed , and that great alſo, toranſome, 
andredeeme them with his owne bloud , from that great mi- 
ſery into which they werefallen, andthento fy 4, tin 
this love tothem, and therthrough to extend the choiſe frui- 
res of his compaſſionate lovetothem as before , but as if all 
this were but a little in the account of ſo gracious a God to 
do for them, his love ſtayes not inthis , but Aoweth farther 
in loving them, as he loves his ſon to make them like his ſon, 
and ſons in his ſon , wholoveththem alſo as the Father 1o- 
veth him, ſo that inthis love, God maketh them his ſons, 
his treaſure, and delight, 'and heeis become their God and 
Father, their refuge , rock-portion, guide, and protector, 
and hath intreſſed themin , and made them , owners of all 
his owne things , and will bring them to raine together with 
leſus Chriſt his ſon , andpreſerve them till he wy, > 
that inberitance with Iefus Chriſt and make them like him, 
to be ever with him, 0k conſider, and behold what mann«r of love 
5s this , Joh. 17, 23, 2 Cor. G6, 18. Pſal. 18, 1. 2. Rom. 
8, 32. 3 Cor. 3. 22. 2 Fd. i. 3, &, fs, 3 3b. 3. 3. 2. 

I 1. Forthe happineſſe of the condition of ſuch as believe 
in Ileſus Chriſt and love him, enough is ſaid, where ſuch love 
is aſſuredto them, and in ſuch love to have forgiveneſle of all 
their ſins , acceptation of theirperſons , and acceſſe to the 
throne of grace, A. 10, 43. Rem.z, 1, 2. To have the Lord 
for their portion, wiſedome, righteouſneſle, ſanctification, & 
redemption, treaſure & riches, Pſal.16.5- 1 Cor.1.30. To have 
him for their Father, and captaine, to acquaint them with the 
miſteries of God, to fight their battels, anſwer their enemies, 
ſubdue their luſts, tread downe Satan under their feet , Iſa. 
55, 4, and 42, 1, 8. Mich. 5, 18. Rom. 16, 20. To 
ſanctify them throughout, and preſerve them to his Kingdo. 
me, 1 Theſ. 5, 24. 1 Pct. 1, 4, 5. Tobebleſled with all 
Spiritual bleſſings, and compleate m him, Eph. 1. 3. Col. 
2. 9, To have him loving them , as the Father hath loved 
him , andſo eſtating them in all his owne things ſo as they 
who becauſe of the excellencie of his loving kindneſle do 
put theictruſt under the ſhadow of his wings , ſhall be abun- 
dantly ſatistied with the fatnefle of his houſe, and he wil ma- 
ke them drink of the river of us pleaſures , andfill them on 
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fulnefle of joy in his preſence, and pleaſures at his right hand 
for evermore , Pſal. 36, 7, 8, and 16, 11. So that wee 
may well ſay of them: happy art thou Oh Iſrael, who is like 
unto thee Oh people ſaved by the Lord , the ſhield of thy 
help , and who is the ſword of thine excellencie , and thy 
enemies ſhall be found lyars unto thee , and thou ſhalt dwell 
in ſafety alone, Demt. 33. 29. 28. Pſal. 31. 20. Mich. 7. 9. 10. 
FR. 3: 


Ee. 

This may alſo be a motive to prefle forward , and alure all 
men, to looke to leſus Chriſt and come in, and ſubmit to him, 
in repenting , and forſuking their fins , with all their former 
delights, and hopes, and believing the Goſpell in its report 
ofthe great love of God in giving hs ſon to die for their fins, 
and riſe for their Iuſtification , and ſuffering this tidings to 
prevaile to the breaking of their harts in ſight of , and forrow 
tor their ſins againſt ſo gracious a God, and (o loving a ſaviour 
and for which the Lord leſus ſuffered ſo much, and to cauſe 
them to renounce, reliance on any wiſedome, ſtrength, righ. 
teouſneſſe , or works of their owne endavourings , ſeeing 
nothing leſle , thenthe bloud-ſhading of leſus Chriſt could 
make peace for them, nor atiy thing but the Spirituall appli- 
cation of that bloud can efte*t peace im them, Mar. 1. 15. 
ATR. 2. 47. Zach. 12, 10, Phill, 1, }, 4, 7, 8. Gall. 2, 
21. 1 Pet. 1. 2. Therefore to looke , and ſubmit to Ieſus 
Chriſt and to waite for Spirit , andteachineg from him , and 
not to reſt but be attending the Goſpell , and yeelding to all 
the Goſpell requires,till he by his Spirit, applying the vertue 
of his death, and reſurre&tion to them , do overcome them to 
believe, andſo effect peace, and newnelle in their hart, Iſs. 
42, 1, 8, and 4s, 21, 23. Joh. 9. zo, 31, 35. Tit.3. 45+ 
And the rather and the more are they to be vehement for this 
and preſſe heertoo, becaule in the attainement of this, ſo great 
and peculiar love is to be met with all, Joh, 1. 12, and 3, 16. 
and », 37. 39. Therefore, whatever thou bee, that haſt not 
yet attained, letthe hearlay ofthis oreat , and peculiarlove 
toſuch as believein him , andlove him now prevaile with 
thee, and perſwade thee to open thy care, and attend with 
thy hart to the Goſpell, and ſuffer it to prevaile with thee to 
bring thee to repentance, andfaith in leſus Chriſt, andtothe 
love of him : Oh conſider. 

Moves : IT. 
Teſus Chriſt hath loved thee , his compaſſiones have been 
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at towards thee , he gave himſelf a ranſome for thee*, and 
ied a grievous and ignominions death for thy fins , and roſe 
for thy juſtification, and is become thy Lord , to whom thou 
oweſt thy ſelf, thy life, and all that thou haſt, and hee hath 
powre to abſolve thee, andpowre to judge , and condemne 
thee, and yet waites forthee, and ſtandsready to ſend forth 
Spirit tothee , to make knowne his grace in thy hart , and 
bring thee into him , 1 Tim. 2, 6. Heb. 2. 9. Rom. 14. 9. 
IO, 11, 12. 1 Cor. 6, 20. Pſal. 68. 18. And ſhall nor all 
this goodneſſe melt , and breake thy hart in pieces for thy 
ſins, ror which his bloud was ſhead , and for thy long en- 
ſtrangment from, and oft rebclliones againſt him that hath ſo 
loved thee, and died for thee, and to renounce reliance on thy 
owne wiſedome nghteouſneſle , and ſtrength tofall downe 
before him, and turne to him, and ſecke for life , and Spirit 
from him, and the rather ſeeing he might juſtly condemne 
thee, and yet n his ſo great love, and compaſſion fill calleth 
thee, ſaying, ſecke mee, andlive; Ohturne thee, horne 
thee, thatuuquity may not be thy deſtruction , Exck, 33. 
ar, and 18, 3o, 31. Iſa. xs, 6. 7. Pro. 8. 31. 35. 

IT. If thou obey this his heavenly call ; ſoe as thou be 0- 
vercome thereby to deny thy ſelf, and renounce thy owne 
former luſts, & hopes, andto believe hislove, and good- 
nes ; ſoe as thou depend on him forlife, & love him , thou 
ſhalt not only receive remiſſion of fins, and a new hart, with 
peace therein, & acceſle in grace , which yet is betterthen 
all the things of this world. Rom. 4. 23. 25. & 5. 1. 2. 
AG. 10. 43. Pſal. 32. 1. 2. Butthou ſhalttherewith 
alſo partake of the ſame peculiar love of Iefus Chriſt, in 
Which himſelf is beloved , and ſha! not this alure , & move 
thee to ſeeke him. Toh. 7. 357. 38. 39. & 14- 21. 23- 

III, Andthe moreto move , & encourage thee to this 
repentance and faith in him , he hath cauſed this his ſpeciall 
love,that he beareth to thoſe that believe on him , and love 
him, to be written, and ſpoken off. That thou mayeſt know, 
what love thou ſhalt partake off in believing in him, and 1o- 
ving him. Job. 20. 31. Rom. 15. 4- lob. 1. 75. & x5. 34 
T. bob. 1.3- Andfora paterne, and farther encouragement 
to thee, he hath altread; communicated of his ſpeciall love 
toſuch, as before they Latiovad, were as great ſinners,and 
as far offas thou, to encourage thee to repent, and believe, 
that thou gughteſt partake of the ſame love allo , 1 Tim. - X 
I5, 16. 


OE ALS 5-2: 


, 


(53) 


15, 16. And will not this prevaile with thee. 

I'V. And toremove all tumble, becauſe thou canſt nov 
come to Teſus Chriſt , unlefſe God by his Spirit draw thee, 
this alſo he hath declared, that at one time, or other, he will 
be tendering to thee, yea, and its not to be doubted , when 
by his ſervants hee is teaching the Goſpell to thee. Pre. 8. 

I. 32. 35. Joh. 1. 4, 5, 9. Mat. 28. 20. But thy 1m- 

eſſellity ought rather to ſtir thee upto pray ham to draw 
thee, tac ſtumble, and diſcourage thee from turning in 
to him, Cant. r. 4 And Ipray thee anſwer in thy hart this 
| the Goſpel having been preached to thee , haſt 
thou not at onetime, or Other felt, or diſcerned lome ipt- 
ritual motiones abont the death of Chriſt , for ſinners hinted 
intothy hart with fuck light as hath given thee coſce much 
ſinfulneſle, and miſerie'in thy felf, and much mercy, and hope 
in Chriſt , and this with ſuch force , as it hath ſRtrooke at thy 
hart, and ſtirred, and moved with in thee, to encline thee to 
repentance of thy fins , andto believe un Chriſt how ſayett 
thou , didſt thou never meete with his Spirit thus moving to 
have drawne thee to Chriſt , yea doth he not now ſtir when 
theſe things are put to thy remembrance, ſure in thele ſeaſons 
hee is calling thee, and ſtriving with thee,to draw thee , hee 
is taking the yoke from of thy jawes , and laying meate be- 
fore thee, wherefore, thoughthou be blind, an{deafe, and 
lame, yet now looke, and heare andriſe, and do not refuſe, 
or withdraw from his Spirits opperationes, for he hath powre 
to bring thee in, and if thou do turne in at his reprootes, and 
turnings, he will powre forth Spirit on thee, and make known 
his gracious words unto thee , fer. 2, 5, 6, 30. Mich, 
2, 7. Rev. 3. 20. Gen. 6. 3. Hoeſ. 11. 3. 4. Mas. 23. 37. 
Iſa. 42. 18. Pro. 1. 23. 2 Cor. 6. 1. 2: 

Tt is thy refuſall, and withdrawing in theſe ſeaſons, that 
endangers thee to the great Condemnation; Oh therefore 
turne not from him that firſt ſpeakes from heaven , deprive 
not thy felfof ſuch precious mercy , and life, Joh. 3. 19. 
i Cer, 2. 3. and 12. 25, But if others will by following ly- 
ing vanities forſake their owne mercies , and mſuch ſe ® 
for worldly cauſes hang back , and looſe their owne ſoules 
Ima. 2. $. Mat. 16. 24. 25. Yet thou that art 
with, and troub'ed for thy fins, and afraid of wrath, and death, 
and haſt aſſayed many Gaguona workings of thy owne Fr 
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find peace, and life , and not attained, but art weary , and 
heavy laden; Oh let the tidings of this grace , and loye of 
Chritt and all theſe motives therefrom prevaile with thee, to 
let go all thy other hopes, and defires,and repent, and believe 
the Goſpell , acknowledge the grace of Chnit,and ſubmur 
and harken to him, and ycild to has gracious call, and oppe- 
rationes, whocalleth thee by name , and he will give the 
reſt,and life, Mat. 11, 27, 28, 1ſa. 55- 1, 3, and 61, 1, 
2, 3. Fſal. 34 8. Taſt, and ſee, hee 18 graciets. 
Vſc. ITI. 

This alſo may be an 2dmonition to all men believers , and 
others to beware of udging of Gods hatred, or love towards 
any man, or of the miſcrableneſlſe, or happineſle of any mans 
Spiritual, and eternall condition, by a mans having, or wan. 
ting , being rich, or pore in the honour riches , tricndſhip a 

powre, or good report among men, ſceing this love of God 
that makes happy,is not like that of the world nor lo teſtified, 
and knowne all things of that nature comming alike to all 
good,-nd bad, Ecclſs. 9. 1, 2, 3. Such as are very dear to 
God,may in all theſe outward things be very pore, lam. 2. 5, 
As lob, and ſuch may be very rich as David, Salomon, &c, 
And ſuch as live in 19norance, unbelicfe , and impemtencie, 
may be very pore,and ſuch may bee very nch, lam. 5. 1. 6. 
ter. 5. 4 5. Andſo may men given up of God be allo very 
pore, Id. 1. 6. 7. Andſuchalio may be very rich inthele 
outward things , Jer, 12. r. 2. Job; 21, 22. So that by 
theſe things , love or hatred cannot be knou ne , only cor- 
rectiones by aflictiones, meeting wath a man, rt prevent his 
ſinning, or humbling, and turning from ſin, ace found moſt 
often on thoſe Go! moſt loves , Heb. 12. 7. Hoſe. 4. 14. 
Wherefore to judge a mans (elf, or others ſimply by ſuch out- 
ward povertie, or riches, fulnefſe, or want, proipenty, or 
adveriity is very unſafe , and the way to jultity the wicked, 
and condemne the generation ofthe juſt , Fſal. 73+ 1. 15. 
And therefore to be thunncd of us, 1oh. 7. 24. Yet dothnot 
this hinder , bur tht the receite of ſuch outward favours as 
they, ace fruites of Gods tender compaſſiones, and his love, 
and faith-fulneſſe to his redeemed ones procured, and ſanct- 
hed, chrough the bloud, and grace of Chriſt,and the receiver 
in beholding that grace made more humble in himſelf , and 


enlarged thereby to give thanks to God and thew forth his 
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love to brethren, and compaſſiones to men more abundantly, 
are teſtimonies of favour from God, and of grace in the recei 
vers, Pſal. 145. 8, 9, and 136. 24, 25; and 111. 5. and 
75, 3. 1 Tim. 4. 4, 5. 2 Sam. 7, 18, 19. 2Cor. 9.8. 15. 
And alſo correctiones for offences received, as fromthe hand 
of a gracious God, and as ſanctified through the bloud of 
Chriſt, in which the receiver is humbled tothe acknowledge- 
ment of his owne ſinfulneſſe, and Gods righteouſneſle, and 
ſo more ſubmitted to the teachings of grace, corruption more 
mortified, and he more conformed to Chriſt, are arguments of 
favour to the receiver , Pro. 3. 11, 12. Heb. 12. x. 11. 
lam. 1. 12. 

Whereas when a man proſpers in out ward things, growing 
proud, and perſiſting in evil more abundantly thereby , It 1s 
an argument of diſpicaſure from God , and wickedneſſe 
in man. Pſal. 73. 5, 6, 7, $8, o, 18. and 92. 6, 7. And 
ſo likewiſe is it; tor miento be followed with judgements, & 
therein to grow hard, and deſperate in perſiſting in evil way- 
es, Exod. 7. &c. Iſs. 26. 10, 11. Thow;h ſtill, outward 
proſperity , or adverſity bee of themſelucs mernther proofcs of 
love , nov of hatred in God. 

Vſe. IV. 

This likewiſe may bee, both an admorution, and motive 
to ſuch as are babes, and yet but weake in the faith of Chriſt, 
whothrough ſome ſpiritual diſcoveries of the grace of Chriſt 
in the Goſpell , have been helped in ſome meaſure to deny , 
and goe out of themſelves , andto reccive the Goſpell , ſo 
as in ſome meaſure they believe in Chriſt, and love Fm, and 
yet are but weake, and lyable to many infirmities ; as the 
diſciples at the time of this love affirmed were; To you I ſay, 
ſeeing this is recorded, and ſpoken for your ſakes, that you 
may know what portion you have in Chriſt Jeſus}, and with 
what love you are beloved of him, as is betore ſhe wne. 

Oh : be warned, and movedto looke for this love, Oh do 
hot ſit downe, and reſt in this that you have ſeene his love to 
man-ward, and experimented his compaſſionesto you , and 
found ſome peace in your conſciences, in receipt of remiffion 
of ſins, and ſome acceſle tothe throne ofgrace , though this 
be ſweet, and precious , but waite through the Spirit in de- 
"I on him, and in this conhdence, ſecke erneſtly, in 


upplication , anduſe of his _ meanes, inattending 
4 to 


( 56 


tothe Goſpell, to have your faith eſtabliſhed in hjs peculiar 
love of delight, and well-pleaſednefſſe, Rom. 5. 1, 5. Heb, 
6. 1. Gall. 5. 5. Pſal. 10y. 1, $, and 106, 4, 5. Eph. 
1. 17. 20. Andgive all diligence, - by excerciſing, and wal- 
king in faith, and Jove, and yeelding too, and bringing forth 
the fruites of the Spirit , and waitiag at his poſts, that you 
may have this ſpecialllove of Chriſt more cleared , and aſſy- 
red to you , 2 Pet. 1. 5, 11. Heb. 6. 11. ITſa. 5s. 1. y. 
Pro. 8. 34. 35. And tothatend , ſuffer not your hart by 
any meanes to fall back tothe love ofthe world , andthe 
things thereof, 1 Joh. 2. ry. 16. Neither deſire to be loved 
of leſus Chriſt as the world loveth her friends, 19h, 14. 27, 
and 15, 19, 20. Norto be adorned , and filled with fuch 
praiſe honour, riches, friends powre, and good report as the 
Lord often 4illeth his enemies withall , and they that have 
their portion in this lite glory in, Job. 21. Pſal. 197. 14. And 
if the Lorddo give you a fulnefſe in ſuch outward things,be- 
ware you,do not ſet your hart upon them, nor glory of them 
or be delighted withthem , Fl. 6:. 10. lob. 31, 24. 25. 
Leaſtthey turne to be a ſuare to you , andſo damp your de- 
light ingood , andintanglc, and mt you ter che Grvics of 
the Lord, and ſo deprive you of better riches, Der. 8. 10, 
20. 1 Tm. 6. 9. 10. 11. Butinjealouſie of yovr ſelves, and 
in confidence in him , pray himto be mercitullto you , in 
fitting you for all he giveth you, and to blefle his mercies ro 
you , inframing your hart by his grace tothe acknowledg- 
ment of his goodnefle, and farthfulneſle, in good uſe making 
of all the things he giveth into your ſtewardſhip, and that the 
hight of his countenance may ſhine upon you, Pre. 30. 7. 8, 
9. Pſal. 67. 1. 2. That you may take occation more abun- 
dantly thereby, to hold forth the word of life, Phill, 2. 16. 
To ſhew compaſſion, and do good to all men, and be ready for 
every good worke , Tit. 3. 2. $, Gall. 6, 10. Toreſtify 
love in the ſervices thereof, more abundantly to the houthold 
of faith in fathering the miniſtration of the Goſpel, reliefe of 
the needy bowels of the ſaints, uſe of hoſpitallitie, and ſo to 
be rich in good works, Gall. 6. 6. 9. 10. Philem. 7. Heb. 
13. 1. 2. 1 Tim. 6. 18, And foſhall all your qutwardful- 
neſſe be no hinderange , but profitable to you , and others, 
Ecelez.. 7. 1x. Againe ifthe Lorddeprive you of ſuch ful- 
neſſe, and keepe you low, and excerciſe you with tribulation 
inthat reſpectſo as you are poore , and deſtitute of my 
riches, 
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riches, friends, liberty, &c. among men, bee not offen- 
ded, neither murmur at his dealin with you , ſeeing you are 
deprived ofnothing , but what Felus Chriſt was deprived ot 
in this life , hee was the chicfe beloved , yet hee was more 
emptied , and afflicted heere then you are', yea have not re- 
fiſted againſt Fn , holding forth the faith tothe bloud, it 15 £- 
nough for the diſciple,to have as good uſc heere as his maſter, 
but you are not yet brought ſo low, Fob. 2. 10. Mich. 7. 9. 
Heb. 12. 3+ 4. Foh. 13. 16, and 15, 19, 20. Do not 
murmur therefore, but in paticnce poſleſſe your ſoules, Luk, 
21. 19. Yea, andthe rather, ſeeing the want of theſe out- 
ward things and afflictions *about them , is no argument of 
want, or hinder:pce of having the moſt om love, Pre. 
j 12, ſa. 43- 1, 2, 3. Yea , when they are occaſioned 
y the profeſſion of the Goſpell , and ſuffered for the Golpell 
ſake,they are great teſtimonies of peculizr!ove, Ad. 9. 5. 
16, Rev. 7. 14. Mat. 5. 11. 12. Wherefore let neither ſwul- 
neſſ , nor empt ine e withdraw thee , but let they hart be one, 
and thy deſires towards ſuch love , as in which Chriſt Jeſus 
is beloved, and ſeeke to be ſetled and ſtabliſhed therein, tecing 
it appertaines tothe, 


Fſe. V. 


This likewiſe may be an exhortation ty all that believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt andlove him, rightly to prize, and eſtimate this 
peculiarlove of Chriſt tothem ; Soe as : ; 

I. Torejoyce in the Lordevermore , and let the portion 
you have received of him,and that yau have in him be well- 
pleaſing to you, and ſeeke, and receive,and take up all your 
jatisfying, content, and glorious, rezoycing therein Phill. 4. 
4. Rom. 5. 11. Fſal. 16, xs, 6. 

If you have fulneſle of outward things , and bee ſoc kept, 
and carned inthe uſe thereof, that the world cannor , but 
commend you, and that many are beholdingto you; yet 
doe not you rezoyce in this, Jeb. 31. 35. Hoſe. 14. 3. Ffal. 

20. 7. Butrejoyce inthe Lord that hee is your portion, and 
hath forgiven you y our ſins, accepted you to favour , and 
is become your wiſedome , righteouſneſſle , (anctification, 
and redemption; and hath given you his promiſe , that hee 
will bee with you, your | or » guide, and falyation , 
der. 9. 23- 24. 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
It the Lord hath enlarged you with mavy viſſits , and - 
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full pirituall gifts, and great ſucceſle therein , that much is 
done by you, and you therein preferred before many others, 
et inthis rezovce not, that you are ſo enlarged, and pre-. 
erred before others , but rejoyceinthe Lord, that is be. 
come your portion, and hath writ your names in Heaven, 
and fer his delight on you, 1 Cor. 4. 6, 7. Lak, 10. 20. 
If the Lordexercife you with wants in outward things, & 
ky tribulationes, yet be not diſcouraged, but rezoyce in 
the Lord that hee is your portion , andtht you have in him 
all fullneſle of fpirituall bleſſings, and treaſurethat cannot be 
waſted , andthe hee hath ſet his love on you, andgiveth 
you all things pertaining to life , and Godlineſie, and will 
cauſe allthings to work for the beſt to you, and after alittle 
tryall poſſeſſe you with the crowne of life, let the belicte 
heereof cauſe you to endure, as ſeeing him, who is inviſi- 
ble, and ſuffer not temporary aflitiones , to hinder your 
rezoycing in him , Lam. 3. 19. 24, Pſal. 119. 55, 57. 
Eph, 1. 3. 2 Pet. 1. 3, 4. 2 Tim. 4. 8. Heb. 11. 26. 27. 
Pſal. 66. 6. Who Twill in due ſcaſon fill you with joy. 

If the Lordtry you with ſome darknefſe, hidings of his 
face though that bee the ſoreſt of all tryals; yet let not your 
hart ſinck intodiſcouragement, nor count it a ſtrange thing, 
as if it could not ſtand with peculiar love, or might not be- 
fall beloved ſons , but in the depth of humilliation, and aba. 
36. qt ame yogd, yetrezoyceinthe Lord that is yours,and 
hath appeared to you, and becauſe he loved you with ever- 
laſting love , hath drawne you with loving kindnefle, and 
though he hide hisfacefrom you both ill , even now love 
you, andis yourlight and protexion, in him is noe change ; 
and in due ſeaſon, he will return againe to you , and bring 
you forth to the light , and you hall ſee hisrighteouſneſle, 
Jer. '31. 3, 20. Lam. 3. 31. Mich. 7. 7, 8, 9, 10. There- 

fore regoyce im him.> , 

If divers temptationes aſſaults you , rejoyce not in ſight of 
many outward, ard ſencible helps , and props, but rezoyce 
in the Lord, and in the powre of his might, Eph.6. 10. &c. 
In a word: when you aproach his courts, and uſe his ordi. 
nances; yea, andatall times rezoyce inthe Lord, becauſe 
of this his great, and peculiarlove, and lovenineſſe. Carr. 
I. 4. Pſal. 27. 4. 

TI. Tobe meecke, and patient inall thetryals, we meete 
withall for the profeſſion jr Goſpell, and for _ - 
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faith , andlove, and the ſervices thereof , andto bee con- 
ſtant therein, notwithſtanding all tryalls wee muſt meete 
with for the ſame ſecing hee loves us with ſuch ſpeciall, and 
peculiar love, Heb. 10. 36. Rev. 2. 10. and 12. 14. And 
that alſo ſeeing. It 1s agreable to the having of his choyſe 
love to goe through many ſufferings in the ſervices of love, 
AQ. 9. 15, 16. Itis fromthe hand of our well-beloved, that 
loves us ſo dearly, who is the Lord of all , and all are his 
ſervants. Eccleſ. 3. 14. Pſal. 119. 89, go, 92. It 15the ap- 
pointed way to paſſe through, betore we can come to enzo 
the harveſt, andtulneſle of lus peculiar love, and choiſe 
fruites thereof, AZ. 14. 22; Andthat indue tcaſon as wee 
ſuffer with him , wee ſhall raine with him, 2 Tim. 2. 12. 

{11, To love one another as Jeſus Chriſt hathloved us, 
even ſo freely, delightfully, lowingly, &c. And to walk 
a ſuch love, and fellowſhip together, &c. Eph. 5. 1.2. 
To all which by this love of Chriſt we may be exorted, bue 
the ſpeciall uſe, in which wee may come to ſee , and ataine 
toall ſer forth, in theſe uſes isthat which tollowes in the 
next point. 

The Second thing to bee veiwed is, Our Saviours gracious 
invitation, or charge. Viz. (ontinue yea m my love. 

This ſentence by the whole drift, & ſcope of our Saviours 
mſtru&tion in the Gnily from Verſ. 1. to this 9 Verſ. apea- 
res to be ment in aslarge a ſence as Verſ. 4. Abide im me_+, 
and T in you , and as Verf. 7. If yee abide in mee , and 
my words in you : Soc as the ſence appeares to bee twofold. 

Firſt, Continue yea in my love , That is , Depend and 
reſt upon it , andreſt your ſelves ſatisfied with it , and turne 
not aſide from this my love, tuſecke, or deſire any other 
loves beſide mine , Pſal. 36. 7, 8. and 71. 23, 26. and 
23. and 27, 1. Iſa. 28. 12, 16. and 30. 15-. 16. 

Secondly : Continue yea in my leve, Thar is, let it bee 
ever with you, in you, and before you , and have its perfect 
working in you in all its operationes , anddoe not ſmoother 
it, or ſhrinck from it in any of its workings , and motiones, 
Rev. 3. 3. Fam. 1: 25. 1 Thefs. 5. 19. 

So that the meaning of the words apeare to bee as much,as 
if our Saviour had ſaid in more words to his diſciples, andto 
us in them. 

I. (ontinue yea in my love , take up all your ſatisfying , and 
well-pleaſednefſe therein, Pſal. 16. 5, 6, 7, and 18, bo 2, }- 
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Fall. I. 3, T1 8, o. Drink in all your delighr , and re- 
frething theretcom,Fob. 9. 37, 38, 39. Fſal. 36. 7, 8, 9. 
Cant. 1. 2, }, and 5, 1. Andtakeup all your conſolation, 
and glorying in this my love, Fer. 9. 23, 24. 1 Cor- 1. 30. 31. 

11. Contrunc ye mmy love , walkinit , and yeild up YOur 
ſelves togo forth in all the opperationes of it , doing all you 
do in the Radon Sr of, and confidence in this my 
love,and in ſubmiſſion too and walking in the ſame , Ce. ;, 
16, 17, and 2, 6. Gall. 2. 20. Rem. 6. 17, and 12, 1. 
2. Fhil. 2. 2. 6. Sothattotake the ſence, both 1n a briefe 
ſumme , andinan amplified ex plication it comes both into 
the ſame ſence, As. 

I. Totake it in a briefe ſumme , it appeares to have this 
ſence' , comtinuc yea tn my leve, (thit is as much as to ſay ) fo 
cleave to me.and demane your ſelves to mee-ward, in accep. 
ting of, and yeelding to my love, in taking all your ſatisfying 
mit, and yeelding all your ſervice to it, that you neither 
turne aſide, and wind out your ſelves from it nor cauſe mee to 
hide, or withdraw it from you, ſuitable to this are ſuch pray- 
ers , andexhortations, as. Cell. rt. 9, 10, 11, and 3, 9, 
gO, 16 Eph. 3. 16, 19, and 4, 1, 7, 22, 24. Eph.xs.2. 

For iuch as fo continue in is love , that by his love, they 
be enflamed with, andledout inthe love ot him , ſhall par. 
take of more abundant teſtimonies of love from him, Pro. 8, 
a7. Joh, 14. 21, 23. But ſuch as withdraw from reſting, 
and delighting in his love, and yeelding up in love to the re- 
quirings , and opperationes thereof , hee will not flow in 
vpon them, with appearance, and teſtimonies of his delight- 
full love, but rather hide the ſame from them, Heb. 10. 38. 
Therefore for our profit he ſaid, contin yea in my leve, VIZ. 
m reſting in,and veelding tomy love. OE 

IT. To take the ſence in an amplified explication in ſome 
particular branches, to continue in this love of Chriſt contai 
neth m it theſe particulars, 

I. Toremember his love with all the fruites thereof, fo as 
wee never forxet, nor be unmindfull ofthe ſame , but keepe 
it in our mind 2nd hart,as it hath beene by the word of grace, 
and his Spirit therein made knowne to us, Cant. 1. 4. Pfal. 
103. r. 5: Astofay. 

His redeeming us by his bloud , even when wee were his 
enemies, Rom. 5. 5. 6, 10. 1 Cor. ' ny. 1. 4. 

His accepting , and receiving us , when im Ts 
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call wee were preſented to him , though wee were then in 

our bloud, hee walbing, 2nd ſpeaking peace to us, andin us, 
even by his bloud that was before ſhead for us, Exch, 16. 4- 

6, 9- Rev. 1. <5. 

His becoming all things for us, and to us, even wiſedome, 
ciohteouſneſſe ſanctification, and redemption, Father, Brot- 
her, Prince, teacher, &c. 1 Cor. 1. 30. T/a. 9. 6, 

His oft ſupporting, relieving,and viſnting us, and aſſuring 
his gracious preſence with us, and giving us ſome experiment 
thereof in his gracious opperations , #ſal, 34. 4, and 116, 
1, 10. Iſa. 43. 1, 2, 3. Kow. 5. 2. }. 4: 

His making us ſons, and therein partakers of all his ſonlike 
privilledges, and therein filling us with peaee, and aſſurance 
of raining, and fo the firſt fruites of eternall like, and the hope 
ofthe inhentance,and Kingdome, Foh. 1. 12. 2 Joh. 3}. 1, 
2. Rev. 1. 6, and Fs, 10. Rom. 5. 2. 3. 

His making an everlaſting, and free covenant with us, en- 
gaging himſelfto us for all theſe high privilledges , 2 Sam. 
23+ 5- 1 Cron. 16, 5, 18. Pal. roy. 8. 9. 10. Of which 
himfclf 8 ever mmnd full. 

And of all theſe things to be mindfull , is one ſep of conti- 
aving in his love. 

11. Toabide in and keepe faſt, and conſtantly art all times, 
that a7 —_ eſteeme , and prizingot Jas love , andthe 
fruites thereof , andthe goodnefle and equity of all it requi- 
reth, and worketh, which was begotten, and chmod 
in us, upon the firſt diſcovery, and comununicatioh of his love 
to us by his Spirit in , andthrough the word of grace , in 
which wee were enabled to beliefe , and this is another ſtep 
of continuance in his love, Pre. 31. 21, 22, and 4, 20, at» 
Rev. 3. 3- fer. 2. 1. 5. Dent. 32. 15- 18. 

ITI. Toabidein, and hold faſt our confidehce inhis lo. 
ve, and goodnefle which by his grace he hath begocten,truſt- 
ing perfectly to his grace \, andthis15 to ſtand, andſtayim 
his love, Heb. 3. 6. 14, and 10, 35. 1 Fer. 1. 13- 

IV. Toaccount this love of his, with the fruxes thereot 
riches enough without deſire , or regard of any other love, 
or fruite to enrich us, and this is to take up our content , and 
le downe in his love, Pſal. 73. 23. Phil. 3. 7. 9. 

V. To ſuffer this love of his thus remembred , eſteemed, 
truſted ro with content taking therein , to have its perfect 
worke in,and with us, Jeb. 4. 10. 11. 12. 37. 18. 21. In 
making 
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making the world, with all the glory riches,and goodlinefſe 
thereof, as contemptible to us, as it will, Phill. 3. 7. 8. Fſa. 
o. 9. 8. 

s In mortifying all the affe ions, 2nd luſts of the fleſh, and 
luſtes aftec any thing beſides this love of Chriſt, and the fruites 
thereof, Coll. 3. 1. 4. Gall. 5, 23. 

In carrying us forth to the acknowledgment of our owne 
nothingneſſe , and confeſſion of the great love of God, and 
ceking the enjoyment of it more and more,abundantly, P (al. 
203. Rom. 1, 16. Cant, 1. 2. 3. 4. 

n enflaming ourdefires, and commanding all our powres 
for all ſervices of love, through all labours and ſufferings laid 
before us , Rom. 12. 12. Phill. 2. 1. 2. 6. Rev. 12. 11: 
2 Cor. 5. 14- Andthisistoyeildup too , andto cate , ani 
drink in,and digeſt his love, Toh. 4. 32. 24. 

VI. To exerciſe our ſelves , and walke in this love of 
his; with this remembrance, and eſtimate of, and confidence 
in, and yeelding to the opperation of this his love , ard todo 
all wee Kave to do in performances , or ſufferings, in, and 
through this remembrance , beliefe, and acknowledgment 
of the love of Chriſt, whichisto walke in his love , 1 Cor. 
23; 1, 13, and 16, 14. 

VII. Torejoyceevermore in the Lord, and inthis his 
love, and$o give him thanks , waighting forthe enjoyment 
of the fulneſle thereof, Phill. 4. 4. 1 Thefs. 5. 18. 1 oh. 3. 
I. 2. And thus alſo we ſhall be cloathed with his love. 

All theſe particulars joyned together are encludedin con. 
tinuing in his love ; ſoe that the ſence , whether briefly pro- 
pounded , orlargly ſet forth with explication meete in one; 
to continue in his love, m performance of which abideing 
in hislove : what freedome from ſinne in reſpect of accula. 
tion, or tirannicall commands : what freedom from the bon. 
dage of thelaw, and from terrors, and feares of wrath, and 
death : What enjoyment of peace, and joye : What hea- 
venly operationes in purifying the hart, and filling with 
childlike love deſires, and ſweet content : What experiments 
offtrength, and goodnefle is found, none know , but thoſe 
that experiment it. Rom. 5. 1, 5. 1 Cer. 2. 14. 

But al they that continue thus in his love, doe both know, 
and experiment it ſuch, and foe good, that is betterthen 
life, x Joh. 3. n, 2, 3. Pſal. 63. 1, 2, 3. And they have 
their experiments for the proofe , and can ſet their nn 
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the ame, witneſſing himto be true, Row. $. 1, 2. Toh. 9. 
37. 38. 39. & 3+ 33- OP 8 

And from this gracious charge, and invitation of our Savi- 
our to his diſciples, to continue in his love, arile two obſerya- 
tiones clearly, 


OIf. 1. 


The infinitlove , and good will of Jeſus Chriſt , tothoſe 
that believe in him, and love him, farther ſhewing it ſelfe in 
this, that he is not content only to love them ; and fo pecu. 
liarly to love them: yea, and to make known ſuch love to 
them alſo, but that hee would have them alſo alwayes to 
continue , andabide jn this his peculiar love, and receive al 
refreſhing, and ſatisfying in it , and to be ever with him, and 
before hun, catcing, and drincking loves in his preſence , 
Pſal, 36. 8. and 65.. 4 Cant. 5. 1. A favourgreaterthen 
that of David, to Mephiboſheth , 2 Saw. 9. 7. Even as 
much as that deſired by the church, Cant. 8; 6. Well may 
his love be ſaid to paſſe knowledge for height, breadth,depth, 
length, Eph. 3. 18, 19. 


OIf. 11. 


The infinit obligation , in which believers are to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſoe their duty, and way, that is ſafe, andſcemly 
for them, and well - plealing to lum; namely : To continue 
and abide in this bus love»; Allwayes to remember , and 
prize it; toreſt on, and yeild tooit, to dwell , and walke 
init, asis before-ſhewne, Eph F. 1, 2. and 4. I, 7, 20, 
24. Pſal. 23. tothe end. To which his great love obligeth, 
and lus charge, from both which there are good grounds, 
and ftrong motives of much uſcfulneſle to us, as to inſtance 
alittle; Itferveth 
I. Toreprove ſuch believers, and profeſſors of the Go- 
anbinhind, and ingratitude , as having made 

e beginnings in the Spirit, andinreceie of ſome ſpiritu- 
all lehtinthe Goſpel, helping them to believe, have ex- 
perimented, not only peace in conſcience, in behefe of 
the atonement made by Chriſt, but alſo in dependance ori 
Chriſt , have met with ſome diſcoveries , inſights, and taſt 
@lus peculiarlove, and lovelineſle, and the ſweet movings, 
and 
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and operationes thereof, 2 (or. 3; 3, 18. Heb. ro, Gall 1, 
I, 2. ahd 4, 15. Who notwithſtanding are againe wit 
drawne and turned aſide , either to delight themſelves with, 
orto heape upto themſelves, or adorne themſelves with, 
or ſeeke ſatisfying in the glory, riches, and things of this 
world, 2 Tim. 4, 10. Ortopleale themſelves , or others 
in any 1dollatrous, or ſuperſtitious ſervice , or to perfe& 
themſelves, in becomming under the bondage of the law 
to help themſelves , with fleſhly obſervances, and perfor. 
mances, tomake up their affurance, or faith, Gal. ;. 1, 
x3. and F. 1, 5, 6. and 4. Yea, orthat have in any fort 
Jeft their firſt love met, with m Jefus Chriſt. Rev. 2. 4. 5 
To which, what need more be {jd then, Behold and remem. 
ber this bis fo great love_s , And what hart will it not wound, 
to think , that it ſhould bee ſo bewitched, after the taſt ther. 
of, to rr folly, topreferre vanity ; to charge 
the allmightze with iniquity , torequite him ſo evill, that 
ſo gracious, Oh great folly, Gall. 3. 1, 2,- 5, 4. ter. 2. 5, 
E, 13, 41, 46, Demt. 32. 2. 6, 7. 


TL. To admoniſa all that have believed in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and loved himto acknowledge the cauſe of all their weak 
neſſe,, and intemptationes readineſle to ſtart aſide for gain, 
orfeare ; all their murmurings diſcontents ; all their follies 
through envy, wrath, or any worldly, or fleſhly luſts, 
—_ Jo from a forgetfulneſſe of this great love of 
Jeſus Chriſt , and of God in him, and want of reſting 
thereon , and yeilding upto, and walking in the motiones 
thereof, which would have preſerved them. Jam. r. 12. 
Dem. 32. 4. 5. 6. 15. 


TIT. To exort us to leve the Lord Jeſus , Pſal. zr. 
23. And to ſet forth the praiſes of his love, Pſal. 145. 
tothe end. Andtocontinue , and abide in his love, accep- 
ting xt, and yclding toit, asis before ſhewne, the directy 
ones whereto followeth, 


The 


(65) 


The third thing to bee vciwedis : 
the ſweet, and ſafe direction , 
ourSaviour giveth his diſciples, 

how to continue in his love, in 
which diredtion,a gracious pro- 
miſe is encluded; 7/yee keep my 
commandments , yea shall abide in 
my love, even as I have kept my Fa=- 
thers commandments, and abide in 
hi love... 


F OR our better utderſtanding ofthis diretion, and pro- 

mule, Firſt, wee have two things to bee enquired finto , 

Fix. 1. What were the Fathers commandments concerning 
us Chciſt, which he kept. 

IT. How , orin what manner Jeſus Chriſt kept his Fa- 
thers commandments ſecondly, wee have two things expreſ. 
ſedto be veiwed, and believed of us , Viz. 1. That Ieſns Chriſt 
did keepe bis Faihers commandments, 1 1. That in keeping thenw 
be did abide in hs Fathers love. 

x ENG wee have our faviours affirmation , containing 
th. 

I. Thedirection how, and I I. The promiſe of continu- 
ingin has love. 

irſt : Forthe things to be enquired intothat wee may 
know them, the firſt 1s what were the Fathers command- 
ments concerning Jeſus Chriſt, and in the ſcripture they ap- 
peare to bee, theſe two commandments. 

I. That he ſhould ſave all men , by giving himſelf aranſp- 
me,and offering up himſelf a ſacrifice for them, to make pro- 
piciationfortheir ſins , ſo as to make them ſavcable, andto 
open the door for a ſpeciall and eternal ſaluation, for al thoſe 
ſubaye to him,and belieye bn him, 1 Tix, 2+ 43 5» 6 

E Web. 
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Heb. 10. 7. Andthis command encludes in it his taking the 
nature of mankind, fub;ect to humane infirmities, Rem, 6. 3. 
His being made under the law for them that were under the 
law, Gall. 4. 4. 5. His bearing the fins of the world, Job, 
F. 29. 2 Cor. 5. 19, His dying the death tor every man, 
2 Cor. '5. 14. {'eb. 2. 9 His ntirgagaine acquit of all the 
ſins imputedto him , anda victorer over all the curſe , and 
deathimpdalſed on him, and over all the enemies he conflicted 
with,, 1 @: rs. 4 1 Pct. ;. 22, Ando by theeternall 
Spirit offering himſelf with oat ſpot to God, ſealing the new 
Teſtament with his precious bloud , and with the vertue 
thercof entred the ho'!y of holies, to make reconciliation for 
the ſins of the people , andappeares in heaven before God 
for them , Fab. 9. 11. 12. 14, 15, 16, 17, 23. 24 All 
this is in the firſt comm2ndinent. 

I 1. That he ſhould bring all men to the knowledge ofthe 
truth, and ſo enlighten , and convince them, that the Lord 
may dwell among them, and how eyer , that they may be 
brought to acknowledge Jeſus the Lurdto the glory of God, 
1 Tim, 2. 4. 6. Rom, 14. 9. 11, 12. And more eſpecially 
ſuch as ace inthe day of grace ſnbmitted to the acknowledg- 
ment of the truth, to guide themimo all truth, and to unite, 
and conforme them to himſelf, making them mecte for, and 
in due ſeaſon partakers of the inheritance with himſelf, Joh, 
16. 13, 14, I5. 1fa. 55. 4, 5, 2 Cor. 3. 3, 18. Col. x, 
12. 13. 1 Pc. 2. 3. 9. And this commandment containes 
in it , His _ 4 of the Goſpell , His communica- 
tioh af Spirit , His enliving the dead , His opening the 
eyes ofthe blind, andthe cares ofthe deaf, his bringing the 
priſoners out of priſon ; his comforting, cloathing, and bew- 
tifying them with grace, andglory , 1/4. G61. 1. 2, 3. Luk 
4. 18, 21, Iſa. 42. 1, 8, and 49, 6, 9. And thattheſe 
two commandments , the one to work, and accompliſh in 
Him/elf, as the publick perſon in the roome, and place, a per- 
fect ſalvation for mankind with Godby giving himſelFatan. 
ſome forthem, and ſo purchaſing them into hs. 0wne diſpoſe 
as their Lord,and ſo making them ſaveable, Rom. 14. 9. 10. 
11. 12. Theotherto offer the knowledge , 'and tenders of 
this grace'td them, that they may come to the knowledge' 
the truth , -b«h. 1. 9. And thatſuch asare ſubmitted to the 
: acknowledgment ofthe truth in the day of grace, andadi 
- Hetc in, hee ro confer upon them, and work inthemere 
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Gluation , Toh. $8. 31. 36. That theſe bee the command- 
_ of the Father concerning Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ife- 
vident. 
* I. By theexpreſſe, andplaihe affirmation of the ſcriptu. , 
res, ſpeaking ot the mind, and will of God, concerning the 
Man Jemus -hriſt the mediator betweene God , and men 
what God willeth concerning him, that he would have done 
by him ; It faith of the firit , God will have all men to be 
ſaved, Andoftheſecond , And come to the knowledge of the 
trath ; And ſpeaking of the anſwerable performance by Chriſt 
it ſaith of the firſt, hee gave himſelfa ranſome for all, and of 
the ſecond, a teſtimony, or to be teſtified in due time ,. 3 The, 
2. 4. 5. 6. Both whuch are expreſly ſaid in other places 
alſo , to bee his will to be done by Chriſt , an4 which he 
came and undertooketo doe , and having finiſhed the one 
part, that reſpecteth the one commandment, and beene per. 
forming, and ſtil is performing the other part of his wil which 
reſpecteth the other eommandment , Pſal. op. 7, 8, 9, 
$0. Heb. 10. *, 9, 10, 12, Is, 16. Iſa. G6. 1. 2. 3. 

I 1. By the plaine teſtimony , and confeſſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, who as he was abaſed, zand died for our ſins, 
and roſe for our juſtification , and ſo offered himſelfas the 
Tanſometo God , and became the propitiationfor the fins 

z of the world ſo he comprehendeth his humilation death, and 
reſurrection, under the firſt part of the will of his Father, and 
calleth it his commandment , ſaying have powre to lay 
downe my life, and I have powre totake it again, this com- 
mandment have I received of my Father, 14h. 19. 18. And 
of thispart of Gods will its moſt probable he ſpake , Toh. 6. 
38. 39. Icamedown from heaven not to doe mine owng wvill”, but 
the will of him that ſent mee , and this us the Fathers will, which 
hath ſent mee, that of all that he hath given mee I ſhowld looſe none, 
but ſhonld raiſe it up againe at the laſt day, Agreeabl& ro that 1s 
ſaid els-where. As in Adam alldie ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alive, 1 Cor. 15. 22. Agreeable to that which he after faith, 
The bread Thich I will give , s my fleſh, which 1 will 
ive for the life of the world , Toh. 6. 51. And this to be 

eevement appeares. I. In that this ſaid, Verſ. 48, Fj” Ts 

'maderhe ground of his faithfulneſſe, and powre, for that he 

- aid before; Verſe 35. andafter, Verſe 40. IT, Inthatthe 
phraſe is altered, Heere is ſaid, hath given (as intimating to 
pwehaſe) but in Ferſ, 37. It i fajd,, giverh ( as intimating 
ue E 2 by 
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bÞ the heavenly call) I11. Andin thatthe other part of big) 
wallis expreſt as diſtin&t,and in other tearmes, Ver. 49, 

to mani:eſt his love, and obedience to his Father in this com; 
mand, inlaying downe his life , and offering himlelf as the 
ſacrifice for the {in ofthe world, Joh. 1. 29, That the world 
might know it, when he was inthe houſe, where thoſe that 
ſought to apprehend him could not have come to take him ; 
he {2d that the world may know, that Ilove the Father,and 
as the Father gave mee commandment, even fo I doe, ariſe, 
let us go hence , Fob. 14. 31. And thus have wee the firſt 
commandment given to Chriſt , ſet forth by his owne teſti. 
mony. 

And forthe other commandements ; hee faith expreſly , 
This 15 the will of him that ſeut mee , that cuery one that ſecth the 
Sen, aud bilicueth on him , may have everlaſting life ; and 
I will raiſe him up at the laſt daye, Toh. 6. 40. ( intima- 
ting, To glory for all hall raſe , ) and ſpeaking ot the Goſpel, 
and the miniſtration thereot, through which he ſendeth forth 
Spiritto enhghten, andconvince ; and to bring the convin- 
ced to believe, and the believer to partake of eternall life, 
in whichreſpe*t the Goſpell is a hight, anda judge. Joh. 12. 
46, 47, 48, 49, 50- 

Heſaid , I havenot ſpoken of my ſelfe , but the Father 
which ſent mee, hee gave mee a commandement what I 
thould ay , and what 1 ſhould ſpeake, and I know that his 
commandment is life everlaſtigg, whatſouver I ſpake there- 
fore , even 25 the Father {aid unto mee, ſoc I fpeake, and 
fo heſath ; The Lord God hath given mee the toung of the 
learned, that I ſhould know how to miniſter a word in due 
ſeaſon, to him that is weary , Iſa. 50. 4 

In xzeſpect of theſe commands put on Chriſt, and under- 
takento bee performed by lum, hee is in generall called, 
The $4viour of the world . oh. 4. 42. And Gods falvati- 
» on to the ends of theezrth, I/a. 49. 6. And in fpec:all the 
Saviour of his Body , his people, Eph. 5. 23. tAMat. 1. 21. 
And benee allo hez is ſaid ro be crented for the glory of God; 
and biden by God , to. bring forth the blind people that 
haveeyes, 2nd the deafe that have cares, Jſa 92.6, 1 
and 43. 7. 8. And becauſe hee undertooke, and wezit on | 
in thetic -ommar.dements, by the will ,; and, apointmezr! of 
the Father, hec is ſaid to enter in the performance of- both by 
the doore, Joh. 10. 1, 2, 3+ 17, 18, S0that by our Sav- 
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ours own teſtimony it apeares , what the Fathers commands 
concerning him were. | 
" ITI, It farther apeares by the furniture , wherewith hee 
was fitted to keepe theſe commands , and foto perform both 
parts of his Fathers will , in eftecting ſalvation forthe world, 
and eternal alyatian in his peculiar people ; the Scriptures 
Affirming. 

I. That for the firſt, Hee was ſent into the world to bee 
the Saviour ofthe world, 1 Ioh. 4. 14. Toh. 3. 17. 1 Tim. 
s. 15. And had a body given him, that was fitto ſuffer, 
Pſdl. 40. Heb. 10. 5. And was made under the law, Gall 
4- 4- 5. That ſoe hee might beare the ſinnes of men, 
and ſuffer , and offer up himſelfe in ſactiiice for them, 2 Cor. 


5. 19, 21. 

I IT, Thatforthe ſecond, hee was exalted at Gods right 
hand, and imeaſurably filled with the Holy Ghoſt, to ſend 
forth in the Goſpel], to make Known the ſaluation wrought 
by his death, and in his owne body , and to ap!y the yertue 
of his bloud, andſo to give repentance , w | remuſhon of 
fins,and ſo to heale, and ſave, Iſa. 50. 4, 10, and Cr, 1, 2, 
3, 4, and 42, 1, 8. Pſal. 68, 18, 20. A@. 2. 31, 33, 
and 5, 31, 32. By which furniture, it appeares, what the 
eommands to him were, 

IV. Itis yet farther manifeſt in that theſe commands ap» 
peare to be peculiar too, and for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
15 the Lord from heaven, a quickening Spirit, 1 Coy. 15. 45» 

7. Theſe commands being ſuch as not only are but ever 
were, beyond the powre ofall creatures, or any meere matt 
to performe , Job, 28. 1. 23. The law which God at firſk 
put in mans hart , andto which by the grace ofcreation he 
Was bound with all the commands encluded in that law for 
loving God with all the hart), ſoul, and ſtrength , and ones 
neighbour as himſelf, were ſifitable, and fit for a living ſoule, 
as the firſt Adam was made , and might have beene kept by 
him, if he had abode in his integritie , and ſo fin might haye 
been kept from entring into the world, Eccleſ. 7. 29.1 Cer. 
I5- 45. Butto take away tranſgreſſion (when it is come in- 
tothe world) and to doe it by dyidg , and riſing againe, and 
ſataranſome., and work a redemption with God for tran{- , 
grelſors, thiszs, and alwayes wat beyond the powre of any 
meere man to doe, Pſal. 49. 7. 8. Andſo likewiſeto enlive 
- theſe ranſomed ones lying dead intreſpaſles , and fins and to 
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enlighten them, and give in the Holy Spirit to renew , and 
fave them, and hl! them with eternal life is beyond the powre 
of all creatures, or any meere man, though converted, Joh. 
I. 13, and 3, 3, 5, 6, and 6, 44, 45- 2 (or. 3. 4. 5- 6. 

Theſe things are peculiarto him that is the ſon of God, 
God man, the ſaviour, and their is none beſides, Heb. r.and 2.to 
the end. TH. 2. 10. Iſa. 45. 21. Who had a body given 
himto ſuffer , and was manifeſted in this world to take awa 
tranſgreſſions, Heb. 10. 1 Joh. 3. 5. And was exaltedat his 
Fathers right hand*, and fiiled with Spirit , toenlighten his 
ranſomed, to preach the Goſpell to the poore , to heale the 
broken harteq, and bring his people to life, and glorie, Iſa. 
42. 1, 8, and 50, 61, 1, 4. Whence God in putting theſe 
commands upon his owne ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and on him 
Pf » is ſaid to have laid help upon one that is mightie, 
Pſal. $9. 19. 

V. The fate , and condition wee were in whom he came 
toſave, doth allo evidence, theſe foremencioned, to be the 
commandments , that were given to Chriſt by him, that ſent 
him forth to be our ſaviour , our needs requiring the ſame, 
that he ſhould fulfill theſe commandments , for though his 
being righteous in fulfilling the law , to which by the grace 
of creation wee were all hound, was both needfull, and profi. 
table for us, im that thereby, no need of any part of his ran. 
ſome, or facrifice for himſelf, but all for us, Heb. 49. 26. 27, 
Yet conld not all that righteouſneſſe of his have made ſatis. 
faction for our ſins, and overcome our death, and procured 
life for us, it he kad not done this for us, by dying for our ſins, 
and riſing for our juſtification, and ſo fulfilled that command. 
ment, Mar. 26. 39. Gall. 2. 21. Rom. 4. 25. Toh. 10. 18. 
Neither by all that his perſonall righteouſneſſe, joyned with 
the fulfilling of this command if he had not been filled with 
Spirit to ſendforth , and ſhould not by that Spirit in the Go- 
ſpell be fulfilling the other command , in teaching andrene. 
wing us,applying that ſalvation wrought to us, and workin 
falvation in us, could wee be eternally ſaved, Iſa. 42. r. 8, 
and Gr, 1, 4, and 54 3. 1r. Toh, 6. 44, 45, and ng, 1, 
8. And thus it appeares , whatthe Fathers commandments 
concerning Chriſt are. 

I T. The ſecond thing to be enquired is, How, orin what 
manner Jeſus Chriſt kept his Fathers commandments , and 
that the Scripture ſhewes, 
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T. That he kept and performed the ſame in, and through 
an union with his Father in mind, will, and purpoſe , and 
ſo in love to his Father, andto his choſen, and to mankind. 
Ih. 10. 27. 30. Heb. 10. 47, 9, 10. Pal. qo. 7. $8. fob. 

. 34 Andſotromthe law writ in his hart , with delightto 
be his wall. 

I I. That hee ſo kept , andperformed them inthe midſt 
of a gain- ſaying people, and againſt many remprtationes 
from the devill, and trom the world, both Jewes , and 
Gentiles, and notwithſtanding many 1!)cequitealls. from 
his called ones, 1ja. 53. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6y. 2. AMat. 4. 
z. 12. Hcb. 12. 3. | 

I I I Hee ſo kept, and performed them conſtantly, goeing 
through, and enduring all the labour, payne, and ſuffer- 
ihg ſer be'ore him; till hee eutred his rett where hee abi- 
deth faithtull , Iſa. 5o. 5, 6. and 53. 7. Heb. 12. 2. and 
4- 10. 16, Phull. 27. 11. 

1 V. Hekept, and performed them by the very powre 
of the devine nature , in andby the irriag , and motion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Luk, 4- 1, 14. Heb. 9. 14. Row. 1. 4. 
and 6. 4, 1ſa. 11. 1, 2. 

And thus, andin this manner did Jeſus keepe his Fathers 
commands ; Secondly , Forthe things expretled, they are 
fully , andplaiuly affirmed , which ſhould bee to us proofe 
ſuſicient; yet for better uſefulnefle , wee may verw them, 
that wee may the more profitably believe them. 

I. The firſt of them is that Jeſus Chriſt hath kept his Fa- 
thers commands , not only thoſe that aperrained to his own 

ſon, as hee had taken ournature, and hada ſoule , and 

dy like us, and was made under the law for us, which 
law hee alſo perfectly kept, and fulfilled , and ſo in that re. 
ſpect was altogether without ſin, and perfectly righteous, 
Which is greatly for our benefit, 2 Cor. F. 21. 2 Fer. 2. 22, 

and 3. 18. Heb. 7. 26. 27, But alſo as that heere ſpeciall 
ment , and which wee are hcere eſpecially to heed, he hath 
kept thoſe commands which the Father gave him , in reſpect 
of his office and mediatorſhip , for which hee o fitted m, 
and which were ſo peculiar to him, and needfull for us, that 
hee ſhould performe , 1 Tim. 2. 4, 5, 6. Heb. 10. 7. 19- 
In reſpe& whereof; hee is alſo the juſt one , andfaithfull 
and perfectly righteous in fulfilling them , x Job. 2. 1: 
E 4 2. and 
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2. and r. 9. And that hee hath kept theſe commands, 
is evident. 

I. By the plain affirmation of Scripture. 

In reſpect of the firſt command, that he gave himſelf aran. 
ſome for all men, by the grace of God taſted death for every 
man, 1'Tim. 2. 6. Heb. 2, 9. Hee humbled himſelf , and 
became obedient to the death even the death of the croſle, 
Pkill. 2. $8. Diedfor our fins , and was buned , androſe 
againe the third day according to the ſcriptures , 1 Cor. 15, 
3. 4 Inreſpect of the other command , a teſtimony in due 
time , 1 Thx. 2. 6. Hecis the true light , which lighteth 
ay man that commeth intothe world , Toh, 1, 9. He 
taught in their finagogues , &c. Luk, 4. 14, 15, 22. He 
taught, and advocatedfor his diſciples, ntl gave his Fathers 
words to them , andſent , andſendeth forth Spiritfrom his 
Fathers righe hand , M2. 2. 33. Eph. 4. 7, 8, 12. Atid 
Was , and is faithful to him that appointed him, as a ſon ovef 
Kis owne houſe, to edify preſerve conlolate, and glorify them 
Heb. 3. 1, 6. Iſa, 6r. 1. 4. 

FI. By his own teftimonie , both by words, and deedes, 
by word , he aid , I will give my fell: for the life bf the 
world, 1lay downe my hfe that 1 mighit take it ayome, this 
commandment have I received, &e. The Father gave mee 
2 cofmandment, what I ſhould f:y,and what I ſhotld fpeake 
tlicrefore even as the Father ſaid unto mee +, ſo I ipeake , I 
haye (faith hee to his Pather ) finiſhed the work which thou 
gxeſtmes to doe , I have manifeſted thy name uiito the 
men whom thou qgaveſt mee, Toh, 6. 51, and 10. 19, and 
12, 49- 59, and 1”, 4, 6. By deed , he went out ofthe 
houſe, and overthe brooke, and into the garden,and offered 
himſelfto thoſe that came to apprehended him, and died,and 
roſe, and aſcended, and ſent torth of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. 
Fob. 14. 31, and 18, 1, 4, &c. Ad. r, and 2, 

I 11. By the teſtimony of his Father that Jeſus is his ſon, 
in and with whom hee is well-pleaſed, bidding all, ro looke 
tohim,and heare him, and aflureth, that hee 15foll of Spirit, 
and will not faile in whatever appertaineth to him to doe, 
Mar. 3. 17, and r7, 5. Ifa. 42. 1. 8, 

LV. By the evidence , and witnefſe ofthe Holy Ghoſt, 
of whom it is ſaid, the Spirit of truth which proceedeth from 
the Father, hee thall teſtifie of mee, Toh. 15. 26. And ſos 
the Holy Ghoſt a witnglle of theſe things , whom God hath 
given 
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given to them that obey him, 42. 5. 32. God alſo bearin 
witneſie, with ſignes, aud wonders, and divers nuracles _ 
gifts ofthe Holy Ghoſt according to his owne will , Heb. 
2, 4 Yeathe Holy Ghoſt will ſo evidence the righteouſ. 
- of Chriſt in his pertect kceping.otthele commands, that 
he wil] reprove the world of fin, becauſe they believed not 
on Chriſt (that had ranfomed them andreceived Spirit , and 
ſent forth light to bring them to believe) And he will enable 
ſuch as are turned in his reproofes tg believe on Chriſt, x Pet, 
t. 21. 22, And will farther glorify Cheiſt in the harts of 
behevers, and guide them into all truth , Toh. 16., 13. 15, 
That they may know him in-reſpect of his faithfulnefle in 
theſe commands, to be all wiſedome, righteouſnefle, ſancti- 
fication and redemption for , andtothem, anall ife , and 
——_— 1 Cor. 1. 30+ Coll. 1. 27, and 2, 3s 9, 10, 
aha 3}, 11, 

V. By the experiments of thoſe that are taught of God, 
who in the knowledge, and beliefe of this grace met with m 
Cheſt , vs keeping theſe commands for us, have ſeene,and 
experimented ,- that through his obedience and faithful 
peſlt in the firſt command , having offered himfelfe in facrt- 
fice, forthe fin of the world; It is that the earth is preſer- 
yed, that life is reprived , that Gods patience, apd long-ſuf- 
fering is extended , and that mercies, and bownty are day- 
ly tenewed , and the foundation ofrepentance, laid , and 
the doore of hope , and life openeil to them , Pſal. 75. 3. 

2. 17. 28, Rom: 1. 16, With. 2. 4. Lam. ;. 22. 2 
a Trim. 1. 10. 1 Thi, 4..10. 

And thatthrough his faithfulneſſe in the other command, 
making known.and aplying by his Spirit the vertue of his 
blowd tothem , and working by his Spirit in them it is, that 
they believe in him , andlove him; that they enjoy remif. 
ſon of ſins, peace with God, joye in the Holy Ghoſt, 
knowledge of their ſonſhip, ſupport intryalls, refreſhing 
in ordinances, fellowſhip with God, and brethren, hope 
of glory , &c. Row, 4. 24, 25. and F. 1, 11. Phill, r, 
29. x Pce. nr. 21, 22. Rom. 14. 17, 18. 1 Joh. 1. 1”, 2. 3, 
4s 7. Foal. 36. 8. & 65. 4. So that from their exper- 
ments, they can ſet too their ſeale that hee is true, Toh. 3, 32, 
33. Rom. 8. 1, 2, 3, 46 

V I. By the witnefle of all thoſe Faithfull miniſters of the 
word , that have this gracious teſtimony inſpired to their 
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hart, who beare record ofthis Goſpe! that declareth , this 
which Chrift hath done, and is at his Fathers right had 
ready to do, knowing they declare no fable, and that where 
this is faithfully declared , they are witneſſes , and in ſuch 
witneſle bearing, Chriſt ſends forth the Holy Ghoſt, to en. 
lighten , and beare witneſſeto others that they may believe, 
2 Cor. 5. 18. 19. A. 5. 3t, 32, and 10, 44. 2 Pet. 1. 
z2. Mat. 28. 20. 11h. rn. 4. 6. 

So that it clearly , and many wayes appeares that Teſuy 
Chriſt hath kept his Fathers commandments , this being en. 
cludcd in that great miſterie, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 


I I, The ſecond thing expreſled is, that Jeſus Chriſt in | © 


keeping bus Fathers commandments did abide in his Fathtr: 
leve, Sothat. 

I. In keeping theſe commandments , even while he ws 
madelow, and under law for our ſakes, and did humble him- 
ſelf tobe made pore , andto die for us , yeain all his ſuffe. 
rifipgshe went through , whoſelove ſoever he loſt , andot 

Teprived , and whoſoever hated , and 


whatſoever he was n 
perſecure im, yet in all his Fathers love, and well-pleaſed. 


neſſe was with him, his delight was in him, his preſence with 


him , and his purpoſe of glorifying him firme, unmoveable, [.. 


and inſeparable , yea even whenthe ſhines and appearances 
of his love, and delightfull fellowſhip were withdrawne, and 
Hiddenfrom him , and he for ourſakes ſofarleft, asto feele 
the puniſhmeht of our ſins, which he ſuffered, yet even then 
didthe Father love him, yea, andalſo therefore love him, 
Heb. 29. Phill. 2. 6, », 9, 10. Iob, 16. 32. end 10. 17. 

And in his miniſtration of the Goſpell, and communication 
of Spirit , and all the opperationes thereof in the harts of his 
people, the Fatheris well-pleaſed with him , and as he hath 


accepted his ſacrifice, and ranſome for the ſons of men, ſo he }; 


accepteth all his Spirituall offerings, and opperationes in the 
harts of believers, acquainting them with, and drawing, and 
preſenting them before his Father , Iſa. 42. 1. 2. 8. Pal. 
20. 3. Tb. 17. 1, 8, and 5, 19, 37. Inallloving him. 

I 1. In keeping theſe his Fathers commandments , hee 
himſcftooke delight in , and was well-pleaſed , in , and 
With his Fathers Jove , not deſiring other loves, favour, 
riches , pomp , or Kingdome , nor bring troubled for 
being Corivedolthem , Or any ofthem , having all his.fa. 
tisfying , and content in the loye, and well-plea — 


I 


L 
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is Father , alwayes being well-pleaſed with him , Toh. 

32, 34, and 5, 43, 44» and 10. 30. Pſal. 40. 8. Ioh. 
14. 31, and 16, 32. 

I 11. In alltnals that befell him on earth in keeping theſe 
commandments , this his Fathers love , and well.pleaſed- 
neſſe with him, ad his delight , and ſatisfying therem found, 
hadits perfect working with him carrying him through all 
hbours , and ſufferings , ſoas he neither drew back from 
any part of the firſt command, Heb. 12. 2. Iſa. 50. 5. 6. 
-. Nordid nor will faile inthe other command to fulfill all 


Irghteouſneſle, Iſa, 42. 1. 2. 8. 


IV. Inallthis his ſo keeping theſe commands, through 
all he met onearth , he retained the belicfe, and held faſt 
the confidence he had in his Fathers love , with aſſurance of 
being upheld , and in due ſeaſon toſce the travell of his foul, 
andto be glorified, with the glory he had with his Father 
before the world was , 1fa. 50. 5, 6, 7, and 53, $,*17. 
Ih. 17. 1. 2. 3. And now being glorified at his Fathers 
right hand , remaineth there Advocating for , and ſending 
forth Spirit to his people , waiting til! all his enemies be ma- 
de his footſtoole , when he will take his great powre, and 
T7 being the well-beloved of his Father , Pſal. 110. 
1 Joh. 2. 1. 2. Eph 4. 7. 12, Rev. 11. x7, Thus hath 
leſus Chriſt kept theſe his Fathers great commandments, 
and abode in his love , which might be of much ufeto 
[4 


* [hath undertaken , and performed theſe ſo great , need- 


full , and fit commandsto be done by him for us , and of 
the great love of God in the gift of his ſon , to fulfill ſuch 
commandments for us , and ſo loving , and accepting him 
in the keeping ofthem , Gal. 2. 20. 1 Toh. 4. 9, 10, and 
Þ 16. Rom. 8. 32, and 5, 6, 11. 2 Cor 3. 18, and 


. CE, 

p And of the full , and perfect ſaluation, that is to be found 
m Jeſus Chriſt , that great ſaluation hee hath wrought 
in his owne body for men , and that healthfull ,- and 
eternall ſaluation , which by his Spirit applying the for- 
mer , hee worketh in thoſe that believe on im , and 
love him , 1 Joh. 4. 14. 2 Pet. 2. 24: Heb. x5. $, 9, and 


c. 
| [. To informe us ofthe great love of Chriſt tous, that 


h T 25. ; 
II, Tocexor us, to looketo him, andto that hee hath 
one, 
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done, and that which apertaines to him to doe ; to beli 
both, andto accept, and receive the one, andtodepenkh 
one, audſubmitto him for andin the other, Tfa. 42. 1.1 

and 45. 22, 23. and ys. 1. 6. Rom, 4. 24, 25. andy 

x, 6, 11. and 6, tathe end. And foe to love him, and uf x 
love to receive, and highly prize this his direction,and prof, 
miſe tofollow, and waſke inthe one , and to depend onefT, 
and wayte for the other. 


$ 


 Andſo weecome to the third thine 
in this point, which is that hee! 
alſo affirmed by our Saviour" 

(that) <As he hath kept his Father 
commands , and abode in his lows by 
ſo if wee heepe his commandements 
wee (hal abide in his love, tn which *: 


» Ph £0 

arc contained two things clear: and 
22, 

ly ſet forth, V:7- dog 
the 


F Irſt : A ſweet, and healthfull diretion, how to continue ma 
A inhislove; hamely, I. In keeping his commandments |; 
I I; In keeping them , as hee' kept his Fathers commande} ,. 
ments, lay 


Secondly, A comfortable promiſe,that ſo keeping his conq ,,, 
mands, they ſhall abide in his love. did 
Firſt the healthfull direction , hath three” things 'in itt 1,1, 
be opened and underſtood for our better uſe-fulnefle. ou 
I.. The commands of Jeſus Chriſt to behevers heere.ment} ,, 
what they are, 11 
I I. The keeping of them, of which hee heere ſpcaketly þ,, 
What that is. it. 
I TI. The manner of keeping, as he kept his Fathers com wy; 
mands what that ie. to 


I. Forthe firſt oftheſe ; to know rightly , what the com 
math 
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beli zdements of Jeſus Chiiſt to believecs heere-ment ate , &- 
depen sthings ray be conſidered, 

L i , 


and ( Cenfidey 1. 


=_ i That there bee commandements of diverts ſorts, mencia. 
* Proteedin the Scripture, as to inſtance the chiefe of them, 
C 0tI There arc : 

I. Such commands as by the grace of creation by Chriſt, 
and by the graceigt redemption, wrought in, and by Chriſt, 
in his own body , and the common fruſktes thereot; all men 
we bound with all their powers, and in, and by that 
1Ce! frength that at 2ny time hath beene given into their natu- 

all powres by God, toperformto the utmoſt, in pertor- 
ur gaance of which , it noe tayling bee found, they ſhall have 

lite, bur the leaſt fayling therein , 3t but once , in any part 
her; of any one cemmand , doth alwayes leave a manin , and 
| of himſelf under finne and death , the wages thereof , and 
V6 || by theſe commandements, are all men found under the guilt 
nts of ſinne , and under the powre of curſe, and death, even al 
"I thoſe that fight againſt, and run croſle to theſe commands, & 
1c a) thoſe alſo, who doe their utmoſt to make themſelves righ- 
teous in, and by the Keeping of them, Rom, 2. 12. 14- 
>aly and 3. 10, 20. and 6. 23. and 10. F. Gall. 3. 10. 1%. g. 
J 22, 30, 33- Andthe treſpaſles which theſe commandments 
doe charge mankind withall, and which through the tall 
they were necefſitatedto commit , andleft without devine 
powre to help themſelves were all laid on Jeſus Chriſt, who 
mas maniteſted totake them away , and to make propitia. 
tion forthe fins ofthe world, 1/a. 53. 2, 6. 2 (or. 5. 19. 
21.. 1 Joh. 3, 4, 5. and 2. 2. Joh. r. 29. And under this 
law of commandments was Jeſus Chriſt made for thoſe that 
were underit, Gail 4. 4. Andhee himſelfe, and hee only 
did altogether , and alwayesfultille it, ſo as it could charge 
him with no finne of his own commiſſion , but only with 
our fins againſtit , inthat hee was made under that law for 
iy us, fo as al his whole ſuffering, and ſacrifice was for us, 
1 Pc. 2. 22, 24, and 3 18. 2 Cor. 5.215 Andtothislaw 
eb} hath he perfectly ſatisfied, in reſpect of himſeltc in fultling 
it, anduireſpect of us, in fiffering for all it can charge us 
0M with , that {o through his deathfor us, we might be dead 
to it , 2 Cor. 5. 14. Rom. 6. 10 11. ard 7. 4. Andby 
tis death, and reſurrection ſpiritually cyidenced , and a- 
plicd 
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tinue 
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plicdto us, bee in bolieving freed from the bondage of it 
Gall 4. 4, 5. and3. 25. 26. & F- 1. So that ſuch con 
mands in reſpect of ſuch a bondis not heere ment. 

I T. Such commands, as are beyond all the reach , an 
owre that is, orever was in any creatures : and theſe are 
o make ſatisfaction for ſins entred, and totake them ou 

of the waye; andto abolliſh death, and to procure favou, 
and life againe with God for mankind : And allſo, by Spi 
rit, to make knowne this ſaluation wrought , and to cons 
municate the ſame to ſuch as embracing this knowledge, 
doe therethrough believe, and ſo to enlive, and ſanctife 
them therewith, andtherein, working ſalvation in them, 
and communicating eterna!l life to them, which command 
ments are before thewne what my are ; and how they be. 


long only to Jeſus Chriſt our Lord the mediator betweene 


God, and men, who is foundfaithfull, and perfect in per. 
formance thereof ; and by fullfillng the one , hath wrought 
ſvation with God for men, and in fullfilling the other of 
fereth ſalvationto men, and communicateth eternall Sal- 
vation to thoſe that believe in im, as is before declared, 
nor is there any creature in, and by whom the fulfilling 
theſe commands can be found, that beeing peculiarto Ieſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Iob. 28. 1, 23. Pſal. 40. 6, 10. andgs. 
7. 8. Iſa. 49. 6, 9. and Fo. 2, 9. Heb. 10. 1, 10. S0 
that theſe commands are not heere ment. ; 

I TI. Such commandements as are given by Jeſus Chriſt, 
the fulfiller of theſe former commandements unto thoſe, who 
by his Spirit throughthe Goſpell are drawne to believe on 
tum, into whoſe hart by the ſame Spirit , he putteth thoſe 
commandments, Heb. 8. 2, 6, 10. Ir. 31. 33. Which 
commandements are not ſuch, or ſo given, as to bind us 
to worke our righteouſneſſe, in and by our owne obſervan- 
ces, and performances by our owne ſtrength, or ſuch as we 
had opce in Adam, or by his devine providence haye in our 
naturallpowres , as the tormerlaw did , under which by 
nature we were, and under which he was made for us ;ſuc 
commandements ſo given, are to us-ward beeing fallen, 
heavy, and burthenſome , neither can wee have life in our 
obſervance of that law , but his commandments bee not 
grievous , but caſie, ſweete, and affording-light and life 
in the obſervance. Rom. 8. 2. 3. 4. Phill. 3. 3, 9. Gall 
2. 21. and 3. x5, 10, 2x. and 4. and 5. a8. oh, Y 
£6.17 
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016. 17. Rom. 3. 27, Matt. 11. 27. 28. 1 Toh. x5. 74- 
if Galk 6. 8. 

Nor are theſe commandements of Jeſus Chriſt to his dif- 
& ciples, ſuch, orſo given, as thoſe which have alreaqy beene 
ſhewne to be put upon Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and peculiar to 
pl 50. to the end, 1 Cor. 1. 12. 2. 


n 
A him , Pſal. 40. 6 o 


Gor. 3. 3, 17, 18. Butthey are ſuch commandements, and 
1 ſo given, as that they come from Jeſus Chriſt our ſaviour , 
inthe declaration of the ſaluation, moouget in, and{by his 
owne perſon with God for men , in fulfilling the firſt com- 
mandement he received of his Father , and the ſaluation, 
which by Spirit applying the former, he cworketh in men 
toGod, in falfilling the other commandement he received 
of the Father when > helpeth any to believe, in which be. 
lieving , he putteth theſe commandements into their hart, 
| eh. 6. 38, 40, and 17,6, 8. 2 Cor. 3. 3. 17, 18. ty. 

jt 33. Heb. $8. 6. 10. Which commandements are to be- 
'} lieve on him, and to love one another, which by this firſt 
.þ conſideration appeares to bee the commandements of Chriſt 
to his diſciples , and thoſe heere-ment , x Per. 1. 2. 8. 18. 
ty, 20, 21, 22, 


Cmmfider. II. 


Thatthe commandements of Chriſt to his diſciples , are 
fuch, commands as are, I. Contained, and expreſſedin the 
Goſpell, I 1. Put withthe Goſpell by the Spirit of Chriſt 
into the hart of believers. I 11. And do naturally , and 
aptly ſpring up in the beliefe of the Goſpel. 

l The commands of Chriſt to his diſciples are contained, 
andexpreſt in the Goſpell , the Goſpell tully declaring the 
mind of Chriſt not only in declyration of that good he hath 
wrought for us and that which hee is able , and ready to 
worke inus , andto confer on us , but that alſo which hee 
requireth of us, that wee may receive him, and be followers 
of him , Mar. 1. 14. 15. A&. 13. 38, 49, and 20, 27, 
35, and 26, 18. 2 Cor. 5. 19. 20, Whence the Goſpel al. 
ſo is cal'ed the commandement , 2 Ioh. 4. 5. 1 Toh. 2. 7. 
2 Per. 2. 21. Rows. 16. 26. Andthe law of Chriſt the law 
of faith , the law of righteouſneſle , the law of the Spirit of 
life, and the law of libertie , Gall. 6. 2. Rom. 3. 257, and 
% 31, 32, and $. 2. Iam. 1. 12. Andthe fo receiving the 

Goſpel, 


(%) 


love , is called obedience, .of the doctrine of faith, of Chrift, 
Rom. 6. 17, and 16, 19, 26. Hib. 2. 5. 9. And all na& 
ſo receiving the Goſpell where it comes, are {:id not to obey 
the Goſpell the word, the truth , 2 Thef. 1. 8. 1 Per. 4 
17, = 1. Gal. 3-H. The Golpell of Cheiſt 5s a fi " 
and perfect dactxine , and Rands need of no vther law for 
precepts todirect , and leade ſuch as come into Chriſt ha, 
ving in it ſelf, not only genera]l,but particul.ir p:ecepts,cven 
for eyery branch of al that which the grace of God requireth 
of believers, as to give ſome inſtances precepts for repentan- 
ce , Mat. 3. 2. Mar. 1. 15. A. 17. 30. For lubnuſſion 
to Chriſt and receiving his reproofe , and forſaking all wee 
have for his ſake, Iam. 4- 6. 7. Pro. 1. 23. Mat. 16. 24, 
25, 26C. For believing whatever his Goſpell reporteth , Io, 
12. 36. Mar. 1. 15, For approbation of , and reſting an 
him, Pro. 8. Iſa. 30. 7. 15. For hearing , and attens 
ding to the ſayings of Chriſt, Pro, 8. 10. Mat. 17. 5. For 

loo ing to Jeſus hell for beginning: 2 — us al BY 
that belongs to life, and godlinefſe, Iſa. 45. 22. Heb. 12 2, Þ 
For loving the Lord, Pſal.- 31. 23. Andtherein, and fo for 
child like affeftiones to God , Mal. 1. 6. For brotherly 
affectionesto believers , x Pet. 4. 8. For compaſſion and 
meekneſſe to ſuch ay are 1guorant, and out of the way, Mat. 
S- 44 Aslikewiſe, for being feare-lefle , and trong in the 
Way , ifs. 8, 12. 13. and 41- 14+. 2 Cor. 16. 13. For 
being Patient, Toms, 5. 7. Forbeing ſhinceere, Tie. 2. 7. For 
being tervent in Spiru ſerving the Lord, Rom. 12. 11. And 
ſoalwaycs, andin all, tohave God, and Jefus Chriſt only 


Goſpell , as there-through to believe on Jeſus Chriſt , and IIſ® 
love our brother, and yee!dto and'walk in thatfairh , and frm 


for our God, and Lord, r Cer. $. 6. 1 Toh. 5. 20. 21x. To It 


worſhip him jn Spirit , and truth, 1oh. 4. 24 Toſccketof 
lorify bis name in all things, x Cor. 10. 31. To delight 

Gina Ghbech with him, Iſa. 58. 13. 14. Ecb, 4. 10. 1, 
And with his , Heb. 10. 25. To yecld ourneighbour thaf* 
prehemigence and reſpect God hath given him, in our love, F 
care, and ſervice, and ſoto honour our parents , and not to® 
buct (but preſerve) the life choſtity , wealth , and goodF* 
name of any one, in defire word , and deed , 1 Tim. 1. 6.F 


Eph. 5. 20, 30, and 6, Col. 3. 5. 10. 1. Theff, 5. 1604 


And many ſuch like precepts , and more over precepts , for 
ts delight ones ſelf in God , andrejoyce in Chnſt hong Ic 
P 
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and VPſ# 37. 4. Phill. 4. 4. Topray, and give thanks inthe 
and ne fetrin lefus, Fab. 16. £ 26, 1 The 5. 17. 19, To 
rift, Jlove one another, eyen as Chriſt Ieſus hath loved us, and to 
not walk in that love , Eph. x. x. 2. 1 Joh. 4. 11. And fo to 
bey Jbfare cach others' infirmities , and buxthens ſeeking each 
. 4. {others yood, andpreferring them in love before ourſelves, 
Fil Rim. 15. 1. 3. Gall. 6. 2. Phil. 2. 4 5. Row. 12. 10. 
for FT hold forth the word of life by an Holy confeſſion , and 
la. Junblameable converſation before all men, At. 10. 28. Phil. 
ven [> 16. Toedefy one another in our Holy faith andto preſer- 
-cth [ein , and ſtr up each other to love, and good works, 1 Theſ. 
tan. BY 11. 14. Ind. 20; 21. Heb. 10. 24. Fo yeeld up all our 
ſion [members to God , to fulfill all theſe ſayings, and motiones 
wee $f his Spirit, Rem. 12. 1. 2. Phill. 2. 1. 2. 6. Gall. 5, 24 
24, [' Thef.- 5. 19. To beare the reproach of Chriſt with patien- 
, ht, «ndfaithfulneſſe tothe death, Heb, 13. 13, Rev. 2. 10. 
> On And to waite for the comming of Chriſt , &c. 2 Pet. 3. 12. 
ten- {All theſe , and ſuch like precepts, leading usto yeeld up our 
For [ſelves , as ſervants to Chriſt and in, andtor him to his peo- 
s all Ipie, doing all things to Chriſt that are contained, andex- 
: 2 Ipreſſedinr e Goſpell, Coll. 3. 17. 23. Andyet alſo ſo ex- 
for preſſed, as in the Goſpell appeares. 
erly |, )- That theſe particular precepts , are not in reſpect of 
and fIthe obligation, ſuch, orſo given, as the law of works en- 
Mat, Yoyneth, that is , to fulfill them by our wiſtdome , and in our 
the fowne ftrength , Rom. 8, 3. and 10. y. Or to make our 
For [ves righteous before God , in and by the keeping of them, 
For J&al. 2, 21. Row. 10. 3. Or toget Chriſt and his righte- 
{ ſouſneſle , or life , or the enheritance by our keeping of 

»nly Phem , Rom. 9. 16. 31. 32. Gall. 3. 13'2t. Rom, 11. 6, 
To (nd 4. 1. 2. But inthe declaration of the ſaluationſo wrought 
eto By Chriſt, and the righteouſheſſe, and-life to be found in 
htig $211, to ſhew what is ſuitable walkineg therein, and ther- 
14, (v0, and what his mind is concerning ſuch as believe, for 
tha (Yorking in them, and leading of tnem, that fo believin 
ove, P=mourrighteouſnefle 5 wee might looke to ins. dad depend 
2t to him to work allthis in us, and forus, dlcaling us in his 
ood Frength to performe them all, Tir. 2. 11. 14: 1 Theſ. 4. 1. 
1. CP- 3- 1 Job. 3. 16. and 4; 0, 1, 11, 12. 1 Theſ. x5. 23. 
| bg. Iſa. 26. 12, Pſal. 138. 8. 
, for} 11. Thetthe way to performe theſe particular precepts is 
eſug,Þ* by a firſt ſerting our eyes on them , and ſo ftriving to doe 
P[d. | F them 
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them, becauſe we oughtto dothem, andthat wee may ef 
do that wee ought todo, 1 Sam. 2. 9. Iſh. 24. 19. Dex Ch 
$- 29. Zach, 4. 6. 7. Pre. 3. 6. 7. But firſtto looke uf, . 
that which Jeſus Chriſt hath done , and ſufferedfor us , aulf the 
that be hath promiſed to us, that there.through, believing tha 
in him wee may love him, and one another, and ſo walk ene 
in that faith , andlove, wherein all contained in thoſe pal is n 
ticular precepts, will be effectedin us , his Spirit lead; 
us to the ſame , 1 Cor. 15. 3, 2, 3, 4. Job. 7+ 38. 33 con 
2 Gr. 3. 17. 18. Rom. $. 2. 14. Gall. 5. 16. 18. Sothaſ a, : 
faith , and love appeare by thisto bethe commandement] the 
heere-ment, being ſo contained, and expreſſed inthe Gof red 
ſpell yea as the ſumme of allthe patterne of whole ſon ; 7 
words therein , 2 Tim. r. 13. Yet is notthis expreſſionef pro 
nough, unleſfe wee take in thenext, namely that the conf 2 T 
mandements of Chriſt to his diſciples as they are contained on | 
and expreſſed inthe Goſpell. Soe. PA by ( 
IT. They are put withthe Goſpell by the Spirit into thy 1. : 
harts of believers , fer. 31. 33. Heb. 8. 10. Firſt it is tokef Spit 
noted , that when God calleth men to Chriſt by the GoſpelJ mea 
and doth by his Spirit enlighten their harts, in the know ſaid. 
ledge of his infinit grace in Chriſt ſo'as hee in glorify} R 
Chriſt,and the word of his grace tothemcauſeth them toad thg, 
mire , andglorifie Chriſt , and the word of grace , andi neg! 
draweth them v0 Chriſt , that they run to him , and he ye, 
meeteth, and receiveth them, then doth uu Chriſt wa po 
only manifeſt by Spirit with ſupper naturalllight, and Sp 6 
rituall evidence, and demonſtration his love , and his Father 4, 
love, and gracious mind, andſo the truthand goodneſſeq- « 
his Goſpell, or word of grace, but alſo by a Spiritualliy ,;, 
ſpiration enfuſion, anddevine powre doth enter his gract oe 
andgracious wordinto their hart, ſo as he cauſeth themig ,, 
underſtand , believe , and love it , and (o to receive tF , 
that it takes place, and ſeates it ſelf in their hart, AZ. 2. jd, Bi 
Iſa. 35. 5. 6. Fob. 6. 37. 45. Mat. 16. 16, 17. repc 
10. 32. AG, 13. 48. Fob. 1. 11, 12, 13, and 17, 2,6 un 
1 Cor.2. 4+ Jy 14, iy, 16. 2 Cov. 3. 3, 28, and 4, 6. P ; 2 
z6. 9, and 119, 139. Whence this word is called alſo, Ir 
ngrafted word able to ſave, Iam. 1. 21. Andſaidtobee pi him 
in them, 2 Cor. 5. 19. And received ofthem, 1 Thef. 2, uy quie 
Andtobecinthem, Joh. 15, Now when Jeſus Chriſt day 4- 3 
thus put his word into a believing hart , he doth alſott H 
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efſet , and give a new hart and in that new hart doth Jeſus 
Chriſt put, or write his commandements, 2 Cor. 3. 3. Heb. 
8. 6. 10. Cauſing , and enabling them ih , and through 
their beliefe, and receite of the word of grace, and ſo of 
wel that which Chriſt hath done for them , when they were his 
enemics, and hath in the heavenly call done inthem , and 
is now able, and ready to dofor them , being called to be- 
beve, and depend on him for ſaving them by his life , and 
communicating eternall life tothem, Rows, F. 1. 10. 1 Ioh. 
24+ 25. 1 Pet. 1, 21. Andfoto worke inthem, and for 
that which in the precepts ofthe Goſpell is requi- 
them , ſa. 26. 12. Pſal. 138. 8, 1 Cor. 1. 8. 9. 

f. 5. 24. Andto conferre on them all that which int 
promiſes of the Goſpell is ſet before them, Rom. 4- 20, 24- 
2 Tim. 1. 12. Andchis faith, or believing, and dependance 
on him , for all this is the firſt and great command t, put 
by Chriſt intothe hart of the believer , Phill. r. 29. 1 Per. 
1, 21. Andinthis beliefe in leſus is contained, and by his 
Spirit given, and effected, andinthe believing hart in ſome 
go experimented , the ſpringing up of all before- 

12, 


Repentance , in c_ of the mind , eſtimate , and 


thoughts of God an himſelfe , of finne, and of righteouſ. 
neſſe, with griefe for his miſconceiptiones, and miſcarria- 
; pb and a turning the hart to Chriſt, andto God in Chriſt, 
q deeing 37S in prongs. in Chriſt, Lak, 24. 47. 
M AF. 5. With 10. -43. and 26, 18, 20. Mar. 21, 
1 Submiſfion to Chriſt in receiving his reproofe , and let- 
ting all goe that hee reproveth, and diſcovereth vile , and 
'J Yame, andyrilding to him forlife , and guidance , Rom. 
1 20. 3, 20. Phill. 3. 3, 7, 8. Eph. 5. 24. 2 Cor. 16. 4 5- 
Believing Jeſus to bee the Chriſt, and the truth of Gods 
report concerning Chriſt, and his love in giving him , andbws 
p—_—_ him, andall believing in him, Joh. 4. 10, 12. and 
; 24- and 20. 31. 
| Inward aprobation of Jeſus Chriſt, and that diſcovered in 
m, anddone,” andto bee done by him, with reſt , and 
$ quietneſſe of hart therein, as in that which is enough. Phill, 


do} 3- 3- 8. and Pſal. 16.6. 7. 


Harkening to Chriſt in attending to his ſayings , and wai 
F 2 nihg- 
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ting for, and yeilding to his teachings. Pſal. $5, 8. and 
119. 33. ; 

L ooking to him tor the beginving, and finiſhing of all 
that belongs to life , and Godlinefle , Iſa. 8. 16. 19, 
Mich; 7. 7. 

Inward, and harty love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and to 
God inhim, Iſa. 6. 4- With r Cor. 2. 9. 1 Per. 1, $. 

Which love (ſpringing trom the love of God , ſhead abroad 
in the hart, doth enchne the hart with childlike affectiones 
to God, 1 Toh. 4. 14+ tir. 3. 19. Pal, 116. rt. And with 
unfeined delight in , and love of brethren. x Per. 1, 244 

 Audloye of compaſſion, and mercy to' men, 2 (or. F. 14. 
Amdfioe hath Chriſt put in the hart of the believer, the low 
at oug brother, 1 1h. 4. 21. Whichis his ſecond command 
ment , ahdlike the ficſt, in that as the firſt receiveth ; foe 
this worketh forth all rghteouſneſle ; So as 

I. This faith , and love doth quallify the hart, faith, 
working by love , Gal. 5. 6+ Andſo make the hart of the 
believer fit for all inclinationes labours, and ſervices of love, 
19 thatit makes it, ſtrong to endure andgothrough fall the 
ſufferings otit, Cant. 8. 6. 7. Patientto endure that which 
is tote undergone, and for gone for it, 1 (or. 13. 4. 8. 

Sinceere, in ſecking none of a mans owne __ but only 

-the beloved, and ſo preſerves from ſtumbling , Phil. r. g. 
20. 11, Fervent to accompliſh that wherein it may teſti 
love tothe beloved , Pal, 116.,'12. Conſtant im all thang 
thatloveleadeth too, octhrough, 32 :1ch. 2. 10, Yea, and 
likewiſe, II. This love, through, or by whieh faith work 
eth, doth move, andſpring up freely in the hart, inchn+ 
tiones, and motionesto as much, as the law of works , & 
it were inits force cou'd tempell, or cnzoyne too, as, to 
have God for our God fotever, Zach. 13. 9. To worlhy 

 himan Spirit, andrtruth, Pſal, gg. 6. To glorify his great 
name, Phill. 1. 20. To delight in keepin Gbboth with im, 
and his, Pſal.2”7. 1. 4. To give our neighbour that prehems 
nence God hath given him, in our ſervice, and care , and 
ſo to ſecke to preſerve his life , dignity cbaſtity , eſtate , and 
name, andtoflythe luſt of having any thing from himtha 


1s his, Rom. 12. 10, and 13, $, 10. Yea farther, 


9, 


TII. This love lowing inthis faith, doth move , 
leadeto things higher , znd more excellent then the 1: 
could have led too as namely, 


Tt 
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To long after, and delight , and have all our well-plea- 
ſedneſſe in Ieſus Chriſt ia whom God hath his , and fo to be 
beholding his glory , and drinking in of the fulnefle that is 
in him, Pſal. 93. 25, 26, and 84, 1, 2, and 27, 1, 4. Came, 
1, 2, 3, and 2, 3, 5. To love our bcetheren as Chriſt 
hath loved us , x Joh. 3. 16. and 5. 1. And inthis faith, 
ani love , to glorify Chriſt and the word of his grace, 
Phill. 1. 17, 20, 21, 37- To cdify our brethren in faith, 
andlove, r Cor. $.r. and 13, tothe end. To hold forth the 
word of life , Eph. 6. 19. Andallin faithfulneſſe withour 
loving ourlives unto death, Rev. 12. 11,” 17. Yea, andto 
ſay farther. 

I TIT. Thislove ( by whichfaith worketh ) ſtirreth,and 
worketh effectually in theſe motions for fulfilling the ſame, 
in yeelding up ones ſelf to the Lord as his, and al the mem- 
bers as his ſervants, to walk in, and accorling to this love, 
Pſal. 119. 125, and 106, 9, 10, 19. Andthus alſo inlove 
of, longing, and waiti forthe appearing, and comming 
of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt,1 Tin.q. 8. Rev. 22, 17- 20. 

And thus in ſcripture it appeares that all particular pre- 
cepts are found, and performed in believing in Chriſt, and 
loving one another,and ſo how Chriſt hath put with the Go. 
ſpell his commands in the hart of believers , and though the 

egree, or meaſure heerof be different, and inſome very 
ſmall, yetin ſome degree, or other may every believer 
that karh attained to walk in faith , 'aad love ſeale thistruth 
by experience,Joh. 7. 37, 38, 39, and 3. 33. Row. 8. r, 
2. 1 Fn 2. 8. And yet that there be no muſtake the next 
expreſſion is to be added. 

I 1, Thatthe commandements of Chriſt to his diſciples 
are ſuch, as do naturally and aptly ſpring up inthe beliete of 
the Goſpell, Ih. 6. 28, 29, 4 47, and 5, 37, 38. Eph. 
t. 19. 1 Thef. 2, 13. The Goſpell declares Ieſus Chriſt to 
be the ſon of God, and ſaviour of the world, the head, hus- 
band, high-prieſt, Prophet and King of his church, A@, 2. 
37. and 8, 37, and 9, 22. Ts, 2, Eph. x5. 25. Heb. 
5. and 7, Rem. 1. 3. 4. Andthat + hath comeinthe fleſh 
and died for our fins, and roſe for our juſtification, and ſo 
wrought reconciliation , and ſaluation for mankind with 
God, Rom. 4- 25. 1 Cor. 15. 3. 4. 2 (or. 5. 19 1. Tins. 
2. 4. 6. And that heis exalted at Gods right hand, and 
filled with grace, powre, antberky , and Spirit, wa 
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ſalvation to men , A. x. 31, 32. 2 Gr. 5. 20. And tg 
work it in ſuch as believe, Io. 1. 12. 16. And to condemne 
ſuch :s refuſe , and rebell againſt him, Row. 14. 9. 11. And 
m this declarationthe Goſpel! alſo declarcth the imence love 
of God to mankind jn the gift of his fon, to be the ſaviour 
of the world, that whofocver believeth in him might not 
periſh , but have everlaſting life , 1 Joh. 4. 14. Gb. 3, 16. 
17. The well-pleaſedneſſe God hath eaken in, and with his 
ſon, and that he hath done is, and doth, Mat. 3. 17, and 
17. 5. Thepropitiation hee is forthe ſins of the world, and 
the advocation he maketh for believers , Toh. 1, 29. 1 16, 
2. 1, 2. Heb. 9. 24. The peculiar love of Gqd to Chriſt, 
and to all thoſe that believe in Chriſt, Toh, 5. 20. Pſal. 33. 
13. 19. And what Chriſt is to, and forthem, and what 
he will work in them, and beſtow on them, 1 Cor. 1. 30, 
16h. 1. 12, 16, and 6, 27. And all this is in the Goſpell, 
and by the miniſters thereof, and by the Spirit ſet forth as 
the foundation, andground of the heavenly call , enviting 
to Chriſt, Iſa. y5. 1. 6. And whoſoever is by the Holy Spi- 
rit eniightened to underſtand , and enabled to believe al this, 
with his hart, being convinced and drawne , thereby to 
Chriſt, Foh. 3. 37, 42, and 6, 44, 45- Pro. 1. 23. Iſa. 6. 
7. 2. 3. The Spirit doth fartherenter the hart ſheading a- 
broad this ſo great , and rich love of God therein, ſo as there 
doth from thus grace naturally , and aptly ſpring up , in the 
thus believing hart from this grace beloved. Abeliefe and 
dependance on Jeſus Chriſt for eternall life, and all that 
appertaines thereto, Rom. 5. 1, 5, 6, 10, 11. 1 Toh, 2. 24. 

25. Andalſo, anunfeynedlove of our brother,2 Cer, x. 1 
1 Tos. 4. 21. 1 Pet. 1. 22. Fromboth which commands writ 
in the hart aptly ſprings up all contained in the particular 
precepts of the Goſpel! , as is before ſhewne, Toh. 4. 13, and 
7, 38, 39. And walkingin this faith, andlove, in minding 
the precepts, and veiw of the —_— , the motiones, 
to go according to the mindofChriſt w1ll aptly ſpring up , fo 
as one may go one ſerving in newnefle of Spirit, and not in 
oldneſle of letter , Pro, 6. 20, 21, 22, 24. Joh. 3. 16, 17. 
*m, 12. 2, and 7, 6, 25, and 8, 1, 2. $0 that from this 
whole conſideration that the commands of Chriſt to his diſ- 
ciples, are ſuch commands as are contained, and expreſſed 
mthe Goſpe!l, and put with the Goſpell by Chriſt into the 
hart of the believer, and do naturally , and aptly ſpring up, 
in 
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inghe believe of the Goſpell , it appeares , that believing in 
leſme Chriſt and loving onr breather are the commands of Chriſt 
heere ment. 


Cmfider TIT, 


The commandments of Ghriſt to his diſciples, are ſuch 
28 are ſuitable tothe commendements himſclte hath perfor- 
medforthem , Pro. 3. 1. 13. Heb. 3. 8. 9. 1 Cor. 6. 20. 
Now hee in fulfilling the commandements hee received of 
the Father for us, having taken away our ſinnes, and dyed 
our death, andſoe purchaſed us, and wrought ſalvation for 
us ; and by his Goſpell, and Spirit ſent forth having made 
knowne thus ſalvation to us , and in aplying it evidenced 
himſelfe , to bee our righteouſnefſe, and life , and 
ready, and able cternallyto fave us. 2 Ti. 1. 10. 1 Toh. 
3. 5. Heb. 5. 9. c 

Suitable heerto it is ; that wee abhoring our ſinnes, and 
denying our ſelves , out wiſedome , righteouſneſle, ftrength, 
with all that is ours , and all fleſhly deſights , and confiden- 
ces , to accept ofhimfor all , and ſo to believe in, truſt 
too, and depend on him for all grace , rightcouſneſle, life, 
and ſafety , 1 Coy. 1. 30, 31- Phil. 1. J 4 ”, 8, 9. 19. 
1 Pet. 1. 13. 14. Gall, 1, 20. Andhee having ſoloved us, 
ſuitable it is , that wee ſhould ſolove one another, x I, 3, 
16, Eph. 5. 2, Sothatin this conſideration, it alſo apeares 
That believing in Ieſws Chriſt, and leving ewr Brother, ave the 
commandments of Chriſt heere ment. 


Cenfider I V. 


The commandements of Chriſt to his diſciples , are ſich 
commandements as he hath given ufto their harts, andcan- 
not, norare otherwiſe required to bee kept, then as they 
are in the hart ; whence believers confeſle , that they have 
received the command fromhim , 1 6h. 4. 21. Andheeis 
faid to writ e them in their harts. Heb. 8. 10. Andthecom- 
mandement is true in him , andin them, 1 16h. 2. 8. The 
law without was engraven in tables of ſtone, and writ in lea. 
ves; but the Epiſtle of Chriſt, is writ by his Spirit in the hore, 
2 Cov. 3. 3. 7- The law without leaves under finne* and 
death , but Chriſts law within affords life, 2 Gor. 3. 6. ». 
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$8, 9, 109. Whence Chriſt faith, heethat hath my command 
ments, and keepeth them ; hee it is that loveth mee , Ioh. 
14. 21. In which conſideration it apeareth that faith , and 
lov: , ( Whichall Chriſts diſciples ng Coll. 1, 4. andare 
to keepe and walke in , Heb. 3. 14.) Are the command- 
ments heere ment. 

And yet that this may bee moore evident, ſome prootcs 
hecrot may be conſidered. 


Proefe I. 


Theſe two commandements of faith, and love, as they 
are contained inthe Goſpell, and ſpring from the Goſpel be- 
heved, ſothey contayne the whole ſumme of the patterne, 
or forme of hcalthfull, and ſound words, which the Goſpel 
requireth ofus, 2 Tim. 1. 14. And of all that which the 
Goſpell believed, fpringeth up in the hart , x Tob. 5. 13. 
Joh, 20. 31. 1 Tob. 3. 1. 3. and 4, 19, 21. Whence the 
commandment is called, the word of the Goſpell it ſelfe be- 
lieved, 1 £k. 2, 7. Andthe Goſpell is called the command * 
ment , which in hart believed, that which is ſid before of 
Chciſt , his keeping his Fathers commandements , is b 
believers found true in him, and that which is aid inconl- 
deration the ſecond, of faith, andlovye ſpringing up inthe 
hart), the believers find true in them, becauſe the darkneſle 
is paſt, and the true light now ſhineth , x Toh, 2. 8. Andſo 
in reſpect of the Goſpell put in the hart, it is called, the old 
command , and that which was at firſt heard, and received 
from Chriſt , and which quickeneth , andin refpeR of its 
Spirituall entrance, receipte , and. abiding , and the faith, 
andlove ſpringing up therefrom, it is called the new com- 
mandement , Laine allwayes greene, and flouriſhing , fo 
that the believer may thereby bring out of the good treaſuric 
of his hart, things new, and old, Mar. 13. 52. Which ac- 
cording to all the conſiderationes , nova fanth, and love 
ts bee the commandements heere ment . 


Proefe, T1. 


Theſe two commandements. of faith , and love are the 

-ndements which God giveth unts , and putteth inthe 
df bis children, Zr. 31. 33. Phill. 2. 29 Eph. 2. 8. 10. 
"Ie They 
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They are the commandements of God the Father when he 
calleth , and uniteth men to his fon Jeſus Chriſt caufin 
chem to beliefe onthe name of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
love one another as his ſon hath given commandement, 1 Toh. 
3. 23, and 4, 21. And they are the commandements ex- 
preſly given by Ieſus Chriſt to all his diſciples , when he 
makes knowne his Fatherto them , to believe on him for 
eternall life, Job. 12.36, and 14, rt, And to oye one anot- 
her as hee hath loved us, Tok.,13, 34, and 15, 12, Andtheſe 
are a!ſo the very comniandements which the Holy Ghoſt 
putteth into the harts of believers , x Per. 1. 21. 22. 1 bh, 
3- 21. 24. Sothat theſe two commandements of faith, and leve, 
are Cvident to be the cimmandements heere ment 


Proofe, ITT. 


All labouring to attaine, avdfulfill in performance, a 
or all other particular preceipts of law , or Golpell , hich 
flowes not from , ju not ated through this beheving in 
the name of Icfus andlove ofthe brethren, whatſoever en- 
deavours, and ſervices they. bee , and how, aud to what 
end ſoever otherwiſe done, whether. 

To pleaſe God, and'get boldnefſe with him, or to get 
therethrough the righteouſheſſe of God, and io Chriſt and 
faith in him, and loveto brethren, or to aſfyre themſelves 
by ſuch attainments, and obſervances of a peculiar imereſt in 
Chriſt, even all whatſoever fo done to comfort themſelves 
therewith, all of it I ay , as the ſcripture ſhewes. 

I. It is buta ſerving of God according to the oldneſle of 
the letter and ſoleaves the doores thereot under ſin , and curſe 
and the feare of both , Rom. 7. 6, 25, and $, 2, +. Gal. 
3- 10. Tir. 1. 9. 10. ry. Iob. 3. x. 6. 

11. The doers thereof, do therein, and thereby deprive 
themſelves of, and hold themfelves ont fromenjoyment of 
Chriſt and unfeyned faith in him, and love of brethren, Rem, 
9, 32. and 10. 3. 4. 1. Sam.2, 9. Zach. 4. 6. Pſal. 107, 
11. 12, Ecclex. rs. 16. and 16. 1g. 

' III. They deceivethemſelves, and are deceived in all 
that , which by ſuch obſervances , and ataynments they 
tn Fr by , tobeein Chriſt , and to have pecu- 
iarintereſt in him, and unfeyned faith, and love ; fo mea- 
furing themſclyes by thembives , and truſlingto their own 
$ arts 
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harts for their teſtimony , which is folly , 2 Cor. 19, 7. 12 
18, and 11. 3. 4, 13. Luk, 18. 11, 12. Her. 17, x, 10, 
Pro. 28. 26. 

Whereas ; Thoſe that in the beliefe of the Goſpel are em 
tyed ofthemſelves, and all relyance on any righteouſneſle, 
wiſedome , or ſtrength of their owne , or that is humane, 
andthrough the beli of the grace reported in the Goſpell, 
brought to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , for beeing (a. 
ved by his life, and through that believing to love the Bre- 
thren ; ſhallin abiding in his faith, andlove, and walki 
therein, find the motiones to all thatis contained in parti- 
cularprecepts , in fit ſeaſons ſireing in them , Th. 7. 37, 
35. Hoſe 14. 8. Gall. 5. 22. 23. Rom. 8. 2, 14. 2 Cor. 
F 14. Asis before ſhewne in the ſecond conſideration, and 
__ theretoo , and walking therein. . 

_ I. They ſerve God acceptably , and in newneſle of Spi- 
mt , Row. 12; 1, 2, 3, and ». 6. 

IT. They are ceaſing fromtheie own works , and fo ac- 

cepting , andentring into his reſt , Heb. 4, 3, 11. 2 Pa. 


8, fi, It. 
TIT, They yeild forth, a juſtification, and teſtimony 
of thetrnth , andlivelyne > of heir faith in Chriſt, and love 
of brethren, Tam. 2, to the end. In which believers are not 
under the law, but under grace , and ſo walke afterthe 
Spirit , and keepe the ommandements of Chriſt in Fazth, 
and Ieve , which are the commandements heere ment. Gall. 5. 
CE, 16, 18, 23. 


Profe IV. 


Walking in this faith, andlove put in the hart, is before 
ſhewne 1n all the former conſiderationes , to leade to the 
right fulfilling of all righteous affeRiones , and ſervices re- 
quired bothin the law, and the Goſpell, ſo as whoſoever 
hath theſe commandements in his hart, and keepeth , and 
walketh inthem , both receiveth all good from God , and 
yeeldeth forth all exceptable ſervice to him andto brethren, 
Toh. 14. 21. 23. Rem. 5.1.5, and 12, 1, 3, and 13, 
$, 9, 10. So as this alſs evidenceth theſe to be the comman- 
dements heeve ment. 


Proofe. V. . 
Thoſe that through beliefe of the grace reported in the 
Goſpell 
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Goſpdl! do believe in the name of Chriſt, andin that beliefe 
love their brethren and ſo walke in this faith, and love, 
have their faith imputed to them for righteouſneſſe , and 
their love accepted , as that which ſhall be viſited with more 
loves, and through both experiments of grice mer with, 
Rom. 4. 22, 25, and 5, 1, 5, and 8, 1, 2, 2 Cer. 3, 3. 
18, oh, 14. 21. 23. Andby theteſtimonie of God , and 
Chriſt himſelf , they do righreouſneſſe , and fulfill the law , 
and al rightcouſnelle, x 1oh., 2. 29, and 3, 7, 9. Rem. 13. 


s, 9, 10. 

L They fullfill the end ofthe law , in accepting Chriſt 
forrighteouſneſle, and loving their brother, Rom. 10. 3, 4. 
Mat. 22. 39, 40. 

II, They obeythe Goſpell, and word, and doQrine of 
God, and leſus Chriſt our Load, Rom. 6. 17. 18. 2 Thef. 


s. 8. 10. 

I I T. They honour obey, and follow God, Eph. gy. 1. 2. 
Even the Father and the ſon , Joh. 5. 23, 37, 46, and 14, 
23, and 16, 27. And the Holy Ghoſt that commeth from 
the Father , and the ſon, and witneſleth of Chriſt and teach- 
eth, Joh. 14. 26, and ry, 26. 116, 5. 6, 12. Rom. 8. 14. 

I'V. They have eternall life, : Joh, 5. 11, 12. Gall 6.8. 
Andſo keepe the commandements that they find them noe 
| —— ut delightfull, 2 Job. 2. 3, 10. Sothat it every 

ay appeareth, that ſaith , and love pmt in the hart are the 
commands ment. 

IT. Forthe ſecond thing in this point , what it is to keepe 
his commandements , it may be anſwered briefly in two 
words namelie firſt to keepe , or retaine themin the very 
hart,in the mind , will, and affectiones , Pre. 3. 1, and 
4. 21. And 

Secondly , to obſerve therh in the life, in giving up all 
the members as ſervants to walke according thereunto , Yr. 
4. 25, 26, 27. Ram. 12. 1, 2. 1 Cer. 6. 20. But to give 
amore full, and ample anſwer , it might be ſaid the keeping 
his commandements. is. 

I. To retaine, and hold faſt , the Gofſpell, or word of 
grace, that hee hath enlightened our harts with, and ſo put 
m our harts that he hath begotten faith, and love in our harts 
thereby let this word dwelt in our harts , inthe beliefe, and 
apprehention of the goodneſſe of the report, and of all the 


reproofes , requirings , and promiſes of it , let it be kept in 
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the love deſire, eſtimate, -Wwherein it was firſt received, 
aud therethrough Chriſt init,exaltit, andtye it about thy 
hart , and bow the neck too it, andthis will watchfor us, 
teach, lead, and counſell , andbe alight tous, Rev. 3. 3. 
Coll.3. 16. Pre. 4.8, y, ands, 20, 21, 22, 23. Foh. 15, 5.7. 

11. Tohold faſt, and nourith in our harts, that confi. 
dence in Chriſtfor life , ſanctification , preſervation , and 
guidance, and protextion, through all {ufterings , and fer. 
vices of love to the enheritance , Gall. 5; 5, 6. Heb. 3. 6, 
14, and 10, 35- Andthatlove member like to brethren,and 
compaſiionate tothe ſons of men', which in putting in his 

racious word: hee by his Spirit diſcovering hus grace begot 
1n our hart, Heb. 13; 1 Ioh. 3; 18, and 4, 10, 12. 

III To ſuffer the word of grace, andthe faith , and 
Jove begot thereby to have its perfect worke in us, to putt 
no ſtoppage by carnall reaſonnings too it ; but yeld up all 
vur members theretoo , and toaltthe motiones of the $pi. 
rit that ſpring there-from , and there-through , and accor- 
ding theretoo , Rom. 12. 1, 2, 3. Phill. 2. 1, 2. Jam. 
1, 4 Tothedenying of all fleſhly aftectiones , and luſts, 
and the obeying all the fruites of the Spirit , Gall. 5, 16, 
27, 18, 22, 25. 1 Theſs. 5. 19. 

I'V. Todoe all wee have to doe in all the ſufferings , and 
ſervices of love in the remembrance of , and according to 
the word of grace , andin, and with the exerciſe of the 
faith , and love begot thereby, Pſal 1, 2. Heb. 11, and 
12. 1,2. 1 1h.4. tothe end. And ſo as is before amplyfed 
an opening what it is to continue in his love , that , and this 

in one. 

.V.. Seeing it was peculiar to Chriſt, that in all bis walk- 
ing in this world, hee never ſinned, yea if wee conſider his 
humane nature; he had no'ſin ifwe confider his life, he did 
no ſin, if wee looke onthe law afnature or works. , under 
which wee were borne , and under which hee became 
for us, hee kept , and fulfilled it all to the ful, if wee look 
on thoſe commands , and that worke the Father gave 
him to doe in reſpect of us, he fully finiſhed it, yea one may 
ay, if wee looke onthe — of faith, andlove hee 
lett for uxto walke in , hee alſo hath giver us example , and 
_ before us, and walked without failing in both and if be- 
ides his nature pecſonall converſation, and example , and 
beſides his propitiation , wee looke on his minuſ —_ - - 
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Goſpell , 2nd care forthe continuance thereofafter his de. 


parture , lo he was perfectly faithful , andſo without ſin, 


and this the ſcripture ſets forth as his peculiar, hee knew no 
fin, he didno fin, &c. Toh. 8; 46. Heb. 7; 26. Ioh. 17. 4. 
Iſa. 50; and 53. Heb. 2; 13. lob, 13; 1. Mat. 4; and 
10, Joh. 17; 2 Cor. 5. 21. 1 Per. 2; 22, 3, 18, And that 
every one of us, yea the beſt of all his ſervants, while heere 
on earth offend in many things, Jam. 3- 2. Having fin till 
in nature, Job, 14; 4, and 15, 14. Andalfoin his life, Rom. 
7;15. Gall 5;197. Againſtthe law of works, Rem. 3. 19, 20. 
Yea, andthe Goſpell , and ſoeven againſt the law of grace. 
In ftrifts about the worke peculiar to Chriſt , ſeeking 1h en- 
davours to make peace , and give ſatisfaction by performan- 
ces, orto doe in ones owne ſtrength, to make up duty , and 
conſcience good , Rem. 9; 32, and 10, 3; nd 7; 15; 24; 
25- and 8; », 8; Gall. 2, and 3. 

Orelſe in ſhort-comming of that which through grace gi- 
ven wee might in the faith, andlove mencioned, or walkine 
therein, tothe denyall ofthe fleſh, and yeelding up tothe 
Spirit in all things, Rom. 7; 15, 25. Gall. 5; 17. Yean may 
bee in failing in particular ſervice, or miniſtration, yea ſo 
certaine it js,that- all of us do in ſome things offend , that 
whoever ſaith, citherthat hee hath no ſin, orthat he hath 
not ſinned there iz no truthin him , and he caſteththelye 
on God, Þoh.r, 8:10. Neither can any regenerate man avoid 
this by ſaying , perfonally in themſelves they have no'ſin, or 
ofthemſe'ves, they do no ſin, but onely, asthey are one 
with their brethren., and reckon themſelves after them id 
they re ſinners ,- and do ſin, while 2ny of their brethren 
have fin, and are found to fir , for'infucha fence evenſo 
might Jeſus Chriſt himſelf have ſaid, Iſa. 53; 2. Cor. 5; 27. 
1 Pet. 2; 24. And ſo may heſtill be ſaid to ſuffer affliction 
AQ. 9; 4. Coll. 1; 24. Iſa, 61; 9. And to want of his ful- 
nefle, and perfection, Eph. 1; 23, and 4, 13-And yetis this 
] 3s }eculiar, that he krew no fin, nordid fin, being mow 
harmeleſſe , undefiled ſeparate from ſinners , which could 
not bee , if any could be ſaid ro be without fin in this life in 
ſuch a ſence beſides himſe'f. : 

Therefore , there is yet one thing moretobe putin , n 
our keeping his commandements , namely , that as any fin 
is yet found , eitherin ournature , orlife , either againſt 
law ef works, orlaw of grace, in tailing eitherin fai h, or 

ove, 


(94) 
love, or walkingtherein, and yeelding tothe Spirit there. 
through according to grace received, 

So wee in the acknowledgement of this his grace, do fpee. 
dily confefſe our ſins , andiccke remiſſion , and healing of 
him , and ſon confidence of his goodneſſe , and love of 
brethren. go one ſtill in his way deletes 1 Sam. 12; 20, 
22. Pre. 28; 13, 14. 116. 1; 5, 9. . 

And in theſe five particulars 1s comprehended the keeping of 
his commands that appertaines to us. 

I 1 1. Forthethird thing in this point the manner of keep- 
ing his commandements , even as hee kept his Fathers com- 
mandements what this alſo is. Viz. 

T. That all be done in an one-nefle , and a greement of 
mind, and will , with the mind , and will ofChriſt , and 
Godin Chriſtand ſo from the motion of the Spicit , andlaw 
writin the hart, z Cor. 2; 16, 2. Cor, 3; 3, 17, 18- 

II. Faithfully, inthe midſt ofhis houſe, and among the 
ſons of mien, even a perverſe people , and inthe midſt of 
temptationes , fromthe world , the fleſh , and the devil!, 
Pſal. 101. Phill. r, 27, 30, and 2, rs, 16, 17. 

1 11. Conſtantly, at all times, andin all things with pa- 
tience through alllabours , and ſufferings, till the ſeaſon of 
entring hisreſt be fully given , 42. 14; 22. 2 Twm. 2; 3, 
and 3, 11, 12. Mat. 10. Which will be but a firſt fruites 
heere, Heb. 4; Þg 1. And perfectly at their departure hence, 
Rev. + ks J. gloriouſly at his comming againe , for 
which they looke, and long, Phill. 3; 20, 21. 2 Cor. x; 11 
C, 2 Tims. 4; $8. Kev. 22; 17, 20. 

IV. Holding , and excerciſing faith, andlove through 
all theſe , 2 Cer. 5; 1, 14, 19, &c. For thus it 48 in all 
theſe reſpeis beſare ſhewne , that Chrift kept bus Fathers 

ement 
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And thus it is ſhewne , what the commandments and the 
keeping of them with the manner thereofis : Which may be 


vſe 1. 


A diſcovery of the miſtake, or ſcant conceiptiones of the 
truth , of ſuchas in this place by commandemggts under- 
ſtand noe farther thing , but the precepts often-Words , en- 
graven in tables of ſtone, anddelivered by Moſes tothe peo- 
ple , co be firſt kept by Chriſt by his Fathers command, and 
to 


LL. _ << i i#©«&4 HS a (4 


(95) 


tobe now kept by believers by Chriſts command , which 
becing a law without us, andenjoinning to doe, and live, 
will leave us all under Ginne, and death, it beeirg umpoſſi- 
ble for us to have life, and enjoy the righteouſneſle of the Jaw 
that way , becauſe wee cannot perform the righteouſngſle 
that apertaynethto us, according tothatlaw, Rem. 3; 10; 
20, Gall. 3; 10. Rom. $8; way 3; 3; 9. And th 

it were pertectly performed by leſus Chit , yet ifthexe had 
hot beene greater commandments that he recerved of the Fa- 
ther , and performed for us, our faith were but yayne, and 
wee had beenc in our finnes, and ſoc in danger of wrath fill, 
Job, 10; 18; and 12, 31. Heb., 9; 22; 26. 2 Cer. 15; 144 
17, 18; Rom. 3, 25. The ignorance whereof cauſeth many 
to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſle of their owne by ſetting u 
the law, and ſo ſubmit ng to Chriſt, who is the end of che av 
for righteouſneſle , Row. 10. 3; 4; In whom nothing a» 
vayleth , but faith which woke by love, Gall. 5; 6; 
Al which may be clearly,and fully ſeen, inthat which is all- 
ready ſaid about this buylineſle, 


Ve 11. 


And this alſo may bee an information of the cauſe of ſoe 
much darkneſſe, and ſo many great , and ſmarting aMlicti- 
ones, that many believers in this life do fall into, namely 
becauſe they keepe not the commandements , which Chriſt 
hath put in their harts, which are the ſame the Father b 
his Spine , through Chriſt hath given unto them, which 
had they attendedtoo, their peace had beene as a river, and 
their righteouſneſle as the waves of the Sea, Pſal. 89; 30; 31; 

2, Iſa. 48; 18. 
. borcht the cauſe of ſuch (marting afflictiones on them, is 
not becauſe they were unable to keepe the law of works, or 
came ſhort thereof, through a neceffiry by that weakneſſe, 
Pſal. 103; 10; and 143; 2; Nor yet becauſe they were u- 
nable to waike ſuitable , and anſwerable to the Gofpell, or 
law of grace, orfell ſhort thereof , through a neceflity by 
that weakneſle, Pſal. 130; 3, 4- For Godrequires in this 
no more then hce hath ſowne , Luk, 19. 21, 22. But in, 
and according tothe Goſpell, accepts of believers the will 
for the deed, and requires noe more , but according to what 
they have , and accepteth that even ſoc of ther , Mar. 
19, 49; 
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10. 40; 42; 2 Cor. 8; r1; 12, Butthe cauſe of ſach afi. 
Etion 1s 
I. Becauſe they have not abiden, and walked in faith, and 
leve, Soe as by the grace made knowne , and recerved,they 
in remembring his gracious word , andexercifing faith, and 
love, and yeflding tothe Spirit therein, in denying flethly 
aftectiones ,* and luſts, and ſoweing to the fruites and mo- 
tiones ofthe Spirit might have done , Pſal. 78; x, 11, 41, 
42,and$r, 6, 12, and 106, 12, 15. Gall. 5; and 6, 8. 
FT, And becauſe moreover , whenthrough forgetfulneſle, 
andtemptationes they are found ſo to have ſinned, and tur- 
ned aſide , they do not ſpeedily owne the ſame , and in ack- 
nowledgement ofthe grace of Chriſt , and their owne i!l-re- 
iteals \, turneto him , confeſſing their ſins , and judging 
emſelyes, and ſeeking remiſſion, and healing from of 
through Chrift , and ſo not judging themſelves , they are ec. 
ventherefore judged of che Lord in this world, that they may 
hot be condemned with the world, 1h. r; 7, 9, and 2, 1. 
Jer. 6; 15. 2 Cor. 12; 20, 21. 2 Cor. x1; 31, 32. And 
theſe ewo cauſes , meeting jn one are the very cauſe of all 
ſmarting correctiones, which are not uſually laid on any, til 
bath theſe mecte , unleſſe in the firſt , there be wil fulneſſe, 
and preſumption , andthen it containes both in one. , as in 
Davids caſe , 2 Sam. 12, Pſal. 19; 12, 13, and32, 3, 4, 
and, 33. And et on harty confeſſion , and turning , _—_ 
releatk then d , andyet inall thisTlimmit not the Holy 
one, bm ſhew what he hath declared to bee his ufuall way, 
as for Iobs tryall , itwas an unufual thing , and ſo ſuch a 
tion, as God neverexcerciſeth his with , but when he 
mimdsto give a double bleffing in the iſſue, ſee Tob firſt and laſt, 
all which agree well with the promiſe heere, and al that is 
ſaid before as the ground of this, 


Pe. 11T. 


And this alfo may be 4 hint of helpfulneſſe for diſcerning, 
apd differencing the mationes ofthe Ipicix of bondage, from 

e mationer of the Spirit of grace,and adoption- .. 

I, The Spreit of bondage Rath its law , andforcein, and 
from the law of works, and foe affords no hope , but accor- 
dingto a mans conformity too; and obſervance of the law 
of works , under which a man was firſt borne, and ſo ditates 
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toa man, and moves with , this I ought , and that T ought 
to do, according to that law, andleaves a man to his owne * 
underſtanding and ſtrength , to ſtrive afterit , without any 
inward hving principle fromany devine powre , fpringi 

up the motion , and free, and living motion, ſtreaming, wit 
inclination thereto,but only a humane motion, leaving,in all 
that is done , tothe trial , cenſure , and accuſation of the 
law , Rom. 2; 14, 15, and 3, 20, and 7, 1, 6, 23, 24x 
25, and 8, r, 2, 15, Gall. 3. 10, and s, 18. 

IT. The Spirit of grace, and adoption , hath the Goſpel, 
or royal law of grace, andliberty for its law, where-through 
it excerciſeth its force, Gall. 21, 31. Jam. 1; 25. Row. 
8; 2, 15. And ſothough the believers looking about them 
may ſay, this wee ought, andthat wee ought to beliefe, a 
do according tothe Goſpel, r Joh. 4; 10, 11. Yetthe Spiit” 
of grace dictates, and moves, with a certaine devine powre 
inthe new man , and ſo ſprings up the motion from a living 
principle with in through the behefe of the grace in Chriſt, 
and the love of Chriſt and brethren, ſtreaming with a living; 
and ſtirring motion , and inclination to that 15 good , and 
well-pleating in the ſight of God , Eph. 4; 2t, 24. Cob. 3; 
10, 12. Gall. 2; 20. 2Cor. x5; 6, 11, 14, 209. Rem. 12; 1, 
2, Sopreſerving , and guiding the believer ,* thatatleaves 
him not under law, Gall. 5; 16, 18, 22. As may beſocne in 
al that is ſo largely ſaid about this buſizefle before. 


Ye. IV, 


And this may alſo be an inſftruſtion , how to keepe the 
conmandements of Jeſus Chriſt namely , totye thean aboue 
the bart, andthe neck, to delight in, and oblerve them; by 
remembrance , and kee _ art the word of grace belie- 
ved, andreceaved , _ Iding faſt confidence in Chriſt, 
and continuing in brotherly love, and walking in faith , and 
love and doing a! there-through , and yeelding up theretoo, 
in one mi e with Chriſt from the law within con- 
Rantly, and acknowledging all failings found with confeſſion, 
and ſeeking remiſſion , and healing , and ſo givi all che 
pownes to walk with God , as is more fully © before 
twiſe in'this diſcourſe, Pro, 6; 20. (ol. 3; 16. Fth. 20; 35, 


end 13. -1Colk, 2; 6, Phil 2;1,24, 3, 6. Rom. 12, to 
the end, 
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And this may be an exhortation , and motive , to ſtir us 

to _ our ſelyes, as thoſe that arc alive to God, with 
all readineſle , diligence , and reſoluteneſle , through the 
beliefe of the grace of Chriſt , to keepe theſe his commande- 
ments alwayes , -ſeciug jas hath beene ſhewne , and the 
words beare forth. : 

I. Itis the mind, and will of Chriſt that hath loved us, 
and performed ſuch command tsforus , in which hee 
hath bought us , and is become ours, and wee his, x Cor. 6. 
20. Gall. 2. 20, 

I 1. Hee hath gone before us , and calleth us after him, 
and given usto know his voice, andis preſent with us by his 
word, and Spirit, fob. 10; 3, 4. Mat. 28, 20. 

I IT. Hee hath opened bs pathe,and given us theſe com- 
mandements for our owhe benefit, chat wee may abide in hu 
leve, and have owr goy frll, Pro, 9; 12. Ib. 16, 11. 

I'V. His commandements are nc grievous , but joyous, 
and all the pathes thereof are pathes of pleaſamnteſſe , and 
peace , andlife to ſuchas find thom , 1 Jeb* 5. 3. Pro. 3. 
«6, 17, and 4, 20. 22. 

I.. Thelaw , being « lay ofliberty , and grace, and of 
the Spirit oflife ſeated mm the hart, and ſo teaching, and 1ea- 
ding the believer withpeace and freedome, 2 Cor. 3; 3, 17. 
Rom. 8$. 2. , 

I 1. The walking being , in anexcerciſe offaith thatre. 
ceives, and drinks in all good from God, and anexcerciſcot 
love, that is trong, opperative and delightfull, Zh. 7; 37, 
3s, 39. Cane. 8. 6, 9, 8. 

Well may they be laid to be wayes of pleaſantneſle , and 
peace , and 2p high-way anda way of Holineſſe , which 
though no unclean perſon, mor -— > th er can palle over, 
yet it is fortheſe wey farring ones believers , and they 
though fooles ſhall not err therein 4 {ſs. 35, 3. 0h whe 
wenld jepralddly walk edit, : 

VV. ':The-gratious promiſe of ſo great happineſſe heer- 
t00, might be added but that is a thing that comes aext to be 
openedby.it ſelf, Pal.” ry; 20, 11- Secondly forthe nexvy 
peint.mtbss 1aſt branch, and ſothe laſt thing to be viewed ju 
this affirmation of our laviour , tt i5 lus comfortable pans 
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to his diſciples , that ſo keeping his commandements, they 
ſhall abide in his lowe , &c. A gracious, comfortable, and 
large promiſe , which that wee may the better underſtand it 
there are fowre things to be heeded abour it. 

I. What that is to which the promiſe 1s made to belie- 
vers, 

I T. On what, or whome the performance of the pramiſe 
depends. : E 

I1I, Who, and what a one hee is that hath ſopromi- 
ſed. ; 

I'V. What the promiſe it ſelf is , and what it contai- 


nes. 

I. Forthe firſt: that to, and according to whi-h the pro- 
miſe is made is the keeping of Chriſt his commandements in 
truth, and uprightnefle , according to the grace given, and 
which wee have reccived of him , for ſo are his words , If 
yea keepe my command emsents , yea ſhall abide in my love, 
even as I have kept my Fathers commandements , and abide_» 
in his love , Theſe words even as appeare to point out rhe 
aſſurznoe, and the example an1the ſfinulitude, to which our 
keeping muſt be comformed , but not tying our keeping to 
that degree of perfection that was in his keeping there 1s a 

rfectzon oftfuth, and parts, which as it was in this keeping, 
0 it is required in qurs , and that is ſet downe before , and 
this is the ſimilitude , and ljkeneſle pointed out in the 
words, Even as 

Bur as for perſetion of degree , that was peculiar to him, 
ind his Keeping the commandements , as 15 alittle before 
ſhewns, and this not ſ@ impoſed heere. 

Beſides : Hee hath appointed meaves for thoſe to whom 
this promiſe is made ; both ta grow ane to more fruitfulneſle, 
ind toward perfection, Job. r5; x, 8. And helps,to get re- 
covery m failings, teriſe againe, and procced to the enjoy - 
ment of this promiſe , which he would not bave cone, it the 
promiſe had beene only to perfection of degree in the keep- 
ing of lys commandements , 3 Ioh. 6; 3, 4+ > and 2p 
i, 3. - , 

Myqre-over, he ſpakes not this to feare them, or put them 
to a-maxe as it would have beene, ifhe had tyed his promiſe 
to the perfection of degree in the keeping his commands, but 
he exprefly Gith , he ſpake this that his joy might beein 
jhem, livat their joy __ be full , 14s; ts. 22, And 
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elſe where itis ſaid , 3f there be firlt a willing mindit is ac. 
cepted according ro what a man hath , and this both in the 
endeavours , and fruites , 2 Cor. 9; 12. Mat. 10; 40, 


Y 2, 

$0 that it is the truth, and manner of keeping according to 
grace received, too, and according to which the promiſe is 
made, ſothat the weakeR believer ſo giving himſelf to walk 
in faith , andlove as aforeſaid , may have this conſolation, 
and looke for this promuſe, Gall, 5. 5. 

IT. Forthe ſecond, upon whom the performance of this 
conſolation, and promiſe dependeth, and that is on himſelf, 
and the faithfulnele, ainl powre of him that hath promiſed, 
yea (bill abide in my love, 1 Theſe. 5. 24. Who hath eng 4s 
gcd himſelfto preſerve them, and worke all their works for 
them, and vive lifetothem » Joh, 6; 40, and 14, 19. Iſa. 
26. 12. Pſal. 138. 8. So as they may depend on him, both 
to enable themto keepe his commandements ; and alſo to 
make good this promiſe to them, and be diſappointed in neit- 
her, 1 Per. 2. 6. Andthisis very comfortable to the weak- 
alt believers, walking in faith, and love. 

I TI. For the third thing, who, and what a one hee is, 
that hath ſo promiſed, that 1s Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 
Chap. 14. 9, and 15, 1. I have loved you , and yea ſhall 
abide iv my love ; This is hee , whois the mighty God, and 
the truth it ſelfe; that is one in the Father, and the Father 
jn him, whoſolovedus, that he came downfrom Heaven, 
and tooke our nature, and bare our fins , and curſe , and 
offered himſelf in ſacrifice to God to worke redemption , and 
falvation forus , Tit. 2. 13, 14. Toh. 14; 6, 10. 1 Pet. 2. 
24. and 3; 18. 1 Tim. 2. 6. Andaſcendedto beaven, and 
received Spirit to apeare in Heaven for us, and ſent forth 
Spirit tous to worke ſalvation in us, Heb. 9; 24. Pſal. 68. 
18, 21. Eph. + 7, 16. Unto whom the Father hath given 
all powre, and authority, Heb. 8; 1. Whois tull of love to 
ws , andfaithfulneſſefurus, Heb. 3. 1. 6. So as we may ſa- 
fely depend on him ſor this promiſe. . 

* "I'V. For the fourth thing ; What the promiſe” it ſelfe 
is , and whatit containes; tke promile it ſelfe 1s, Tea ſhalt 
abide in my love ; if yea keepe my commandements , yea ſhall 
abide m my love; even as I have kept my Fathers commands, 
and abide in bis leve_>. $0 that the cauſing us to abide in 
his love,is the promiſe;And it contaynes three things _ 
. The 
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T. Thehaving us in his peculiar love , notonly to love 
us, butto love us with peculizr, and choyſe love , tirely, 
forbearing to {mite us, and to ceaſe from all his wrathito 
wards ſuch unworthy ones, as wee were , Great favor , 
and our demeanour well contiderd ; reaſon might tay , a* 
much as were meete for n*to aske of him , ſal. $5. 2, 4, 


5. But to ſhew forth his compaſſionate love inthe re-lempti- 


on wrought for mankind, 2ndthere-through to bring in to 
receive remiſſion of fins , what abundant grace aatStavour is 
this, AB. 10. 43. Rom. 3. 25, 7. I; 43 Fe. Buttolove 
us with ſuch peculiar, and deiightfull love, as the Father 
loveth him, this is more abunJant , but to have us {© in that 
choylſe love of his , as tocompaſtc us withit,that we (bould 
be in his boſome , an4 as the ſcale in his hart, in all hs 
choyle, dchight, will, andpurpoſts, and as the ieale on Ins 
arme, in all his choyle workings, and all for good to us; 
Oh what hart can delire more, or be able to detire ſo much, 
Can, 8. 6, 7, 9. Itexcedesthe defires ofthe hart; And yct 
u thi contamed mm this promiſe. . 

II. The abiding in thislove , ſace'y one dayes erzoy- 
ment ofthis love were betterthen a thouſand dayes cnjov- 
ment of all the loves, and contrntments this world can afford, 
yeathe deprivation of all theſe loves and contents a thouſ:nd 
dayes might be fully ſatisfied for with one daves enjoyment 
of this his peculiar: ove, F ſal. 84; 6, 10. Yea ſurely a light, 
and taſt heerof will take , and raviſh with ſweetneſſe the 
ſoule that ſeeth, and taſteth this peculiarlove,2 Sam. 7. 18, 
19, 20. Cant. 1; 2, 3. Buttodwe'l, and abide, an\ have 
ones habitation init, whocan expreſle it, . ſal. 01; 1, 2, 
&e. Orbe able with the eye of his hart unleſle much ſtreng- 
thened by the Holy Ghoſt to veiw it , veacverr then alſo ut 
will be veiwed incompreheulible , Eph. 1; 17, 20, and 3, 
14, 19. 

And yet is this the love contained in this promiſe. 

I TT, The flowing and encreafing of this love upon us, 
atd the encreaſing of Rtrength in us to veiw , avd enjoy it 
more , and more , till wee come tothe harveſt and tulnefle 
of it, Pſal. 84; », rt, 12. Ifthe firſt fruites be ſaſweeie, 
what is the harveſt,if a glimpſe over-ame Peter, that it mzJe 
him forget, wife children, triends, :nd all exrthy contents, 
and himſelf, for all other loves, 2nd farther favours, that he 
would have choſen to have dwelt in that, Mar. 17; 3, 4. - 
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a taſt ſo ſiyeet and ſatisfying ; Oh what 1s it thento be ote yi- 
lited withit, and the maniteſtationes of xt, andto be cloath- 
cd, andfilled with it to cate, anddrink it, andto feed, and 
be feed, andfeaſted withit yea glorified in , and with it for 
ever, Joh. 14; 21, 23. 1 1ob., 3; 2. And yet all this 1s con. 
tained in this promule, Jes ſoball abide in my love, as I abide_, 
tn my Fathers leve_»; Andſo my Fatherloyeth you , as hee 
loveth mee, and Illove, as my Father loveth mee , my de- 
l;ght, and joy in you, and yourjoy full, 

Oh how comfortable, ſweete, large , andſure is this pro. 
mile, and how graciouſly ordered tor ourconſolation , if it 
had beene made to the perfection of degree , in our keeping 
of his commandements , wee might have feared our never 
enjoyment , but being tothe truth, and manner of keeping, 
for which grace is already given us , and he will never be 
wanting,it 15 exceeding comfortable for us. 

If the pertormance of this promiſe had depended on our 
ſtrength, and faithfulnefle , wee might have beene in conti. 
nuall doubt of tailing , and mifling it , but he having provi. 
ded help for our weakneſle , and put the performance upon 
his owne powre, truth, and faithfulneſſe, there is no cauſc 
ot doubt in him, 

If according to his work in old time, he had only fent this 
romiſe to us by ſome ot his ſervants,it ought to have been 
elicved , but yet in ſome temptation, wee might happily 

have doubted, and ſaid in haſt al men are liars, but comming 
forth of his owne mouth , who can doubt the truth of it , it 
3t had been but of hix general, and compeſſionate love , wee 
might have feared want offulnefle , or our dropping out ot 
it, but being of his peculiar love , and ſuch , and fo cyer 
laſting love, what more ſafe , or what can be more deſired, 
the promiſe 1s thereſore very prectoris , and comfortable. 


Ve. 


And this may be 2 double exortation, and motive to us all 
that believe in Chriſt. 

I. Tobchold with what manner of love God, and Chriſt 
hath loved us, Oh how tree is his love, there beeing noth- 
inginus, nor in thoſe of whom wee came, nothing done 
by us, or to bee expected that wee could after doe to him, 
but for his owne ſake, and mg his owne good plexſure _— 
tree 
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freely loved us, Dew. 9, 4, 5. Oh how eoftly to him is 
this love , hee payd the price for us , and bought us with 
his precious bloud, Gal. 2; 29. Oh how adnurable , and 
unparallelled is this love ; hee did thisfor us when wee were 
his enimics, Rem. 5; 8, 10. Oh how ſtrong, andunfayl. 
ing , hee overcame us when wee werercbelsto him, Tir. 3. 
3, 4. Oh how honourable, fatherly, brotherly, to make 
us ſons of God, and brethren to Chriſt, and eftate us m all 
his own things, yea how abundant, and glorious, and ever- 
laſting , having aſſured usof more then wee are able to un. 
derſtand , but only thus farce, that when he appeares, wee 
ſhall ſee him as hee is, and bee like him, yea how comforta. 
ble, that he now makes this known to us, and aſſures our 
abidinginit, to the harveſt, andthen to bee glorified in it, 
1 Ih, 3. 1, 2. Ohletus conſider, attendtoo , admire this 
his ſo great love to us, andliſten , and yeild to his diſcove. 
ryes, whencalled; that wee may aflend tothe Heavens in 
our Spirits , and there delight our ſelves in his loves , and 
becing refreſhed therewith , Cant. 4. 6. 8. Cell. 3. n. 2, 
Let our affectiones bee ſet thereon, as our riches, and trea- 
ſure, and fromthence againe , let us reflect on his promiſe, 
and ſee how his love is teſtified for thoſe that truſt in him, and 
love him , andtheir brethren, anJ that walke inthat faith, 
andlove, Pſal. 125. Pre. 8. 7, 21. 1 1b. 4. 7. 10.Till 
Our harts be overcome therewith, and wee conſtrayned to 
fay : Oh how great is thy goodnefſe which thou haſt laid u 
for them that feare thee ; which thou haſt "Na whe ron 
in thee before the ſons of men , Pſal. 31; 19. 20. Eye hath 
not ſcene, nor care heard, nor hath centred intothe hart of 
man , the things which God hath prepared forthem that 
love him ; bur God hath revealed them to us by his Spirit, 
x Cor. 2. 9, 10. Andbehold how good, and how pleaſant 
a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity, Pſal. 133. 
That ſo we may even long for his comming again, in which 
all ſhall be fully emzoyed by us. 

IT To love his commandements, and beedilligent in 
keeping of them, ſurely this his gracious promiſe of ſo ahun. 
dant love , and as wee keepe his commands ( which are not 
grievous) of abiding therein, it may becing believed beto 
us , asa cordfrom Heavendrawing us, and an encourage- 
ment in our hart , ſtirring us to love of his commandements, 
and dilligence in keeping them, the promi'e tothe keeping 
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ef them, beeing in generall, ſogreat, andprecious, as hath 
been ſhewne ; that it may bee truly (aid, in keeping of them 
there is greatreward, Pſal. 19. 10, a1. Andif we veiw the 
particulars, the ſame will apeare. 

I. The keeping of the word of grace put in the hart, and 
believedthrough which theſe commands of faith in Chriſt, 
and love of brethren were begotten, and whence the y ſpring, 
beeing through the miniſtration of the Goſpell, andthe in. 
ſpiration of the alnughty written in the hart; this word re- 
membred, loved, and delighted in, and ſotyedtothe hart, 
andſubmitted too, andſo tved about the mock, grezt the 
promiſe theretoo, For is it not ſaid of this word, it thall lead 
us when wee goe, (it ſhall ſhew us our way, and pive vs 
ſtrength to guide us) and when lumbering befalls us, that 
wee ſleepe, or arecaſed of cares in caſting our cares on God, 
about our own ſafety ; It ſhall watch for us, and keepe vs, 
and ſhall bee a light tous , andinftruction inthe way of life 
to keepe us fromevill , Pro. 6. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24- That 
It babe fave our ſoules ( from falling through ignorance, 
unbeliefe, pride, vaine glory, covetouſneſie, nk, amo 
and from the evil of the temptationes of the fleſh, devill, or 
world, and wee thal be blefled in our deed, 1 Cer. 15; 1, 2, 
3, 4. Jam. 1. 21, 23. Thatitisa fruithtull!, and teaching 
love , ſtirring up to truitfulneſſe , even a word of eterna;l 
life , Cell, 3. 16. Pſal. x. 2, 3. Joh. 6; 68, and 1g, 7. 
T hat it will promote us, andbring us to honour , pgiveto 
our hcad an ornament ot grace , and deliverto us a crowne 
of glory, Pro. 4. 8. 9. Suchisthe loye found in the word 
of grace inbraced. 

I. The faith in him, that is when through beliefe of the 
propitiation made by the bloud of Chriſt, and the ſaluation 
he hath wrought in his owne body for men , and the great 
love of God therein maniteſted , the hart js brought ro 
eſteewe baſely ot it ielt , and highly of him, and in beliefe 
of this grace effected by hint, is brought to beliefe on him, 
and ſo on God in him for that eternall life , and all that be- 
longs theretoo , whichis in him to give , and work, this 
being the faith heere-ment that is the firſt commandement, 
Rom. 3. 24. 25. 26. and 4. F. 22. 25.andy. r* 8. 10. 11. 

To which faith , or tothem fo believing the promiſes 
theretoo are very great, as the reccite ofthe remiſſion of all 
a nizns fins, Ad, 10. 43. Acceſle tothe throne of grace, 
juitin- 


( r05 ) 
juſtification , and hearing, and anſwer of all prayers ſo pus 
forth , A. 13. 3. 6. Rom. 5. 1. 2. Mat. 21. 22. fruit- 
fulneſle, and living ſprings of Spirit , yea ſuch though dead 
ſhall live, and living hel aoverdee, but ſhall have victory 
overluſts, ſupport, and victory mi afflictions , and tempta- 
tions, in a word they ſhall never bee aſhamed of theip hope, 
but have eternall life , Joh. 7. 37. 38. 39. and 11. 25, and 
14. and 15, &c, 

I 11. The love to brethren that owes from his love bg« 
lieved, which is the ſecond command, Toh. r3. 34. and ng. 
12. Hath alſo great promiſes toit, as that all ſuch love with 
the fruites thereof, thall be accepted as to himſelf, and ſhall 
be rewarded evento the leaſt fruite thereof , Mat. 10. 40. 
41, 4:. And that God dwelleth with ſuch, and they in 
tim , and are his friends , 1 Joh. 4. 12. 16. Joh. 15. 14. 
And ſhall abide in the light , and be watered, and bleſleq, 
and filled with love from God , and Frethren , 2 10k. 2. 12. 
Iſs. 32, 8. 

C V. Walkimg in faith, and love begot in the hart through 

the word of grace and iluing theretrom , hath great promi- 
ſes alſo, ofencreaſe of light, and ſtrength , and mach fruint- 
fulnefle evgry way before God,Pro. 8. 12. 18. and 10. 29. 
I (cy. 13, totheend. 

V. Yeaeven allthe fruites of faith , and love in every 
po_ fervice thereof have promile of acceptance , and 

leſſing , and anſwer of-prayers , Heb. 6. 10. Gall, 6. 8, 
1 Joh. 3. 22. 23. 24. 

And all comprehended, and ſummed up in this, if yea keep 
my commandements, yea ſpall abide in my leve_s. 

$0 that ifthe love of God , and Chriſt towards us bee of 
:ny force with us, and dclired of us. let it be a load ſtone to 
us , and have its perfect wotk with us , to give up all our 
members to God,in keeping, theſe commandements of Chriſt, 
Rom, 12. 1. 2. 3. Phill. 2. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. And to prize 
the ſame above gold, andiilver\, and all earthly enherzzan- 
eee , F(. 119. 52. 111. And count it as our weate , and 
drink to be exerciſed in the ſervices thereof , Tab. 23. 12. 
Tek, 4- 34. And to be diligent , :nd unwearied therein, 
through what trials ſocver wee paſſe for the ſame, Gal. 6. 10. 
That io wee may take up ourcontent in his love , and in 
keeping his commandements abide in his love, and ſo his zoy 
wemaine in us, and Our joy be fully ſound and encreale til it 
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eeme tofulnefle in the harveſt in his viſible preſence which 
is the end, and ſcope oftheſe ſayings of our ſaviours n, Joh. 
uf. *. 10. Ar the Father hath loved mee , ſo have T loved 
» Continue yea im my love ©: If yea keepe my commande- 
ments, yes ſhall abide in my love, tven a4 1 have kept my Fa 
theirs commandements , and abide in bs love _;. 
From which words together in one conſidered, wee may 
obſerve, 45 a breviary of all that hath beene ſaid, theſe few 
lefſors therein. 


Obf. 1. 


That the choiſe happineſſe heere to be deſired , and oh. 
tained, and which hath all ſatisfying fulneſle in it to ſatis 
ke Spiritual deſires, and that wil fo beare through al trou- 
bles, and bring to everlaſting bleſlſedneſſe, is to be beloved 
ofthe Father , as heloveth Chriſt , aud to be beloved of 
Chriſt as the Father loveth him , and this appeares heere 
plainly by Chriſt his [ing of it, 2s the choiſe happineſle 
to his diſciples, 2nd his prayer for them , Joh. 19. 21. And 
pronuſe to them, Joh. 14. 17. 21. 23. Andthe prayer of his 

oplc forit , Pſal. 106. 4. Cant. 2. 4. 5- And their pro- 
cſſhon of it, Cant. 1. 2. 3. Pſal. 30. x. 


Obſ. 11. 


* Thar this peculiarlove belongs too,'and is to be expected 
believed, and waited for of the weakeſt, that through ou 
| believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and love their brethren, and this 1s 
evident by our ſaviours affirmation of it , to his weake dil. 
ciples, and willing them to continue init : andthe enjoy: 
ment of this peculiarlove , with promiſe of eſtabliſhment 
it, and fulneſle in due ſeaſon, is the portion of all that walk 
in faith, and love, and this is evident in our ſaviours ſaying, 
#f yea keep my commandements, yea ſhall abide tm my love,&c. 


Ob. I TI. 


That it is good , and well-pleafing in the fight of God, 
and Chriſt , that all that believe.m him , do continue +, and 
abide in this his peculiar love and this is evident both by his 
charge, continne you im my love and his promiſe , and avrec- 

tion, 
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tion , if yea keep my commandementt, yt# fball abide in my 
lave, &sc. 


IV. "uf. 


I'V. That the meane , or way for believers ro continue, 
and abide in this his peculiarlove, is to keepe his command 
ments, as hee kept his Fathers commandements, though 
wanting in ſuch perfection of degree in keeping yet in life 
manner, ahd thus is Evident in the direction, and promiſe 
in exprelle words. 


V. Of. 


V. That all believers ſo keeping the commandments of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall infallibly continue and abide in this his 
peculiar love. 

And ſome ground , or reaſon of theſe things may be ſeen 
inthe words alſo. 


I. Reaf. 


I. Our Savfour affirming ſach love to them, calling them 
to continue in it , directing them how , and giving the pro- 
miſe to them thewes his wall, and giveth ground, and rca- 
fon to contirm all to them. 


TT. Reaf, 


1 T. Our Saviour keeping his Fathers commandements, 
and thereby firſt redeeming us, and then giving us life, ſhe- 
weth both, the Fathers love to us, in giving hum ſuch com. 
mandements , and Chriſt his love to us in fulfilling thoſe 
commands, and giving ſuch ſweet commandments to us alſo, 
m which himſelt hath gone betore us, duth give us ground, 
encouragement , and motive , both for believing m him, 
and loving one another , and for walking in this faith, 
and love, 


[1T. Reaf. 


111, His matifeſting our beeing reckoned of God #fter 
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him, and his loving us, as God loves him, and that as hes 
in keeping his Fathers commands (to procure us life ) abode 
in his Fatherslove, ſo wee keeping his commands in re, 
ceite , andexerciſc of the life given us ) ſhall abide in hit 
love ; all this is that very thing wee are to believe , which 
will endeed confolate, and ſet us on waiking. 


LY IV. Reaſ. 


IV, This keeping his commandments, is an exerciſing 
our ſelvesin his love, and ſuffering it to have its perfect 
worke in us, and ſoc is the very leading in,and way of con- 
unuing, and abiding in his love. 

All which as it is {eenc in the words , fo it us very uſefull 
as is foreſhewn. 


I. Fe. 


T. It hewethjuſt cauſe of reproofe of , and griefe , and 
Hmentationfor many. 

I, Such a miſtake the marke , either in their conceip- 
tiones, or purſuite of happineſle, ſeeking it in favour , ; 
berty, riches, and honours amongſt men feeding on aſhes. 

I1 Suchasprofeſſe toſecke Gud, and yet exther igno.- 
rant of, or not preſling after this choyſe happineſſe , but 
firiving forlife in their own righteouſnes , or ji ending their 
choyſe trength to know that Chriſt dyed for k wa , leaving 
this peculiar love unſought, only to be challenge. in a blin 
concluſioh, and conſequence. 
I II: Such as having begun toſee ; and taſt this peculiar 
Jove,, , cither again through folly withdraw , or complain 
for want of other loves. 


I. ſe. 


IT. Ttis a good admonition tous all , neither to ſeeke 
other loves then this of God, and Chriſt, nor to reſt in hi 
love of compaſſion, without the knowledge, and enjoy ment 
of this peculiar love , but ſeeke this above all things. 


ITI. 


II. It is a good motive to al that have ſeen, and tafie 
* this 
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this peculiarlove in believing , To continue , and abide ever 
jm i, 

IV. Vf. 

IV. An exortation to keepe the commandements of 
faith, andlove, and to walke conſtantly therein, as 35 be- 
forc ſhewn. 

I. Mmnive. 
JT. Nome but ſuch love Chrift Jeſwm froceerly. Tok, 14. 21. 
II. Motive. 


IT. Nene but ſuch have afſarance of abiding in his pecue* 
har live + 


ITT, Motive. 
ITI. AM ſock foall aſſuredly continue in this bis FL 
liar loves. 
V. Fh. 


V. Thisis a conſolation, and encouragement for al that 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt : and walke in faith, and love to 

one without fainting, in hope, and dilligence, till they come 
tothe end of theig kope in the fruition of glorious love, 
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ERRATA. 


ps 16. lin. 3$. for one hinne, read: one in hinne. pag, 29. 
lin. 7. for with, read which, pag, 22. lin. 23+ tor ſervane 
read ſervants. lin. 28. for allſo , 2 alſo. lin. 35. for father 
read farther. pag. 23. lin. 30. for Chriſt, read Chriſts.pag.2 

lin, 22. blote out, to alſo. pag. 28, lin. 2. for lift', rea[lefr. 
lin. 24. for delight, read delights. pag.29.lin. 16. forlift, read 
left, Pap: 30. lin, 37. for Saviour, read Saviours. pag. 31.lin. 
+ for Saviour, read Saviours. pag. 33- lin. 3. for apaſe, read 
apeale. pag. 43. lin. 35. for wel-pleaſed, read well-pleaſed- 
_ 44- lin. 14. for doore, read dooer. pag, 45. lin. 22, 
for infint, read inferut. pag. 52. lin. 18. for horne, readturne. 


pag. 57. lin. 18. for they, read thy. Pag- 58. lin. 28. for both, 
read doth, pag 58. lin, 39. for lovineſle, 
©. lin. 6, for ther, read tha 


read lovelineſle, pag, 
t. bin. 36. foris, read as. 


